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A Parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Hartford 

The St. Catherine Parish Legacy Fund is committed to  
ensuring the long-term stability of our parish and its  
ministries.  Please consider a gift in lieu of flowers upon a 
loved one's passing as a way to ensure our community 
will thrive well into the future.   

Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time   September 16,  2018 

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday  
9:00 a.m. through 2:00 p.m.  

Pastor  
The Reverend Michael Whyte, 860 658 1642  
 

PARISH STAFF 
Administrative Assistant-Parish Office  
Mrs. Lisa Cerchia  
860 658 1642 or stcathy@comcast.net  
 

Director of Religious Education  
Mrs. Kathi Bonner  
860 658 4737 or kathidre@aol.com  
 

Director of Youth Ministry  
Youth Ministry Office 
Manuela Hanshaw, 860 658-1642 or 
Manuelahanshawym@gmail.com 
 

Director of Music Ministry 
Mrs. Susan Zybert  
860 217-0600 or susanzybert@comcast.net  
 

Facilities Manager  
Mr. Michael Grappone, 860 658 1642  
 

Parish Council President  
Mr. Mike Coutinho 
860 408 1649 or mikevinda@hotmail.com 
 

Finance Council Chairman  
Mr. Scott Muryasz  
860 693 4164 
 

Parish Legacy Fund Chairman  
Mr. Peter Pabich, 860 408 1254  
 

Parish Lay Trustees  
Mrs. Ann Hoffman, 860 651 3887 
Mr. Steven Moretta, 860 658 9630 

Thanks for worshiping with us. 
If you would like to join our parish 

family, fill out a yellow membership form found 
in the vestibule or atrium and mail it to us, drop 

it in the collection basket or 
call us at 658 1642. 

 

We Welcome You to Our  
Family of Faith! 

Mass/Liturgy Schedule:  
Saturday Vigil at 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Masses at 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  
(Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day Weekend,  
NO 5:00 p.m. Sunday Mass)  
Daily Mass at 8:30 a.m., Monday through Wednesday,  
and Friday. (Yearly)  
  
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday from 4:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m.  
 Monday from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. 
Or by appointment, please calk the parish office. 
 
Baptisms and Baptismal Preparation:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642  
  
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642 at least  
6 months in advance  
  
Choir Practices:  
Adult—Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.  
Youth—Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.  
Contemporary Music Group—Sundays at 4:00 p.m.  
  

Bulletin Deadline: Monday at 10:00 a.m.  
Website News: email to: 
   StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net  
 265 Stratton Brook Road, Box 184,  
West Simsbury, Connecticut 06092  
Tel: 860 658 1642 /Fax: 888 297 3134  
Email: stcathy@comcast.net  
Website: www.stcatherine.info Facebook Page:  
St. Catherine of Siena Parish-West Simsbury CT 

WELCOME! 
We welcome all visitors who are celebrating with us today. As is 
our custom at St. Catherine of Siena, please remain in your pew 
for the singing of the first and last verses of the recessional 
hymn. 

“And the king will say to them 
in reply, ‘Amen, I say to you, 
whatever you did for one of 
these least brothers of mine, 

you did for me.’ ” MT 25:40  

mailto:StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net
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 Saturday, September 15th @ 5:00 p.m. 

 Mass for Margaret Hopkins,  

 requested by Barbara& Dick Hopkins and family; 

 Sunday, September 16th @ 8:00 am Mass for  

 Francis Milka, 5th anniversary, 

 requested by his family;  

 Sunday, September 16th @ 11:00 am Mass for  

 Janet Picerno, birthday remembrance; 

 requested by her family,  

 Sunday, September 16th @ 5:00 pm Mass for 
 Albie Sindelar, requested by  

 the Striefler Family; 
 Monday, September 17th@ 8:30 a.m. Mass for 

 Ann Doe Little, birthday remembrance, 

 requested by her family; 

 Tuesday, September 18th @ 8:30 Mass for 

 Frank & Mary Amann, 

 requested by their family; 

 Tuesday, September 18th @ 9 a.m., Adoration;  

