
A Parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Hartford 

The St. Catherine Parish Legacy Fund is committed to  
ensuring the long-term stability of our parish and its  
ministries.  Please consider a gift in lieu of flowers upon a 
loved one's passing as a way to ensure our community 
will thrive well into the future.   

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time                  16 July 2017 

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday  
9:00 a.m. through 2:00 p.m.  

Pastor  
The Reverend Michael Whyte, 860 658 1642  
 

PARISH STAFF 
Administrative Assistant-Parish Office  
Mrs. Lisa Cerchia  
860 658 1642 or stcathy@comcast.net  
 

Director of Religious Education  
Mrs. Kathi Bonner  
860 658 4737 or kathidre@aol.com  
 

Director of Youth Ministry  
Mrs. Judy Pluta  
860 408 9888 or judyplutaym@gmail.com  
 

Director of Music Ministry 
Mrs. Susan Zybert  
860 404 5514 or susanzybert@comcast.net  
 

Facilities Manager  
Mr. Michael Grappone, 860 658 1642  
 

Parish Council President  
Mr. Mike Coutinho 
860 408 1649 or mikevinda@hotmail.com 
 

Finance Council Chairman  
Mr. Scott Muryasz  
860 693 4164 
 

Parish Legacy Fund Chairman  
Mr. Peter Pabich, 860 408 1254  
 

Parish Lay Trustees  
Mrs. Anne Hoffman, 860 651 3887 
Mr. Steven Moretta, 860 658 9630 

Thanks for worshiping with us. 
If you would like to join our parish 

family, fill out a yellow membership form found 
in the vestibule or atrium and mail it to us, drop 

it in the collection basket or 
call us at 658 1642. 

 

We Welcome You to Our  
Family of Faith! 

Mass/Liturgy Schedule:  
Saturday Vigil at 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Masses at 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  
(Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day Weekend,  
NO 5:00 p.m. Sunday Mass)  
Daily Mass at 8:30 a.m., Monday through Wednesday,  
and Friday. (Yearly)  
  
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday from 4:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m.  
 Monday from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. 
 
Baptisms and Baptismal Preparation:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642  
  
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642 at least  
6 months in advance  
  
Choir Practices:  
Adult—Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.  
Youth—Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.  
Contemporary Music Group—Sundays at 4:00 p.m.  
  

Bulletin Deadline: Monday at 10:00 a.m.  
Website News: email to: 
   StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net  
  
265 Stratton Brook Road, Box 184,  
West Simsbury, Connecticut 06092  
Tel: 860 658 1642 /Fax: 888 297 3134  
Email: stcathy@comcast.net  
Website: www.stcatherine.info Facebook Page:  
St.Catherine of Siena Parish-West Simsbury CT 

WELCOME! 
We welcome all visitors who are celebrating with us today. As is 
our custom at St. Catherine of Siena, please remain in your pew 
for the singing of the first and last verses of the recessional 
hymn. 

Bulletin 

mailto:StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net


Religious Education News   
 Rel Ed registration grace period ended on 
June 30th. All families who have children  
registered in our Rel Ed program were emailed 
the extension form for late registrations. Please 
contact Kathi Bonner, Kathidre@aol.com, if you 
have any questions. 

 
 
 

 

 Saturday, July 15th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for  
 Victor Dowling, birthday remembrance, 
 requested by his family; 

 Sunday, July 16th @ 8:00 am Mass for  
 Vera Foxe, requested by her family;  

 Sunday, July 16th @ 11:00 am Mass for  
 Janice Bonnell, requested by the Houghton Family; 

 Monday, July 17th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  
 Ray Rooney, anniversary, requested by  
 his family; 

 Tuesday, July 18th @ 8:30 am Mass for  
 Deceased members of the Renew Group,  
 requested by the Thursday Renew Group; 

 Wednesday, July 19th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for 
 Gino Farilli, requested by Dottie O’Meara; 

 Friday, July 21st @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for 
 John S. Gaudiana, Sr., requested by  
 the Mortimer Family; 

 Saturday, July 22nd @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for  
 Mary & Jean Brennan, requested by their family; 

 Sunday, July 23rd @ 8:00 am Mass for  
 Gwendolyn Berry, requested by  
 Tom & Rosemary Clarke; and, 

 Sunday, July 23rd @ 11:00 am Mass for  
 Barbara Tucker, 2nd anniversary,  
 requested by Donna Geary. 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 

Offertory Collection  
Weekly Collection:               $9,256.00 
    Loose Cash/Checks          $1,220.00 
    Envelopes                          $8,036.00 
Cathedraticum*                   -$   509.08 
School Tax*                         -$   509.08 
*Parish taxes (5.5%) paid to the Archdiocese for  
services to the parish. 
 

Repair & Refurbishment              $3,659.00 
Annual Donation (parishioner)…$10,000.00 

Sanctuary Lamp Memorial  
  
 The Sanctuary Lamp  may be lit in memory 
of deceased loved ones for 7 days and listed in the 
parish bulletin. You may call Lisa Cerchia in the 
parish office, 658 1642, for details.   

 
This weeks it burns for 

Jack Berry, requested by his family. 

This Tuesday ! 
Holy Hour for Peace in our World 

Saint Catherine of Siena Parish will celebrate a Holy 
Hour for Peace in our World on Tuesday, July 18th 
from 6:30-7:30 p.m. Come join us as we pray for 
peace in all human hearts, across all lands. We will 

pray for peace to end terrorism, 
war, political unrest and for 
peace in our families. Our Holy 
Hour will comprise communal 
prayer and private prayer  
before the Blessed Sacrament. 

