
The Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time      October 18, 2026                          A Parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Hartford

CatherineSaint

of SienaRoman Catholic Church

For our homebound
and sick parishioners:

Livestream our 
11 am Mass on our

Facebook page

Mass/Liturgy Schedule:
Saturday Vigil at 5:00 p.m.
Sunday Masses at 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. (Livestreamed)
Daily Mass at 8:30 a.m., Monday through Wednesday,
and Friday. (Yearly)

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday from 4:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m.
Monday from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m.
Or by appointment, please call the parish office.

Baptisms and Baptismal Preparation:
Please call the parish office at 860-658-1642

Sacrament of Holy Matrimony:
Please call the parish office at 860-658-1642 at least 
6 months in advance.

Choir Practices
Adult - Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m. in Russell Hall
Youth - Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. in the Music Room.
Adult Choir accompanys the 11 a.m. Mass.

Bulletin Deadline: Monday at 10:00 a.m.
Website News: email to:

StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net 
267 Stratton Brook Road, Box 184
West Simsbury, Connecticut 06092
Tel: 860-658-1642 / Fax 888-297-3134
Email: stcathy@comcast.net
Website: www.stcatherine.info
Facebook Page: 
            St. Catherine of Siena Parish-West Simsbury, CT

WELCOME!
We welcome all visitors who are celebrating with us
today. As is our custom at St. Catherine of Siena, please
remain in your pew for the singing of the first and last
designated verses of the recessional hymn.

The St. Catherine Parish Legacy Fund is committed to
ensuring the long-term stability of our parish and its
ministries. Please consider a gift in lieu of flowers upon a
loved one’s passing as a way to ensure our community will
thrive well into the future. 

Pastor: Reverend Michael Whyte, 860-658-1642

PARISH STAFF
Administrative Assistant-Parish Office
Mrs. Lisa Cerchia
860-658-1642 or stcathy@comcast.net

Director of Faith Formation
Mrs. Helen Treacy, 860-658-4737
helentreacyff@gmail.com

Director of Music Ministry
Mrs. Susan Zybert
860-217-0600 or susanzybert@comcast.net

Director of Youth Ministry
Ms. Maria Galeota, 860-408-9888
mgaleotaym@stcyouthministry.org

Building and Grounds Committee
Mr. John Lipari, Chairman

Sacristan
Mr. Michael Grappone, 860-658-1642

Parish Council President
Mrs. Kathleen Mangiafico, 860-869-8468

Finance Council Chairman
Mr. Edward Caputo, 860-478-8017

Parish Legacy Fund Chairman
Mr. Peter Pabich, 860-810-5069

Parish Lay Trustees
Mrs. Colleen Langlais, 860-508-0487
Mr. Robert Hensley, 860-916-5057

Thanks for worshiping with us.
If you would like to join our parishfamily, fill out a
yellow membership foirm found in the vestibule or

atrium and mail it to us, drop it in the collection basket
or call us at 860-658-1642.

We Welcome You to Our
Family of Faith!
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https://stcatherine.info/mission
https://stcatherine.info/mission


For 
All Organ Donors

      Our Sunday Collections constitute the operating
funds for the parish. You make it possible for us to
continue serving you each week. Thank you for your
generosity! May God bless you always. Thank you for
parishioners like you!
     Please use	either	our	online	giving	company,	Parish
Soft,	the	collection	basket	or	mail	your	envelope	to:

Post Office Box 184, West Simsbury, CT, 06092
 

Weekly Loose Cash/Checks:  $     6,621.00
Parish Soft:                                   $    7,285.43
   Total:                                            $  13,906.43

Repair & Refurbishment:        $     3,152.00   
Various:                                         $           95.00

2  Collection this weekendnd

for World Mission Sunday.
 

For those who are interested in online giving, 
you may use this link:

https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/FD-1077 .
If you are currently receiving church envelopes

please call the office so that 
we may discontinue them. Thank you.

Upcoming Parish Meetings & Events
October

-Sat, 17th-Mon, 19th—Street Sandwiches
-Sat, 17th—Feed the Hungry
-Sat, 17th—Pantry Partners, Vestibule, 9 a.m.
-Sat, 17th—Confession, Church, 4 p.m.
-Sat, 17th—Grade 7 Class Mass, 5 p.m.
-Sat, 17th—Prayer Workshop, RH, 6:15 p.m
-Sun, 18th—CONFIRMATION RETREAT, 8 A.M.
-Mon, 19th—Rosary, Church, 9 a.m.
-Mon, 19th—NO Confession, NO Adoration.
-Mon, 19th—Prayer Shawl, Rooney-A, 3:00 p.m.
-Tues, 20th—Adoration, Church, 9 a.m.
-Tues, 20th—Children’s Choir, MR, 6:30 p.m.
-Tues, 20th—Prayer Shawl, Rooney-A, 6:30 p.m.
-Tues, 20th—Adult Choir, Church, 7:30 p.m.
-Wed, 21st—Rosary, Church, 9 a.m.
-Wed, 21st—Wm’s Bible Study, R/A, 9:30 a.m.
-Thurs, 22nd—Wm’s Bible Study, RH, 7 p.m.
-Fri, 23rd—Rosary, Church, 9 a.m.
-Sat , 24th—Confession, Church, 4 p.m.
-Sat. 24th-Sun, 25th—Knights of Columbus
                                             Tootsie Roll Drive.