 Wednesday, September 19th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass 

 for John Coleman, requested by Marcia Payne;  

 Wednesday, September 19th @ 9:00 a.m.,  

 Rosary for Peace; 

 Friday, September 21st @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  

 John & Dorothy Warden, requested by the  

 Ryan Family; 

 Friday, September 21st @, 9:00 a.m.; 

 Chaplet of Divine Mercy;   

 Saturday, September 22nd @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for 

 Milton Roundtree, requested by  

 the Connors Family; 

 Sunday, September 23rd @ 8:00 am Mass for  

 Mary Pershing;  

 Sunday, September 23rd @ 11:00 am Mass for  

 Elizabeth Jean Roher; requested by  

 The Adult Choir, and,  

 Sunday, September 23rd @ 5:00 pm Mass for 
 Brian Flanagan, birthday  

 remembrance, requested by  

 the Cummings Family. 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 

Offertory Collection  

Weekly Collection.               $10,244.50 

    Loose Cash/Checks           $ 1,477.50 

    Envelopes                          $ 8,747.00 

Cathedraticum*                   -$    562.35 

School Tax*                         -$    562.35 
*Parish taxes paid to the Archdiocese for  

services to the parish. 

Repair & Refurbishment $5,383.00. 

Religious Education News  
 
 FIRST DAY OF REL ED K-10! Today, 
Sunday, September 16th. There will be a parent 
meeting, K-8 in the cafeteria during class time. 
See you there! 
 
 Confirmation I & II Meet today, Sunday, 
September 16th. Confirmation I Candidates 
should bring their books with them.  
Confirmation II Candidates will receive their 
books. Morning classes at HJMS begin promptly 
at 9:15 am.  Evening classes: Confirmation I at  
6 pm and Confirmation II at 7:15 pm. Please be 
on time! 
 
 Coffee Cafe is open next Sunday,  
September 23rd in the cafeteria at Henry James 
during Rel Ed classes. Join us for fellowship, 
meet old friends and make some one friends. 
 
 First Reconciliation Parent Meeting is 
Sunday, September 30th! All parents of children 
preparing for this sacrament should attend this 
meeting, HJMS cafeteria, 9:30 am- 10:25 am. 

Sanctuary Lamp 
Memorial  

This week it burns 

 for  

The Holy Souls in Purgatory. 

DEVOTIONAL SCHEDULE 
 Tuesday, following daily Mass join us for  
 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. 
 
 Wednesday following daily Mass the Rosary 

for World Peace is prayed. 
 
 Friday following daily Mass The Chaplet of 

Divine Mercy is prayed. 

Wedding Banns I 

 

Lauren Kostak & Nicholas Larsen 

October 4, 2018. 
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   FROM FATHER MICHAEL... 
 

 

 
Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time: What do my actions say about me?  
 In our Catholic Christian faith, corporal works 
of mercy are a “big thing.” Jesus not only spoke about 
service, or corporal works of mercy, He actually did 
them—giving new meaning to “actions speak louder 
than words.” In fact, the mission and ministry of Jesus 
came to be known as “the Suffering Servant” by Scrip-
ture scholars and Christ Himself said, “Just so, the Son 
of Man did not come to be served but to serve and to 
give his life as a ransom for many.” (MT: 30:28, MK 
10:45 and John 13:1-7)  
 Today some Christians are indifferent to the 
importance of the works of mercy—both their value in 
providing for others in need and also in the act of 
“doing for others” the formative value of the one  
helping out. “Practice makes perfect,” a common  
saying today—St Thomas Aquinas referred to this as 
“habitus,” the virtue of doing something routinely, 
such as feeding the hungry, caring for the poor or truth 
telling, where the “doing of it” creates a virtue within 
us. Yet, part of our modern culture believes that “just 
showing up is 90 percent” of everything. But Christ 
did not just “show up” and stand around. He rolled up 
His sleeves and got busy in the midst of the dirtiness 
of everyday human life—and acted.  
 Last weekend’s gospel reported Jesus healing 
the deaf and mute man while other gospels show Jesus 
feeding the hungry, giving drink to the thirsty and 
even raising a young man to new life at the gates to the 
City of Nain when He said “Rise” and touching the 
young man’s arm in the coffin, he came back to life as 
his mother watched. In heling lepers and caring for 
orphans and widows Christ began His Church’s long 
and powerful history of corporal works of mercy, 
which has become so ingrained in our faith tradition 
that the Roman Catholic Church is now the largest 
private provider of social services in the United States 
and in the world. Evidenced by Catholic Charities, the 
Knights of Malta and Columbus, parish soup kitchens,  
homeless shelters run by numerous religious orders, 
Catholic schools and after school tutoring sessions, to 
the works of untold parish ministries and religious 
retreat houses, to the Passionist hospitals and orphan-
ages in Haiti, and beyond—the Roman Catholic 
Church is the definition of Christ’s Sermon on the 
Mount—the Beatitudes—a blueprint for Christian 
living. And that’s not by way of bragging but rather a 
faith-based declaration. 
   

