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A Parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Hartford 

The St. Catherine Parish Legacy Fund is committed to  
ensuring the long-term stability of our parish and its  
ministries.  Please consider a gift in lieu of flowers upon a 
loved one's passing as a way to ensure our community 
will thrive well into the future.   

The Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time       July 22, 2018 

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday  
9:00 a.m. through 2:00 p.m.  

Pastor  
The Reverend Michael Whyte, 860 658 1642  
 

PARISH STAFF 
Administrative Assistant-Parish Office  
Mrs. Lisa Cerchia  
860 658 1642 or stcathy@comcast.net  
 

Director of Religious Education  
Mrs. Kathi Bonner  
860 658 4737 or kathidre@aol.com  
 

Director of Youth Ministry  
Mrs. Judy Pluta  
860 408 9888 or judyplutaym@gmail.com  
 

Director of Music Ministry 
Mrs. Susan Zybert  
860 217-0600 or susanzybert@comcast.net  
 

Facilities Manager  
Mr. Michael Grappone, 860 658 1642  
 

Parish Council President  
Mr. Mike Coutinho 
860 408 1649 or mikevinda@hotmail.com 
 

Finance Council Chairman  
Mr. Scott Muryasz  
860 693 4164 
 

Parish Legacy Fund Chairman  
Mr. Peter Pabich, 860 408 1254  
 

Parish Lay Trustees  
Mrs. Ann Hoffman, 860 651 3887 
Mr. Steven Moretta, 860 658 9630 

Thanks for worshiping with us. 
If you would like to join our parish 

family, fill out a yellow membership form found 
in the vestibule or atrium and mail it to us, drop 

it in the collection basket or 
call us at 658 1642. 

 

We Welcome You to Our  
Family of Faith! 

Mass/Liturgy Schedule:  
Saturday Vigil at 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Masses at 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  
(Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day Weekend,  
NO 5:00 p.m. Sunday Mass)  
Daily Mass at 8:30 a.m., Monday through Wednesday,  
and Friday. (Yearly)  
  
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday from 4:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m.  
 Monday from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. 
 
Baptisms and Baptismal Preparation:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642  
  
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642 at least  
6 months in advance  
  
Choir Practices:  
Adult—Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.  
Youth—Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.  
Contemporary Music Group—Sundays at 4:00 p.m.  
  

Bulletin Deadline: Monday at 10:00 a.m.  
Website News: email to: 
   StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net  
  
265 Stratton Brook Road, Box 184,  
West Simsbury, Connecticut 06092  
Tel: 860 658 1642 /Fax: 888 297 3134  
Email: stcathy@comcast.net  
Website: www.stcatherine.info Facebook Page:  
St. Catherine of Siena Parish-West Simsbury CT 

WELCOME! 
We welcome all visitors who are celebrating with us today. As is 
our custom at St. Catherine of Siena, please remain in your pew 
for the singing of the first and last verses of the recessional 
hymn. 

 

Be an organ 

donor. Give 

Your heart to 

Christ! 

mailto:StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net
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 Saturday, July 21st @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for 

 Tony Pereira, requested by  

 Kathy & Mike Reilley; 

 Sunday, July 22nd @ 8:00 am Mass for  

 Robert Perry, requested by  

 Susan & Jason Zybert; 

 Sunday, July 22nd @ 11:00 am Mass for  

 Dennis Antonucci, 2nd anniversary,  

 requested by Donna Garry; 
 Monday, July 23rd @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for 

 Special Intention; 

 Tuesday, July 24th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for the 

 Intentions of Kathy Klemanski; 

 Tuesday, July 24th @ 9 a.m., Adoration;  

 Wednesday, July 25th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for 

 Alejandroa Aybar, requested by the 

 Lynch-MacNeil Family;  

 Wednesday, July 25th @ 9:00 a.m.,  

 Rosary for Peace; 

 Friday, July 27th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  

 Joanie Bergdahl, requested by  

 the Bonner Family; 

 Friday, July 27th @, 9:00 a.m.; 

 Chaplet of Divine Mercy;   

 Saturday, July 28th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for 

 Jim Sullivan, requested by  

 Barbara & Dick Hopkins; 

 Sunday, July 29th @ 8:00 am Mass for  

 Dorothy Conklin, requested by  

 Julia & Myles McCabe; and,  

 Sunday, July 29th @ 11:00 am Mass for  

 Rosa Renna, 10th anniversary,  

 requested by her family. 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 

Offertory Collection  
Weekly Collection.                $9,886.33 

    Loose Cash/Checks           $1,590.00 

    Envelopes                          $8,296.33 

Cathedraticum*                   -$   543.75 

School Tax*                         -$   543.75 
*Parish taxes (5.5%) paid to the  

Archdiocese for services to the parish. 