Weekly Mass
Intentions

Sunday, October 18th @ 8:00 a.m. Mass for
            Beverely Sved, 8  anniversary,th

            requested by Emily Walsh;         
Sunday, October 18th @ 11:00 a.m. Mass for

          Irene Bennett, requested by the Hayes Family;

Monday, October 19th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for
           Larry Ryman, requested by the 
           Neureither Family; 

Tuesday, October 20th @ 8:30 a.m. for 
            Alec & Mary Kulikowski, requested by
            the Ballenger Family;

Wednesday, October 21st @ 8:30 a.m., Mass
           John Polio, 11  anniversary, th

           requested by his family; 

Friday, October 23rd @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for
           Betty Hnat, birthday remembrance,
           requested by her family;

Sanctuary Lamp

Offertory Collection
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s for

Saturday, October 24  @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for th

           Linda Conlin, requested by 
           Colby & Anita Thresher;

Sunday, October 25  @ 11:00 a.m. Mass forth

          Elizabeth Kearney, requested by 
          the Hanshaw Family.

Sunday, October 25 @ 8:00 a.m. Mass for th

             Lewis Brucker, 48  anniversary,th

            requested by his family;

Saturday, October 17  Mass @ 5:00 p.m. forth

           45 Wedding Anniversary Blessings for
           Joe & Patty Little, requested by their family,
           Grade 7 Class Mass;

The Knights of Columbus will hold their
annual Tootsie Roll Drive

 next weekend, October 24th & 25th, 
after all the Masses. 

Proceeds benefit special Olympics, favarh,
and several group homes.

https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/FD-1077
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From Fr. Michael 

Youth Ministry Changes
 

      Effective October 23rd, Maria Galeota, our director of Youth Ministry is stepping away from the position and
moving on to new endeavors. I want to take this opportunity to thank Maria for her service to the parish and to
wish her all the best in her employment search. May God bless her abundantly in all that she does in the future.
       I am also very pleased to inform the parish that we have hired a new and exciting individual for the position of
youth ministry director—and we have a plan in place. Her name and background will be announced in the next few
weeks once she notifies her current employer. I am beyond thrilled that this new person will bring a great deal of
faith, enthusiasm and energy with her and I have only great hopes for the program and ministry. More to come
shortly.

 
“Is it lawful to pay the census tax to Caesar or not?" 

      How appropriate to have this Matthean gospel the weekend after the IRS deadline extention for last year’s tax
payments. It is a question on everyone’s mind, and Jesus and Sacred Scripture have an answer.
      In the gospel, Jesus tells us that Catholics (and everyone else) should have a respect for legitimate civil
authority. Catholics are called to recognize and respect civil laws and authorities, as long as they do not contradict
God’s law (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2242-2243). Here are some key take-a-ways for today’s ponderings:
      Jesus also draws a distinction between Earthly and Divine Realms:  While paying taxes and obeying government
is necessary, ultimate allegiance belongs to God alone.
      “Give to God what is God’s”: Reminds Catholics that humans are created in the image and likeness of God
(Genesis 1:27). Our entire being, body, soul, mind, and heart—belongs to God, and we owe God our worship, love
and service. 
      Wisdom in Evangelization: The Pharisees and Herodian’s tried to trap Jesus with a politically loaded
question. Jesus’ wise answer teaches Catholics to engage with the world with prudence and truth, avoiding traps
and false dilemmas. 
      Moral Responsibility: Catholics understand that their civic duties such as paying taxes, obeying laws are part
of their moral responsivities, but these duties must always be balanced with their ultimate duty to God and His
commandments. 
      Universal Lordship of Christ: By affirming what belongs to God should be given to God, the passage
underscores the Catholic belief in the universal lordship of Christ over all creation, including political powers. 
 

Thank-you to John Ginnetti
       For a wonderful and informative discussion on the Catholic Annulment Process last Tuesday night. We are
blessed to see such Catholic Action by our laity alive and well in our parish. 

 
 
 



Women's Ministry Events:
 Morning Bible Study: “Women in the Old Testament”.

Join us on 5 consecutive Wednesday mornings beginning October 21st from 9:30 – 11:00 a.m.
We will encounter God and His people through the lives of the earliest women of salvation history. No Bible
study experience? No problem! All are welcome. Because of space considerations, the number of participants
may be limited. To ensure your place, you must register by e-mailing Judy Manza at jmanza@verizon.net. 
Details about book purchase and the first class will be given upon registration.

