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A Parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Hartford 

The St. Catherine Parish Legacy Fund is committed to  
ensuring the long-term stability of our parish and its  
ministries.  Please consider a gift in lieu of flowers upon a 
loved one's passing as a way to ensure our community 
will thrive well into the future.   

Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time   November 11, 2018 

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday  
9:00 a.m. through 2:00 p.m.  

Pastor  
The Reverend Michael Whyte, 860 658 1642  
 

PARISH STAFF 
Administrative Assistant-Parish Office  
Mrs. Lisa Cerchia  
860 658 1642 or stcathy@comcast.net  
 

Director of Religious Education  
Mrs. Kathi Bonner  
860 658 4737 or kathidre@aol.com  
 

Director of Youth Ministry  
Youth Ministry Office 
Manuela Hanshaw, 860 658-1642 or 
Manuelahanshawym@gmail.com 
 

Director of Music Ministry 
Mrs. Susan Zybert  
860 217-0600 or susanzybert@comcast.net  
 

Facilities Manager  
Mr. Michael Grappone, 860 658 1642  
 

Parish Council President  
Mr. Mike Coutinho 
860 408 1649 or mikevinda@hotmail.com 
 

Finance Council Chairman  
Mr. Scott Muryasz  
860 693 4164 
 

Parish Legacy Fund Chairman  
Mr. Peter Pabich, 860 408 1254  
 

Parish Lay Trustees  
Mrs. Ann Hoffman, 860 651 3887 
Mr. Steven Moretta, 860 658 9630 

Thanks for worshiping with us. 
If you would like to join our parish 

family, fill out a yellow membership form found 
in the vestibule or atrium and mail it to us, drop 

it in the collection basket or 
call us at 658 1642. 

 

We Welcome You to Our  
Family of Faith! 

Mass/Liturgy Schedule:  
Saturday Vigil at 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Masses at 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  
(Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day Weekend,  
NO 5:00 p.m. Sunday Mass)  
Daily Mass at 8:30 a.m., Monday through Wednesday,  
and Friday. (Yearly)  
  
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday from 4:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m.  
 Monday from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. 
Or by appointment, please calk the parish office. 
 
Baptisms and Baptismal Preparation:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642  
  
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642 at least  
6 months in advance  
  
Choir Practices:  
Adult—Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.  
Youth—Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.  
Contemporary Music Group—Sundays at 4:00 p.m.  
  

Bulletin Deadline: Monday at 10:00 a.m.  
Website News: email to: 
   StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net  
 265 Stratton Brook Road, Box 184,  
West Simsbury, Connecticut 06092  
Tel: 860 658 1642 /Fax: 888 297 3134  
Email: stcathy@comcast.net  
Website: www.stcatherine.info Facebook Page:  
St. Catherine of Siena Parish-West Simsbury CT 

WELCOME! 
We welcome all visitors who are celebrating with us today. As is 
our custom at St. Catherine of Siena, please remain in your pew 
for the singing of the first and last verses of the recessional 
hymn. 

Thank you to all our 
parishioners who by 
their time, talent and 

treasury bring this 
parish to life.  

mailto:StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net
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 Saturday, November 10th @ 5:00 p.m. 

 Mass for Jim Archer, 1st anniversary,  

 requested by Matt & Jackie Sheehan; 

 Sunday, November 11th @ 8:00 am Mass for  

 Deceased Veterans of the Granby  

 American Legion, requested by  

 the Hall Family; 

 Sunday, November 11th @ 11:00 am Mass for  

 Ann Marron, requested by the Horbal Family;  

 Sunday, November 11th @ 5:00 pm Mass for 

 Grade 4 Students; 
 Monday, November 12th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  

 Pam Giana, 1st anniversary, requested by  

 Alisa Picerno; 

 Monday, November 12th @ 7:00 p.m. 