The Catholic Church—the original Christian Church 
founded by Christ and handed over to His Apostles—
does not believe in Sola Scriptura (scripture alone). 
Rather, good works as a lived faith, is noted in today’s 
second reading from the Letter of James (chapter 2): 
“What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone 
says he has faith but does not have works? Can that 
faith save him? If a brother or sister has nothing to 
wear and has no food for the day, and one of you says 
to them, "Go in peace, keep warm, and eat well," but 
you do not give them the necessities of the body, what 
good is it? So also faith of itself, if it does not have 
works, is dead.”  The Son of God Himself took to the 
streets and fields of the world and fed the hungry, 
healed the sick and brought truth to the ignorant.  
 The heart and soul of our Christian faith is the 
belief in Jesus Christ as the Son of God—and to illustrate that 
belief in both Word and deed—the latter by way of charity 
expressed in the lived Christian lives of everyday peo-
ple. There is an “interesting” television commercial by 
Southern by New Hampshire University that states 
“the world distributes talents equally, but not  
opportunities…” I think they are dead wrong.  
Talents—or gifts—come from God and are given to 
each of us according to our needs. Not all of us will be 
math scholars nor are we all mechanics or high tech 
gurus or corporate strategists. But each, according to 
God’s plan, is given gifts to complete the ‘tapestry” of 
the human family of God’s plan. From a Catholic  
perspective, some of us will be strong in the faith and 
the devotional life of the Church to proclaim God in 
prayer—the rosary, in Adoration of the Blessed  
Sacrament, in the full participation in the Mass,  
praying the Breviary—saying the Office and Hours of 
the Church; some will find a home in carrying out the 
corporal and spiritual works of mercy—through the 
Knights of Malta or the Knights of Columbus, some 
organizing a homeless shelter, or running the ministry 
of Pantry Partners or St. Elizabeth House, in youth 
ministry or religious education, in knitting prayer 
shawls or baptismal blankets. Saint Catherine of Siena 
Parish offers a whole host of ways and means to live 
out your faith with more than 20 active ministries and 
programs—from Lenten Mercy Project or the Advent 
Giving Tree to the Men’s and Women’s Clubs, to  
Parish Council and so much more. What matters is 
not the “what” of doing things but rather the “doing 
something.” Actually we need to hear the words of 
Christ spoken to the dead man at gates of Nain: “Rise!” 
– and then we need to get up and do something…our 
part in making the tapestry of faith complete.   
 
    Continued on page 7. 
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St. Elizabeth House 

St. Elizabeth House-next service date is 
September 23rd. Food needs to be ready to 

serve (casseroles hot, salad pre-cut) and at the 
church by 3:45 p.m. Please sign up in the atrium.  

Questions, please contact Leila Bruno at  
(860) 392-8585. Thank you! 

Parishioner’s Corporal 

 Works of Mercy &  

Parish Ministry News 

Pantry Partners 
Thank you to all of the volunteers who assisted 
24 families in our distribution on Saturday 
morning. SCPP is a ministry that supports our 
Simsbury neighbors stretch their food budgets 
on a monthly basis. We are able to do this be-
cause of your support. Thank you. 