Sanctuary Lamp 
Memorial  

This week it burns for: 
 

Rebecca’s son. 

 

May he rest in peace! 

Mass Intentions are for a deceased loved one or 

for a special intention, e.g. peace in the world or 

for another issue, prayed for in the context of the 

Mass. In the Liturgy, our communal prayers as  

like-minded believers allows us to remember the 

deceased or pray for another’s needs. 
 

Please call or visit the Parish Office  

to schedule a Mass intention, 

860.658.1642  

Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament 

each Tuesday 
Immediately following the daily Mass 

we will venerate the exposed Blessed Sacrament and 
conclude with Benediction, rom 9 a.m. till 10 a.m.  
 It is understood that some folks have to go to 
work or attend to family responsibilities, this does not 
preclude you from spending some time before the 
Lord. If you cannot stay for the whole hour, that’s O.K. 
 During the holy hour you certainly may offer 
your own prayers to the Lord but we will also offer  
collective prayers in the Prayers of the Faithful, as we 
do at each Mass. Parishioners are also welcome to 
pray for their own needs.  

The Chaplet of Divine 
Mercy is prayed every 
Friday immediately 
following daily Mass. 
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   FROM FATHER MICHAEL...  

 
 

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 In this weekend’s gospel, Mark chapter 6,  
versus 30-34, we hear of a difficult and very active  
missionary trip which the apostles just completed and 
are told that “they were so busy they didn't even have 
time to eat.” Later on in this same gospel Jesus invites 
His apostles to spend some time alone--to refresh 
themselves, to take a little time off to refresh and  
Regroup. 
 This gospel is perfectly timed as we ourselves 
might be now contemplating some time away with 
family and friends to refresh or regroup our own lives.  
We are refreshed and renewed indifferent ways:  
dinners at the beach, hikes at higher elevations away 
from cell phone signals, fishing trips on a large lake or 
along the river bank; escaping from today’s world in a 
great book or by being thrilled “to death” by the height 
and speed of a rollercoaster? Yet, Biblical tradition 
teaches us that the Bible actually uses the location of 
the desert as a place of refreshment and renewal. 
Whatever the destination, renewal and refreshment is 
necessary in order to begin something anew--a work 
project or a spiritual journey.  
  In today’s gospel Jesus invites His apostles to 
the desert for time alone yet the crowds follow and no 
rest is found. Jesus’ heart is moved with pity and He 
tends His sheep. Let us too realize that Jesus is always 
here for us and tends to us, even if we don’t ask or seek 
Him. In the next few weeks we will turn to chapter 
six (6) of John’s Gospel, and in these readings He  
offers us a “liturgical vacation” to lead us into a deeper 
understanding of the Eucharist--the most vital place in 
which to find refreshment and renewal. 
 Perhaps this is a good time to take a spiritual 
journey deeper into our Catholic understanding of the 
Eucharistic meal and what it means for our lives on 
earth and our salvation in the life to come--what it  
really and truly means to each of us. 
 Anytime we go on a journey preparation is 
needed. Let us use this weekend to “rest up” and  
prepare ourselves to understand more fully the Mass 
and the Eucharist--two amazing gifts for God given by 
God for our benefit, to prepare ourselves wisely for our 
journey in faith. 
 Does the Mass sometimes seem like just a re-
petitive ritual? Is the Eucharist meal something we do 
week after week, with little meaning--just ticking it 
off a “To Do” list? Over the next three weeks or so, lets 
listen closely to John’s Gospel--and truly be refreshed 
in faith.  

Connectivity: 
Saint Catherine of Siena & the 

Archdiocese of Hartford? 
  