 Rosary; 

 Tuesday, November 13th @ 8:30 Mass for  

 the intentions of Bill Ahearn, requested  

 by the Peterson Family; 

 Tuesday, November 13th @ 9 a.m., Adoration;  

 Wednesday, November 7th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass 

 for a Special Intention;  

 Wednesday, November 14th @ 9:00 a.m.,  

 Rosary for Peace; 

 Friday, November 16th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  

 The Holy Souls in Purgatory,  

 requested by the Ryan Family;  

 Friday, November16th @, 9:00 a.m.;  

 Chaplet of Divine Mercy;   

 Saturday, November 17th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for  

  William Shea, 11th anniversary,  

 requested by Fay Shea; 

 Sunday, November 18th @ 8:00 am Mass for  

 Stanley Burk, birthday remembrance, 

 requested by his family; 

 Sunday, November 18th @ 11:00 am Mass for  

 Rev. Edward J. McLean, 3rd anniversary, 

 requested by Donna Garry; and, 

 Sunday, November 18th @ 5:00 pm Mass for 

 Jean Walker, requested by the Milka Family. 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 

Offertory Collection  
Weekly Collection.               $11,005.60 

    Loose Cash/Checks           $  1,274.60 

    Envelopes                          $  9,731.00 

Cathedraticum*                   -$     440.22 

School Tax*                         -$     440.22 
*Parish taxes paid to the Archdiocese for  

services to the parish. 
Repair & Refurbishment…$      55.00 (additional) 

All Saints……………….…..$1,907.50 

 

Religious Education News  

 GRADE 4 Class Mass is today, Sunday,  
November 11th at 5 pm. All 4th graders are  
expected attend the Mass as part of their Religious 
Education classes. We still have class that morning! 
Children should arrive at the church no later than 
4:30 pm to rehearse. Please remember to bring a 
non-perishable food item for the local food pantry. 
 FIRST RECONCILIATION is next  
Sunday, Nov. 18 at 3 pm in the Church. Please 
arrive at the church at 2:30 p.m. so we begin at  
3 pm. Children should sit their families. 
 PARENT CAFE is open on Sunday,  
Nov. 18th! Plan on staying for a cup of coffee and 
some treats while your child is in class. Join the 
fun, meet some friends and make some new ones! 

Sanctuary Lamp 
Memorial  

This week it burns 

 for  

Marion Lindgren,  

requested by the Rosato Family. 

DEVOTIONAL SCHEDULE 
 Tuesday, following daily Mass join us for  
 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. 
 
 Wednesday following daily Mass the Rosary 

for peace is prayed. 
 
 Friday following daily Mass The Chaplet of 

Divine Mercy is prayed. 
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   FROM FATHER MICHAEL...  

 

RCIA 2018-2019: Becoming Catholic? 
 The process of “becoming Catholic,” known in 
the Church as the Rite of Christian Initiation for 
Adults (RCIA), calls for the “whetting the  
appetite,” if you will, for someone on a journey to a 
deeper relationship with God. RCIA is not meant to 
be a credited course in theology nor is it meant to  
answer every question one has about the Roman  
Catholic faith. Rather, it is meant to open one up to 
come closer to God  via faith in the Church: her  
sacramental life, theology and the lived-experience of 
being Catholic in the community. 
 If you are not Catholic but attend Mass with 
your Catholic family perhaps you’ve considered  
joining them in the practice of the faith.  If so, just 
come to a session and investigate. See why Christ gave 
our Church His Sacramental Life; what does the 
Church say theologically—as opposed to what TV 
portrays as “Catholic,” and learn what it means to be 
part of the Mystical Body of Christ—and how that can 
impact your Eternal Life. The following is our schedule 
for RCIA meetings: 
 Tuesday nights, in the library at 7 p.m. on: 
Nov 11, December 4 & 11, January 8 & 22, Feb 5 & 
19, March 5 & 26, and April 9.  
 

Project Updates to the Parish  
Facilities 
 Thanks to the generosity of our parishioners in  
the monthly Repair and Refurbishment collection, 
Saint Catherine of Siena Parish is able to maintain and 
improve our parish facilities. While no one likes to do 
all these projects, it is certainly better to “keep up 
with things” then to play “catchup.” Current projects 
underway are:  
 
1. New Exterior Doors in the Atrium: the current 
“exterior” doors in the atrium (and Russell Hall which 
will be dealt with later) are actually interior doors and 
over time they have been damaged by the weather. 
Since I’ve been pastor we have had these four doors 
striped and varnished (with marine varnish) two 
times.  At this point it is now time to replace them. 
We ordered new, exterior fiberglass doors that are  
designed for the outside weather and have a lifetime 
guarantee. The doors have a wood grain look texture 
and will have a cherry stain appearance. Using the ex-
isting hardware in order to save money, the four new 
exterior doors and their installation, will cost approxi-
mately $18,000.00. They will not fade, rot, or be  

damaged by the weather and will last longer than me. 
Our current doors have only been in place since 2006.  
 