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 
 

CAR WASH INFORMATION AND 
TICKET SALES AFTER 
ALL MASSES, Saturday, 
September 15th–Sunday, 

September 16th. Youth  
ministry leaders announce at 
each Mass and sell car wash tickets to fund the 
Feed the Hungry ministry for one full year. Ticket 
sales after every Mass this weekend. 
 

1. Sunday, September 23 - TWO 
EVENTS:12:00 Noon-2:30 CAR WASH 
(rain or shine) to benefit Feed the Hungry. 
Please wear your new Youth Ministry t-shirt.   
Junior and Senior High welcome. If you have not 
yet registered for youth ministry, please contact 
Mrs. Hanshaw at Manuelahan-
shawym@gmail.com. 
 

2. Sunday evening, 6:00-7:45 p.m., 
RELAX BY THE FIRE PIT for Senior 
High. We will gather around the fire pit in celebra-
tion of a hard day of service. Please bring an appe-
tizer or a dessert to share and a teen topic of your 
choice. We will relax, play some games and make 
s’mores. (If raining, we will be in Russell Hall). 
Musical instruments are welcome!  
 

Missed the KICKOFF meetings? If you 
missed the kickoff but are registered with Youth 
Ministry, look for weekly email newsletter  
detailing all upcoming activities. You can pick up 
your Youth Ministry t-shirt at the Car Wash on 
September 23 before the start time of 12 noon.  
 

Unregistered for Youth Ministry? A 
calendar of events for both junior and senior high 
can be found in the atrium and vestibule. There is 
still time to fill out a registration form found on the  
St. Catherine of Siena web page at 
www.stcatherine.info. 
 

Moms and Dads – WE NEED YOU!!! 
Help us ensure the safety of our teens at the  
CAR WASH. If you can volunteer, please contact  
Manuela Hanshaw at  
Manuelahanshawym@gmail.com. 
 

Give Youth Ministry A Try! 

FEED THE HUNGRY  
The next Feed the Hungry 
visit to prepare and serve 
lunch in Hartford will be  
Saturday, September 22nd, 
leaving St. Catherine at 
9:30AM and returning by 
1:30PM. Teens and adult 
volunteers are needed. Sign 

up in the vestibule to reserve your spot. The  
homeless are always in need of your generosity!   

The St. Catherine Welcome  

Ministry invites you to join us 

at the 11am Mass today, Sunday,  

September 16th to welcome back new 

and returning parishioners!  

Light refreshments will be served in 

Russell Hall following Mass. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

mailto:Manuelahanshawym@gmail.com
mailto:Manuelahanshawym@gmail.com
http://www.stcatherine.info
mailto:Manuelahanshawym@gmail.com


 5 

Upcoming Parish Meetings 

 & Events for September 
-Sat, 15th & Sun, 16th—Car Wash tickets for sale  
  after Masses in the Atrium. 
-Sun, 16th—Welcome Event, RH, 12 Noon. 
-Sun, 16th—Contemporary Choir Rehearsal, MR, 4 p.m. 
-Sun, 16th—Confirmation, all rooms, 6 p.m. 
-Mon, 17th—Mass at McLean Home, 11 a.m. 
-Mon, 17th—Confession, church, 6 p.m. 
-Tues, 18th—Mom’s at Mass, 8:30 a.m. 
-Tues, 18th—Children’s Choir Rehearsal, MR, 6 p.m 
-Tues, 18th—Adult Choir Rehearsal, MR, 7:30 p.m. 
-Wed, 19th—Bible Basics, RH, 7 p.m. 
-Sat, 22nd—Feed the Hungry, 9:30 a.m. 
-Sun, 23rd—Children’s Liturgy of the Word, RH, 11 a.m. 
-Sun, 23rd—CAR WASH, parking lot, 12 Noon. 
-Sun, 23rd—St. Elizabeth House, parking lot, 3:45 p.m. 
-Sun, 23rd—Contemporary Choir Rehearsal, MR, 4 p.m. 
-Sun, 23rd—Sr. High Youth Group, RH, 6 p.m. 
-Mon, 24th—NO Confession. 
-Mon, 24th—Prayer Shawl, Library, 7 p.m. 
-Tues, 25th—Children’s Choir Rehearsal, MR, 6 p.m 
-Tues, 25th—Adult Choir Rehearsal, MR, 7:30 p.m. 
-Thurs, 27th—Girl Scouts, RH, 7 p.m. 
-Sat, 29th—Mass & A Movie, Church, 5 p.m. 
-Sun, 30th—Children’s Liturgy of the Word, RH, 11 a.m. 
-Sun, 30th—Contemporary Choir Rehearsal, MR, 4 p.m. 
-Sun, 30th—Confirmation, all rooms, 6 p.m. 