 Many Catholics today might wonder what  
exactly is the relationship between a parish and a 
(arch) diocese. Is the latter just another level of  
administration, bureaucracy or authority--or is there a 
more relevant and uniquely empowering connection?  
 To put it in simple, non-ecclesial language--
while each parish might have a unique personality we 
are all part of the Universal Catholic Church. We are 
both framed and united in the Word of God and in the 
Action of Christ’s life and teachings (His mission and 
ministries)--and then we are called in our own time 
and place to imitate Christ to the world.  
 St. Catherine of Siena is no different in its 
structure from other Catholic parishes: we have a 
priest, appointed y the Archbishop, to collaboratively 
work with and to teach and preach God’s Word; to 
lead the laity who, by their Baptismal priesthood, are 
called to be God’s cooperators in the vineyard of faith. 
 The Archdiocese of Hartford, known as the 
“local church,” connects each parish to Rome and the 
whole Church--in the teachings of Christ and in God’s 
Revelation, so that closely connected we are assured 
that what is taught in one parish is identical in the 
next. This keeps our faith authentic in her beliefs and 
practices as well as maintaining our Apostolic nature.  
 A universal connection and benefit. Yes, most 
definitely!  A universal truth must be equally shared in 
each parish. An absolute truth cannot vary from place 
to place if it is to be authentic. And the great  
traditions (corporal and spiritual works of mercy) are 
maintained from age-to-age so as to benefit all peoples 
in every time and place, making it truly universal. Let 
us remember the words of Christ: “And behold, I am with 
you always, until the end of the age.” (Mt 28:20 )  
 Looking at the Church’s history we see the 
growth and continuation of Christ’s own mission and 
ministry, because of this connection to Him through 
the Church: healthcare through Catholic hospitals and 
ministries continues, food and housing shelters to 
make life less difficult for the needy, moral influence 
on education and social justice encourages compas-
sion and mercy through Christ’s ongoing mission and 
ministry. Can we imagine an end result if all were left 
to individual whims, desires and interpretations of 
each different parish, if not harnessed by the Apostolic 
nature of the universal Church? Because of this unique 
Apostolic connection, our Church becomes  an  
     Continued on page 7 
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Religious Education News  
 Religious Education  
registration for 2018-2019 is  
ongoing-even beyond the  
deadline of June 23rd with the 
late fee included. Please register 
your child(ren) as soon as  
possible, as we need to plan class 
sizes, enlist appropriate number 
of teachers, and secure necessary 
classrooms at HJMS. Thanks for 
your help! 
  

 NEW STUDENTS: Parents, 
please complete a blue "New Student  
Registration Form", found in the atrium 
and the vestibule of the church. New  
student registrations are done in  
person with the DRE, Kathi Bonner, 
Kathidre@aol.com or please call, 
860.658.4737 to make an appointment. 
  
 Share your faith with our 
parish children! We need one Grade 
8 Catechist and one Confirmation Catechist 
willing to teach a small group on Sunday 
mornings. Training on the curriculum is  
provided! Please call Kathi Bonner, 
860.658.4737 or Kathidre@aol.com to find 
out more about this rewarding ministry. 

 

Parishioner’s Corporal 

Works of Mercy & Parish 

Ministry News 

Pantry Partners 
 Thank you to all who participated in 
the SCPP food distribution this weekend. 
We are able to serve 23 families as a result 
of your generosity. Additionally, we have 
added families on a temporary basis as the 
needs arise. The feedback from SCPP 
guests is positive and many extend their 
heartfelt gratitude for the extra support 
provided by our parishioners.  Thanks! 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
 NEEDED!!! 

 SCHOOL SUPPLIES are 
needed to help children of Hartford. 
Please donate the following items for 
Family Life Ministry to distribute to 
the children: backpacks, calculators, 
notebooks, pens, pencils, rulers,  
3-ring binders, loose leaf paper,  
markers, crayons, erasers, and glue. 
All items can be placed in the boxes 
in the Atrium or the Vestibule.  

Help children be  
all that they can be!   

Ministerial Training Sessions 
 
 Lectors: 
 August 4th, 10 a.m.-11:30 a.m. 
 
 Eucharistic Ministers: 
 August 11th, 10 a.m. 
 
 Altar Servers: August 20th & 21st, 

 4:00 -5:30 p.m. ( 
 Two Sessions Required). 

 
Mark Your Calendars! 

Wedding Banns II 
 

Catherine Mary 

Oleskewicz  
&  

Seth Griffin Moran 
+++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Wedding Banns I 
 

Kelly Feheeley & 
Nicholas Van Blarcom 

mailto:Kathidre@aol.com
mailto:Kathidre@aol.com
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BIBLE BASICS 

Tuesday, July 24, 2018 

Russell Hall 

7 pm – 9 pm 

 
“Why aren’t there dinosaurs in the Bible?” 