2. Vestibule Doors: the current vestibule doors were 
also in poor condition but are  repairable. We hired an 
individual to strip the doors, sand and plane them and 
then reseal them. They came out great and have added 
life and functionality. Cost of $700.00. 
 
3. Interior Lights in the Church: With high ceilings 
in the church proper, replacement is an issue. Scaffold-
ing is necessary for most while Mike Grappone and 
Dennis Hannon are able to replace lower hanging 
lights. With scaffolding erected, Valley Electric has 
replaced the high-up bulbs for all of the side spot 
lighting and is working on adding two new additional 
spot lights in order to highlight the Beatitudes sten-
ciled on the walls to either side of the sanctuary. With 
scaffolding in place and workers to complete this pro-
ject—each light whether it was working or not was 
replaced all at once as the main cost involved is the 
scaffolding. Once you have it in place, it is cost effec-
tive to replace every bulb at one time. Cost$800.00. 
 
4. Exterior Parking Lot Lights: The combination of 
this past summer’s bad weather (lighting storms) and 
open fields is never a good combination. Recently our 
parish property was hit more than once by lighting…
An Act of God?...and some damage was done to the 
controls of the parking lot lighting system.  We are 
working with the electrician and the manufacturer—
as well as with Catholic Mutual—to help with the 
cost of these repairs. Estimated costs: $2,500.00. 
 
5. Rectory: Recently the hot water heater ruptured as 
did the main sewer line and both had to be replaced. 
The water heater was 8 years old and the main sewer 
pipe was original to the rectory (40-plus years). Cost 
$2,900.00 ($1400.00, $1500.00 respectively).  
 

Thirty-second Week in Ordinary 
Time  
 Who gets Jesus? This weekend we hear again 
from the Gospel of Mark whom we have been  
listening to for a good part of the past year—and as we 
soon end this current Liturgical Year (with the coming 
of Advent) we will say goodbye to the Markan  
Gospel. Today we hear about a poor widow who put 
into the Temple Treasury the equivalent of about two 
(2) cents while other, more well-to-do members gave 
larger sums of money. And yet, the Lord considers the 
                      Continued on page 6.  
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Parishioner’s Corporal 

 Works of Mercy  

Pantry Partners 
The November distribution date for SCPP is 
November 17th. This will be our regular  
offering. On Sunday, November 18th we will 
distribute Thanksgiving Baskets. We partner 
with the Gables Brigade in Burlington. We  
welcome High School Confirmation students to 
assist in the assembly and distribution. Assembly 
is located at Lewis Mills High School in  
Burlington at 1:00 p.m. and distribution is at 
3:00 p.m. at St. Catherine. Email Mrs. Willis at 
scpp2013@gmail.com for details. 

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 
 

BOSTON MISSION TRIP application 
forms are now being accepted and are due by 
December 7th. For more information, please 
email Mrs. Manuela Hanshaw at  
Manuelahanshawym@gmail.com. 
 

Senior High Youth Ministry–APPLE PIE 
MAKING NIGHT–Sunday, November 18th 
from 6:00–8:00 p.m. in Russell Hall. What 
to bring: A bag of apples, a cutting board and 
an apple peeler. We will provide the rest. 
Pizza and hot cocoa will be served. Thank 
you to our parent volunteers! 
 

Junior High Youth Ministry meets again on 
Monday, November 12th to make STONE 
SOUP for the homeless. Please bring your 
favorite vegetables to add to our soup. Even 
if you have never cooked before, this is sure 
to be a fun evening with something for  
everyone. Pizza and ice cream sundaes will 
be served. Thank you to our parent  
volunteers! 
 