Bible Basics! Back by 
popular demand! 

Wednesday,  
September 19th,  

7pm- 9 pm.  
 

 
This a repeat of the class offered in July  
providing a Catholic perspective on the Bible. 
Find out what the Bible is, what it isn't, some 
easy Bible vocabulary, how to locate the 
“books”, chapters and verses.  
  

 We will learn the differences between the 
Old Testament and New Testament. 

  

 We will learn how Catholics are to read the  
Bible.  
 
 We will make sense of challenging texts,  
contradictions, weird references. 
 

 We will have fun! 

 

Please register by email to Kathidre@aol.com. 

Calling Young Families! 
 Join us for Mass and a Movie 

on Saturday, September 29
th
. Worship at the 

5:00 PM Mass and following it enjoy the 

adventure of Moana, a Walt Disney  

animated film of a teenager who sails out on 

a mission to save her people. Along the way, 

Moana fulfills the ancient quest of her ances-

tors and discovers her own identity. It will be 

a family event filled with praise and fun on 

the back lawn! Bring chairs, blankets and a 

picnic dinner. Popcorn will be provided! 

The movie will start at sunset! See you there! 

Northwest Catholic $10K Raffle Tickets 

Available at St. Catherine of Siena on 

September 29th & 30th.  

 Tickets will be available 
for purchase after all the  
Masses during the weekend of 
September 29th & 30th for 
Northwest Catholic High 
School’s $10K Raffle  
fundraiser, to benefit the  

Northwest Catholic Fund. The NWC Fund  
annually supports the school's operating budget 
and the exceptional educational and financial aid 
programs that distinguish Northwest Catholic. 
Tickets are $20 each and only 3,000 tickets are 
available for sale. The grand prize is $10,000, 
with a second prize of $2,500 and a third prize of 
$1,000. The drawing will be held on Thurs., 
Nov. 22, 2018 during halftime of Northwest 
Catholic's Thanksgiving morning football game. 
Ticket holders do not need to be present to win. 
Visit www.NorthwestCatholic.org/Raffle for 
more information. Thanks for your support for 
NWC and our students! 

http://www.NorthwestCatholic.org/Raffle
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A Weekend with Dan Schutte, October 26th-27th.  

A National Pastoral Musician Managed Event. 

 Friday, 7:30 p.m.: An Evening of Music and 

Reflection--All are welcome! 
Much more than a concert, this evening of prayerful music is more like an evening 
of prayer than a concert performance. In the course of the evening Dan invites  
people to join him in singing some of the pieces that have shaped and inspired the 
faith of so many. He includes songs that have been part of our faith journey for 
many years and introduces new works that exhibit that same enduring quality of 

deep faith and relationship with God. Minimum donation: $10 person; $25 per family. 

 Saturday, 9 a.m. - 12 Noon: Choir Workshop  
Join Dan for a morning workshop for Parish Music Ministers-singers, cantors, choir directors and instrumentalists. In 
addition to singing through some of Dan’s music, there will be time to nurture our own spirituality of being good 
ministers, imagine how we might improve our ministry as well as plenty of time to ask questions and share mutual 
wisdom.  Let’s gather to enrich the ministry we do for the People of God. Registration at 8:30 a,m.$5.00 per person 
with MPM individual membership of $20.00 or Parish Membership of $100.00. 
 