And other questions about understanding the Bible. 
 

 

Does it feel like there are things you should know about the Bible but somehow 
don’t?   

 

Do you wish you could use the Bible for your spiritual growth? 

Then this workshop is for you! 

We will learn some easy Bible vocabulary. 

We will learn how to locate the “books”, chapters and verses. 

We will learn the differences between the Old Testament  
and New Testament. 
 

We will learn how Catholics are to read the Bible.  

We will make sense of challenging texts, contradictions, weird references. 
 

We will have fun! 

 Please RSVP to Kathidre@aol.com so I can have enough handouts for all who are present.   

 

Upcoming Parish Meetings 

 & Events for July & August 

-Mon, 23rd—No Confession 
-Mon, 23rd—Youth Ministry Committee,  
  Library, 7 p.m. 
-Tues, 24th—Bible Basics, RH, 7 p.m. 
-Thurs, 26th—Pray & Play,  
  Salmon Br. Park, 10:30 a.m. 
-Mon, 30th—Confession, 6 p.m. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

-Sat, 4th—New Lector Training, Church, 10 a.m. 
-Mon, 6th—Mass at McLean Home, 11 a.m. 
-Mon, 6th—Confession, Church, 6 p.m. 
-Mon, 6th—Rosary, Church 7 p.m. 
-Sat, 11th—New Eucharistic Minister Training, 
  Church, 10 a.m. 
-Mon, 13th—No Confession. 
-Tues, 13th—Vigil Mass, Assumption of Blessed 
  Virgin Mary, Church, 6:30 p.m. 
-Wed, 14th—Holy Day Masses,  
  8:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 
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but everyone should do something! 
 

Catholic  
 Quotes  
 
 
 

 “Faith is to believe what you do not see. The re-
ward of faith is to see what you believe.” 
      St. Augustine 

 “I distrust a charity that costs nothing and does 
not hurt.    ” Pope Francis 

 “Let no one mourn that he has fallen again and 
again: for forgiveness has risen from the grave!”  
          St. John Chrysostom 

 “The world offers you comfort, but you were not 
made for comfort.  You were made for greatness.” 
            Pope Benedict XVI 

 “Nothing great is ever achieved without enduring 
much.”                                             St. Catherine of Siena 

 “To be tempted is a sign that the soul is very 
pleasing to the Lord.”      St. Padre Pio 

mailto:Kathidre@aol.com
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14th Annual Ben 
Nascimbeni, Jr.  

Memorial Golf Classic  
at Simsbury Farms Golf Course on  

Friday, August 17th, 11 a.m. Shotgun 
start, scramble format. This event  

benefits the Connecticut Children’s 
Medical Center. To register contact: 
Ben Nascimbeni at 860.989.8677 or  

bbnascimbeni@sbcglobal.net . 
 

Don’t Golf? Don’t Worry! 
Make a tax-deductible donation today at: 

give.connecticutchildrens.org/Nascimbeni, 
or mail your check to: 

Mr. Ben Nascimbeni, Sr.  
7 Hickory Hill Rd. 

 Simsbury, Conn 06070 

Thank You for taking a swing at 
curing cancer! 

Seeking New Director of 
Youth Ministry  

 Our parish is seeking a qualified individual to 
fill this important position now open due to the  
retirement of Judy Pluta. Send letter & Curriculum 
vitae to: 
 Reverend Michael Whyte, Pastor 
 Saint Catherine of Siena Church 
 PO Box 184 
 West Simsbury Connecticut 06092-0184 
 or email to: fr.whyte@aohct.org. 
 
Basic Job Requirements:  
 ability to interact and dialogue well with junior 

and senior high students; build a safe environ-
ment for them to express and develop their faith 
understanding and other issues;  

 develop strong relationships among different 
teens and harness their talents into a growth-
oriented youth ministry; 

 possess an understanding of Catholic social 
teaching and its applicability in our modern cul-
ture; 

 posses the ability to lead youth/young adults in 
public prayer in the Catholic tradition; 

 develop appropriate Catholic spirituality for in-
volved youth; 

 Plan and execute youth ministry activities aimed 
at building strong, open-minded relationships 
based on trust and compassion;  

 develop and execute mission trips; 
 work with various volunteers in other parish  
        ministries; 
 Other. 
 The director of youth ministry reports 
directly to the pastor. The position is approximately 
27 hours per week and salary is commensurate with 
experience/expertise.  
 Kindly provide curriculum vitae by  

23 July 2018.  For more information, please 
contact Fr. Michael Whyte @ Fr.whyte@aohct.org. 

Conforming the 

youthful heart 

into Christ-like 

compassion  

Attention Moms: 

 Join us--a group of moms meant to 

promote Catholic family values through a 
variety of social and spiritual activities, such 
as monthly Pray and Play, Book Club and 

Moms at Mass--in our own families.  
 We look forward to having you join 
us in these activities.  
 Be sure to pick up a calendar of 

events in the church vestibule.  