Junior High Youth Ministry–Teen  
volunteers are needed to help with our  
Parish Advent Wreath Making project on 
Sunday, December 2nd from 9-9:30 a.m. 
(immediately following the 8:00 a.m. Mass) 
and from11:45 a.m.–1:30 p.m. Confirmation 
service hours are available. Please contact 
Mrs. Manuela Hanshaw if you are available 
to help. 
 

PARENTS OF ALL 
YOUTH MINISTRY TEENS! 

IMPORTANT: Parents are asked to fill out 
the PARISH PHOTO RELEASE FORM 
which authorizes the parish to post pictures 
of their children at youth ministry events on 
the St. Catherine website and all other  
web-based publications. Forms can be found 
on the St. Catherine of Siena website and in 
the atrium and the vestibule. Please return 
these forms to Mrs. Manuela Hanshaw in the 
youth ministry office by December 1st. 

FEED THE  
HUNGRY  

The next Feed the Hungry  
visit to prepare and serve lunch 
in Hartford will be Saturday, 

November 17th, leaving St. Catherine at 9:30 a.m. 
and returning by 1:30 p.m. Teens and adult  
volunteers are needed. Sign up in the vestibule to  
reserve your spot. The homeless are always in need 
of your generosity!   

Last Call for Halloween Candy! 
Halloween is filled with treats. Share the fun 
and donate a portion of your Halloween  
candy to give treats to Feed the Hungry. All 
treats will be distributed by The Feed the 
Hungry Youth Group at the November 17th 
visit to Saint Elizabeth House. Donations 
may be dropped off in the candy boxes in the 
Atrium & Vestibule.   

Shelter Needs: The shelter in Hartford is in 
need of the following items: 
 Soap, deodorant, shampoo, toothpaste 
and tooth brushes. We are also collecting 
socks, gloves, hats and winter coats. 
 There will be a box in the vestibule to 
collect these items. This is the 3rd & final week. 
Thank you! 

mailto:scpp2013@gmail.com
mailto:Manuelahanshawym@gmail.com
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Upcoming Parish Meetings & Events  

November 
 

-Sun, 11th—Coffee & Donuts, RH, 9 a.m., 12 noon. 
-Sun, 11th—Children’s Liturgy of the Word, RH, 11 a.m. 
-Sun, 11th—Contemporary Choir Rehearsal, MR, 4 p.m. 
-Sun, 11th—Grade 4 Mass, 5 p.m. 
-Mon, 12th—Confession, 6 p.m. 
-Mon, 12th—Jr. High Youth Ministry, RH, 7 p.m. 
-Tues, 13th—Children’s Choir Rehearsal, MR, 6:30 p.m. 
-Tues, 13th—Adult Choir Rehearsal, MR, 7:30 p.m. 
-Wed, 14th—Texas Hold’em Poker Night, RH, 6:30 p.m. 
-Thurs, 15th—Renew, Library, 10 a.m. 
-Sat, 17th—Leak Rake, RH, 7:30 a.m. 
-Sat, 17th—Pantry Partners, Vestibule, 9 a.m. 
-Sat, 17th—Feed the Hungry 
-Sun, 18th—Children’s Liturgy of the Word, RH, 11 a.m. 
-Sun, 18th—First Reconciliation, Church, 3 p.m. 
-Sun, 18th—Pantry Partners Thanksgiving Distribution, 
  Kitchen sidewalk , 3 p.m. 
-Sun, 18th—Youth Ministry Pie Night, RH, 6 p.m. 
-Mon, 19th—Mass at McLean Home, 11 a.m. 
-Mon, 19th—Confession, 6 p.m. 
-Mon, 19th—Thanksgiving Centerpieces, RH, 6:30 p.m. 
-Tues, 20th—Mom’s at Mass, 8:30 am. 
-Thurs, 22nd—Thanksgiving Day Mass, 9 a.m. 
-Fri, 23rd—Office Closed. 
-Sat, 24th—Rain date for Leaf Rake, RH, 7:30 a.m. 
-Sun, 25th—St. Elizabeth House, parking lot, 3:45 p.m. 
-Mon, 26th—Confession, 6 p.m. 
-Mon, 26th—Prayer Shawl, Library, 7 p.m. 
-Tues, 27th—Children’s Choir Rehearsal, MR, 6:30 p.m. 
-Tues, 27th—Adult Choir Rehearsal, MR, 7:30 p.m. 
-Wed, 28th—Advent Bible Study, RH, 9:15 a.m. 