Both events here at St. Catherine of Siena Parish. Registration info to follow. 

 

 
 

 

Family Life Education thanks 
the parishioners of 

Saint Catherine of Siena 

for your generous support of 

the Back to School Drive. 
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Little Sisters of the Poor in Enfield 
1. Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser, October 12th from 

5-8 p.m. $10/adults, 5/children (12 and under). At 
the St. Joseph Residence, 1365 Enfield St, Enfield, 
CT. 

2. Craft Fair, October 13th from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Food, local vendors and raffles. At the St. Joseph 
Residence, 1365 Enfield St, Enfield, CT. 

 
And, lastly, they are seeking unwant-
ed jewelry which may be dropped off 
to Sister Frances or Christina. For 
more information or tickets please 
contact the Little Sisters,  
860-741-0791. 

Around Our Archdiocese  
of Hartford… 

Please join us for a Day of Retreat sponsored by 
the Ladies of St. Ann Sodality. This event is open to all 
men and women. 

‘We are a Resurrection People’ 
Saturday, October 6, 2018, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at 

St. Francis De Sales Church- St. Ann Parish Hall,  
215 West St., Bristol, CT 

Fee: $10, Lunch provided. 
 
Pre-registration required. So that we can have 
enough material and food available. Please call Diane, 
860-589-7318 before Saturday, September 29, 2018 

Wedding Anniversary 
 Mass Celebration 

 

Sunday, October 14th, 2:00 p.m. 
 

St. Joseph Cathedral, Hartford 
 

 

 Anyone celebrating an anniversary 
that would like to attend may call the  
parish office by Friday, September 21st, 
860-.658-1642. We will register you and you 
will receive an invitation from the  
Archbishop.  

RACHEL’S VINEYARD RETREAT  
 If you are suffering from an abortion,  
experience the healing love of Jesus Christ on a 
Rachel's Vineyard Retreat weekend October 19-21, 
2018 in Litchfield, CT The weekend healing process 
includes discussions, Living Scriptures with  
meditations, the Sacrament of Reconciliation, a  
Memorial Service and Mass of Entrustment.  
Participation is totally confidential and offers a  
beautiful opportunity to experience God's love,  
forgiveness and compassion. Both women and men 
have participated in past retreats and have ranged in 
age from teens to mid-eighties. The fee for the  
weekend is $175.00 for meals, private room and all 
retreat materials. Scholarships are available for  
financial assistance. For more information contact  
Marie at 203-631-9030, email her at 
mlaffin@prolifeministry.org, or visit our website at 
www.rachelsvineyard.org 

Fr. Michael continued... 

Altar Server Training 
 For those who were unable to attend the altar 
server training last month please take note of this  
second training session to be held on Tuesday,  
September 25th from 4 to 5:30 p.m. in the Church 
proper. If you did not sign-up to be an altar server but 
would like to join this team of helpers, please call the 
parish office (658 1642) and leave your name with  
Lisa Cerchia. Thank you for your willingness to help!  

 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults 
(RCIA) 
 The RCIA program brings those who are not 
Catholic into full communion with the Catholic 
Church. It also brings Catholics who have been  
baptized but perhaps did not make their First Holy 
Communion or their Confirmation and now wish to 
complete their Sacraments.  
 If you are married to a Roman Catholic and  
attend Mass here and have considered looking into the 
Catholic Faith, please come to our first meeting and 
learn what the process is all about. If you have not  
received your Confirmation or maybe even your First 
Holy Communion and wish to complete your  
Sacraments—come join us too on—Tuesday,  
25 September at 7 p.m. in the Library off the Atrium. 
We look forward to seeing you and to begin your  
consideration of a deeper journey into the Christian 
faith. You may also feel free to speak to me after Mass or 
call me at the parish office, 658 1642. Thanks, -Fr. Michael  
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Support your parish bulletin! 
Reach a whole new market?  

Place your business ad in our bulletin 
by calling the parish office, 

860-658-1642. 
This Bulletin is paid 

for by our Advertisers   
And for our part, Please shop local! 