Meet moms 
like yourself, 
make new 
friends for 

your children,  
and build a 

faith support 
group to help 
strengthen 
your family. 

 
A Win, Win! 
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Around Our Archdiocese 
of Hartford…What are 
other Catholics doing? 

Archdiocese of Hartford’s  
Second Annual 

Women’s Conference  
To be held on November 3rd,  
10 a.m.-5 p.m. at the Hartford  
Marriott Farmington. The  
keynote speaker is Kerry A. 
Robinson. Vigil Mass with  
Bishop Peter Rosazza.  
 Workshops, spiritual breakouts and more! 
 For information and to register:  
wwwCatholicEdAOHCT.org., 860-242-5573.  
Sponsored by the Office of Education,  
Evangelization and Catechesis. 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
 Have faith that God can increase 
the blessings in your marriage by  
attending a Worldwide Marriage  
Encounter Weekend. The next Weekends 
are Nov 2-4, 2018 in Manchester, CT and 
Jul 14-15, 2018 in BAYSIDE, NY. For 
more information, call Pat & Mary-Jo 
McLaughlin at 860-315-2127 or visit 
them at https://wwmectw.org/  

MENTAL HEALTH MINISTRY SURVEY 
  

 The Office for Catholic Social Justice Ministry is 
gathering information to assess the status of parish based 
ministry for people with mental health challenges and their 
families. About 20% of adults in the United States  
experience mental illness. Nearly 4% of adults are living 
with a serious mental illness. In addition, a rapid increase 
in suicide for persons living with mental illness is cause for 
alarm among our faith community. 
 Is your parish currently providing a social or  
spiritual ministry for people living with mental illness? If 
you are currently involved a ministry supporting people 
living with mental illness and would like to know more 
about the Wellness Ministry please contact Deacon  
Adam Michaele at (203) 530-4466. Thank you! 

Fr. Michael continued….ongoing “chain-link fence of 
Catholic faith,” and so if unbroken she continues to 
benefit untold billons of peoples “until the end of the  
ages.”  
 The Archdiocese of Hartford both provides 
our parish with the ecclesial and Apostolic (spiritual) 
connection to the universal Church of Rome and also 
provides us, in practical ways, with assistance. Along 
the sacramental and direct connection to Christ’s  
ongoing mission and ministry--His teachings--we are 
also have a structure to function in the modern world, 
which in fact we could not afford to do on our own. 
The Archdiocese provides financial guidance, human 
resources knowledge, legal counsel and document  
reviews as well as budgetary understandings enabling 
us to function more effectively within the required 
parameters (laws) of civil society. On our own, we 
could not afford it, but united together we are able to 
access the expertise smaller parishes would be hard 
pressed to have. This “chain-link fence” of ongoing 
compassion and hope (Catholic faith) and practical 
support is all part of God’s plan. 
 So this special connection which we have as an 
apostolic Church, through the Archdiocese, serves us 
mightily well in the modern world. And so we  
continue to be part of that ancient and powerfully 
strong Catholic chain-link fence that our parents, 
grandparents and ancestors have all shared in--from 
Christ and His apostles until the end of the age.  

Archdiocesan Synod 2020 
 As the Archdiocese of Hartford prepares for its 
Synod  in 2020--and that preparation includes input 
from priests, religious, deacons, parish ministry  
leaders and all laity, let us mark our personal  
calendars for St. Catherine of Siena’s Parish Listening 
Session on August 20th at 6 p.m.  
 Archbishop Blair desires to make our church 
stronger for the future. Come discuss “what we are 
doing well, not so well, and what we need to do” as an 
Archdiocese. Come and offer your thoughts.  

https://wwmectw.org/
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Support your parish bulletin! 
Reach a whole new market?  

Place your business ad in our bulletin 
by calling the parish office, 

860-658-1642. 
This Bulletin is paid 

for by our Advertisers   
And for our part, Please shop local! 