Wedding Banns III 
Christina Nicole Hammond & 

and 
Christopher Shinji Robert Sjogren 

November 16, 2018. 
 
 

Wedding Banns I 
Xiomara Rivera 

and  
Michael Urbanati 

November 30, 2018 

Mark your calendars. Join the 
Women's Club Ministry on Monday,  
November 19th, at 6:30 p.m. in Russell 
Hall and create a festive floral  
arrangement for your Thanksgiving table 
and one to donate to residents of Chelsea 
Place Care Center in Hartford. Bring  
flowers, containers, and cutting tools. Filler, 
Oasis and guidance will be provided. The 
Women's Club Ministry will deliver the  
donated arrangements to Hartford.  

Please join the Men's Club for the  

Annual Texas Hold 'em Tournament, 
November 14th, 6:30 p.m., Russell Hall.  

 
No experience is  
necessary; instructions on 
how to play will be given 
prior to the tournament. 
All parishioners are wel-
come to attend. Beer, wine 

and pizza will be served. Please RSVP Tom  
Lonergan at txlone@cox.net or call 
860-817-2921 if you plan to attend. 

Pro-Life Thought of the Week  
 

The pre born child is the most vulnerable 
member of the human family, yet the 
least protected.  
  Life Action Web Site, June 4, 2018 

There will be a Healing Mass  

each first Friday of the month 

beginning December 7th 

at 8:30 a.m. All are welcome. 

Receive the Sacrament of the 

Anointing of the Sick. 

mailto:txlone@cox.net
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LAST CALL for the ANNUAL LEAF 
RAKE, November 17th at 7:30 a.m. 

in Russell Hall.  
 Please feel free to contact Bill or Liam  
Tagliatela with questions or if you would like to 
sign up via e-mail, (860)930-3322  
wtagliatela@gmail.com or liamtagliate-
la@gmail.com. Lunch will be served after the 
raking is complete. Rain date will be November 

24th. Thank you for all you do. 

It's a parish family tradition!  
Don't miss this year's  
Advent Wreath making on 
Sunday, December 2nd at 
12:00 pm in Russell Hall 
after the 11:00 am Mass.  
This is an event for all  
parishioners, young and old! 
We'll supply the materials 

and you will build your original Advent wreath 
with greens. Please bring a dessert to share. 
The Sign-up Sheet will be in the Atrium.  
Volunteers are needed to help too. Contact  
Karen or Rich Sickinger at 860-408-1295 or  
sickfam@comcast.net with any questions. 

Fr. Michael continued……….. 
  
widows gift to be of greater value than “the larger 
sums.” Why? 
 As the Lord tells us—the widow gave from 
what little she had, her poverty. The two cents  
emptied her pocketbook and perhaps she had no  
money left for food or other daily expenses but that 
did not stop her. The wealthy gave to the treasury 
from their surplus, their abundance--and we can  
image that that donation did not impact the choices 
for dinner or oil for their lamps.  
 The great scripture scholar, the late Fr. Daniel 
Harrington, S.J., who until his death was chair of  
Theology at Boston College, wrote a commentary on 
the Markan Gospel speaking to Mark’s use of “minor 
characters” who understood Jesus and His message in 
contrast to Jesus’ own Apostles and disciples and 
their lack of understanding. Father Harrington notes 
“minor characters” such as today’s widow who gave 
out of humility or the scribe last week who asked  
Jesus which was the first of all the commandments, or 
even the Centurion on Calvary. An outsider, who  
declared Jesus as the Son of God—these “minor  
characters,” came to understand Jesus and His  
message more easily than those closest to the Lord. 
Why? Because they allowed their hearts to be open to 
“genuine holiness and so it resided in them through a 
humble spirit,” as Fr. Harrington notes. 
 Today’s gospel message is not about the “size 
of the check” but rather it is about being in right  
relationship with God and those around us—our 
neighbors—and doing what we can with the gifts we 
have. Humility is key!  