Save the date: Wednesday November 11 at 7 p.m.
The holidays can be a beautiful time of joy and togetherness—but for those experiencing loss, they can also
bring sadness, loneliness, and difficult memories. Join Josephine Schoenhardt as she offers compassionate
insight and practical guidance for navigating grief and managing the holidays.
     Come as you are, whether you are grieving a recent loss or carrying a loss from years ago. Together, we’ll
explore ways to acknowledge our grief, care for ourselves, and find hope, peace, and God’s presence during the
holiday season.
 

 Faith Formation News

Helen Treacy, Director of Faith Formation, (860) 658-4737, helentreacyff@gmail.com

Saturday, October 17 : Grade 7 Mass at 5PM (Vigil)th

Sunday, October 18 : Grade 8 CONFIRMATION RETREAT at St. Catherine of Siena Churchth

 (8AM – 12PM). Lunch is provided.  
(NOT mandatory for 7  Grade)th

Sunday, October 18th: K-6, 9  & 10  Classes ONLY @ HJMSth th

Sunday, October 25th: K-6, Confirmation I & II & Grades 7-8

Sunday, October 25th: Lesson #1 ~ Waking Up to Habits of the Household 9:30/ (HJMS Cafe)
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Prayer Shawl Ministry
 We would like to invite anyone to join us for our monthly meeting on Monday, October 19th at
3:00 p.m. or Tuesday, October 20th at 6:30 p.m. We are happy to teach anyone how to knit or
crochet. If you’d like to request a prayer shawl or lap blanket, please contact Kathy Oaks at 
860-614-2773 or ktoaks@gmail.com.



Saint Catherine of Siena 

Steubenville SpeakerSteubenville Speaker
Tanner Kalina!Tanner Kalina!

are excited to bring you

C O N F E R E N C E S

+

Thursday November 5, 6:00-7:15PM

SCAN TO SIGN UP!

Russell Hall 

Youth Ministry & Faith Formation

S T E U B E N V I L L E

Come listen as Tanner
dives into how to

encounter 
God in your

 daily life as a 
Catholic teen!

click or scan the QR code to sign up!
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https://e.eventform.com/?eid=QDf1IQOphB_t1NLFzCiiFmsZUTDjy6RMP-2


NOURISH W i t h Hope

Feed The Hungry Lunch Service on
Saturday, October 17th.

1.Serve Lunch In Person: Carpool from St. Catherine at 9:45 a.m. to St. Elizabeth House in Hartford. At the shelter    
we will serve a meal for residents as well as for other food insecure guests. We will be done by 1:00 p.m.

2.Prepare a cold salad: Please prepare your favorite macaroni or potato salad to feed 10-12 people.  Deliver your dish
in a disposable container to the Russell Hall kitchen on Saturday, October 17  between 8:30-9:30 a.m.th

3.Make some sweet treats: Make 24 cookies to drop off on Sat, 10/17 to the Russell Hall kitchen between 8:30 and
9:30 a.m.

Sign Up at https://bit.ly/FTHLunchOct17
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4. Make sandwiches: Please see the weekly bulletin "Street Sandwich Ministry" section to sign-up.

STREET SANDWICH MINISTRY-Oct. 17th-20th.
October sandwiches for our Street Sandwich Ministry will be collected Sat., Oct. 17th from 

8 a.m.-9:30 a.m.; Sun., Oct. 18 ,  from 9-6 p.m.; and Mon., Oct. 20th; from 8-9:30 a.m.
Sandwiches of any kind are needed-sub rolls, bread, pita bread, wraps, filled with deli meats/cheese of any

kind, tuna salad, chicken salad, or any kind of protein such as PB&J. Please NO CONDIMENTS OR
LETTUCE. If making PB&J, please spread peanut butter on both pieces of bread so that the jelly does not seep

through the bread. Please be sure all sandwiches are individually wrapped (foil, baggies, wax paper or
cellophane). Once they are wrapped, you can load them back into the bread bag and deliver to the kitchen

using the outside kitchen entrance (near the garage/shed). Confirmation service hours available. 

th

Please use this link to sign up: 
 https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054EAEA92EA5F49-65431600-september

Questions? Please contact Nancy Kostal, nancymkostal@comcast.net).

Questions? Contact Rick Sickinger at 860-558-6940 or richsickinger@gmail.com

GOT FRUIT???
How will you donate to St. Elizabeth House this month?

It’s as easy as buying some fruit or bread! Or maybe make a casserole or vegetable side?
St. Catherine of Siena provides dinner once a month to residents at the 

St. Elizabeth House in Hartford.
Consider signing up to make a food donation!

Next date is Sunday November 8, 2026!
Questions? Contact Nancy Kostal at: 860-655-5033. For more information or to sign up, follow the link

below, scan the QR code or see paper sign up in the Atrium!
https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/showSignUp/30E044BAFAE2BA3F85-66632394-saint?useFullSite=false

PANTRY PARTNERS 
 Thank you to the volunteers who assisted with the October distribution. Through the generosity

of our parishioners, SCPP provides fresh fruit, vegetables, and protein to families in need. 
The next distribution is November 14th.

https://bit.ly/FTHLunchOct17
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054EAEA92EA5F49-65431600-september
mailto:nancymkostal@comcast.net
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