The 18th Annual Gabel Basket  

Brigade: 
 Sunday, November 18th, 1:00-3:00 p.m. 
at Lewis Mills High School, Burlington, CT. 
Build baskets filled with turkey and all the fixin’s 
needed for families,  
seniors and veterans. 
Please contact Gory & 
Donna Gabel Foundation, 
Inc. at860-299-6074 to 
register or make a  
donation. Hours for 
Confirmation will be  
offered as it is a "Feed 
the Hungry" service  
project. 

The Knights of Columbus 
wish to thank all the  
parishioners, for their 
contributions to our  
recent Tootsie Roll Drive, 
the money goes to help 
several group homes,  
Favrah and the Special 

       Olympics.  

We are looking for 8 people 

to help assemble the parish 

Christmas cards. Please call 

the office, 658-1642, if you 

are interested and we’ll 

schedule a date. The project 

usually takes 3 or 4 hours. 

   Thanks! 

mailto:wtagliatela@gmail.com
mailto:liamtagliatela@gmail.com
mailto:liamtagliatela@gmail.com
mailto:sickfam@comcast.net
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Around Our Archdiocese  
of Hartford… 

Little Sisters of the Poor  

SAVE THE DATE:  
“BAKING SPIRITS BRIGHT!" for 

Little Sisters of the Poor:  

Once again, the Little Sisters have asked if we 
would be willing to bake, specifically cookies*, 
for their annual Christmas Bazaar in Enfield on 

Saturday, November 17th to benefit Saint  
Joseph's Residence. Sign-ups will be  

forthcoming with more details. Baked goods 
may be dropped off starting Thursday after 
noon, November 15th, in the kitchen on the  

labelled carts for Friday a.m. pick-up at St C's 
November 16th after 8:30am daily Mass. Thank 
you for your consideration. *brownies, squares 

also welcome but no breads, cakes or pies at 
this time. Need not be Christmas themed. 

Employment Opportunities 
 
 Licensed Clinical Social Worker needed to work 

full-time/part-time for Franciscan Home Care and 
Hospice Care, a faith-based home health care 
agency serving central Connecticut.  Responsibili-
ties include assessing, counseling, and providing 
psychotherapeutic treatment, rehabilitation, and 
care coordination for patients in their homes.  
Home care experience preferred, driver’s license 
needed, and computer knowledge preferred. Join 
our team of home health care professional.  Call 
Marie Laffin at  (203) 238-1441 or visit francis-
canhc.org. 

 CNA needed for a home health aide position 
Franciscan Home Care and Hospice Care  

 licensed, faith-based home health care agency. 
 

Contact Marie Laffin, RN, 203-238-1441 or 
send resume to franciscanhc.org. 

St. Patrick Church, 110 Main Street, 
Farmington, will host their annual  

International Bazaar, Saturday 
Nov. 17, 2018, 9 AM–6 PM in  
St. Patrick Church hall and  

after all Masses on Sunday, Nov. 18.   
 Fair Trade crafts and food will be sold 
as well as handcrafted jewelry, clothing, wood 
and metalwork art, and more from Haiti, 
Uganda, Guatemala, Peru, Catholic Relief 
Services, and more. The Bazaar offers us an 
opportunity to more fully integrate our  
principles with our purchasing patterns. By 
purchasing fairly traded foods and handcrafts 
we are making a conscious choice to buy 
from poor people in a way that promises to 
help lift them out of poverty. 
 The church youth group will sell “Heifer 
Giving Cards” to benefit Heifer International. A 
light lunch will be available on Saturday. Free 
Admission. For more information contact Sue 
Petruzzi at s.petruzzi@comcast.net. 
 

PLEASE COME AND SHOP  
FOR A GOOD CAUSE! 

mailto:s.petruzzi@comcast.net
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Support your parish bulletin! 
Reach a whole new market?  

Place your business ad in our bulletin by calling 
the parish office,860-658-1642. 

This Bulletin is paid for by our Advertisers   
And for our part, Please shop local! 