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 
 Mission Team 2017 arrived home safely 
from our week of service in Dover, Delaware. We 
felt the prayerful support of the St. Catherine of  
Siena community all week.  
 Our work sites this year were varied and a  
departure from the familiar. Some of us worked at 
The Boys and Girls Club, others were at a women 
and children’s shelter, the food bank, or the animal 
rescue zoo. Most of us spent the week outside with 
home repair projects such as power washing,  
painting, and home restoration for seniors and the 
physically challenged of the Dover area.  Still others, 
worked under the hot, humid, Delaware sun on 
weeding and clean- up projects. Despite the sunburn 
and bug bites, the St Catherine’s youth ministry 
teens prevailed in their service to others. We were 
reminded to be grateful for the comforts of a bed, a 
hot shower, and the luxury of air conditioning. Our 
bus ride home was quiet - possibly everyone was 
sound asleep, including the chaperones.  
 Thank you to the most generous  
St. Catherine of Siena community for your financial 
support of our teens and for your prayerful intentions 
during our youth ministry service endeavors.  
 A special note of thanks to the chaperones 
who gave up a week away from their family and 
their jobs to make this trip possible.  You have my 
deepest respect and gratitude: Karen Carew, Julianna 
Thompson Capozzoli, Debbie Hammel, Manuela 
Hanshaw, Denis Horrigan and Charlie Page.  
     Judy Pluta 
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   FROM FATHER MICHAEL... 
MANY THANKS to our Senior High Youth Ministry who 
baked and delivered 75 apple pies to area soup kitchens for their 
Thanksgiving meals. Thank you to the parent helpers who gave 
their time and energy on PIE NIGHT: Rosanne O' Hara, Amy 
Dillon, Susan Hoffman, Jeanne Carpenter, Debbie Hamil, Kathy 
Duford, Manuela Hanshaw and Mike Laiuppa. 

 
 
 

Gathering Large Crowds 
 This Sunday the Gospel of Matthew speaks about 
the large crowds that gathered to hear Jesus talk about the 
Good News that He was proclaiming of God’s love for each 
person, of God’s desire that we too love others as we love  
ourselves, and of God’s understanding of compassion and 
hope which may lead to eternal life—through the daily  
actions of our lives today. This call from Jesus was a call that 
elevates all humanity to the excellence which God calls us to 
be and become, rather than the world’s “call” to  
selfishness—and sometimes to seek the “lowest common 
denominator.”  
 This was the first wave of evangelization to the  
Christian faith, initiated by Jesus Himself. And since His 
time, many people have followed in His footsteps to lead 
others to the Father: from missionaries in far off lands to 
Saints and popes of the Church who developed  
understandings to Church teachings, from millions of  
catechists in parishes all around the world on Sunday  
mornings and weekday nights who have worked to educate 
new disciples, making our ancient faith relevant in a  
modern world; to saints-in-the-pews who have prayed for 
peace and joy and have setup food kitchens and pantries in 
city-after-city or in rural farmlands, from those who took 
medicines and medical personnel to the back-of-beyond, and 
to those who built hospitals and universities all with the 
goal of illustrating and teaching the Catholic faith’s  
commitment to humanity and compassion—and to many, 
many more. 
 Today’s gospel message is the initial step in what 
would become the “one, holy, catholic, and apostolic 
Church”—from the Nicene Creed—that lists the four marks 
of the Church: she is One—one Lord, one God of all; she is 
holy—set apart by God for a special purpose; she is catholic 
(universal)--Jesus drew near and said to them, "I have been 
given all authority in heaven and on earth. Go, then, to all 
peoples everywhere and make them my disciples: baptize 
them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
and teach them to obey everything I have commanded you. 
And I will be with you always, to the end of the 
age" (Matthew 28); and she is apostolic, Church's origin and 
beliefs as rooted and continuing in the living Tradition of the 
Apostles of Jesus. And through this direct linage from Jesus 
Himself we have a faith that continues to draw—through 
Truth—people to the Mystical Body of Christ. 
 Today this leads us to a New Evangelization of the  
Catholic Church which is directed or aimed at bringing to 
the Truth of Christ to people who are even more impacted 
by the culture of the day due, to the ever-present technology 
of our world, making them even more evasive to faith. This is  
evidenced by the Archdiocese of Hartford’s (and many  
other dioceses in the United States and around the globe) 
pastoral planning and its simultaneous evangelization to 
revitalize the faith in the modern world at the parish level. 
Pope Francis has begun this process to reach out in new 
ways so that we may reach into the “peripheries” of  
 

society—and not just geographical peripheries but social as  
well.  
 No longer are we talking about “nuns,” as in  
religious and professed orders of women who built the 
Catholic Church in the U.S. during the 1800s and 1900s, 
but now we are talking about evangelizing the “Nones” –
those who have no affiliation to faith, those who are for 
many reasons detached from belief in any church.  Our goal 
as a Church is not to find a new faith to offer those who are 
disinterested or disconnected, but rather we are to find 
new technologies and ways to bring the absolute truths of 
Christ—truths that do not change—and illustrate how the 
ancient truth remains so today, even as we apply it to  
considerations of the modern age. It is not that we need to 
amend the truth to accommodate today’s mindset, but  
rather we must go out to the peripheries—were people 
are—and show them the Good News. We cannot simply be 
inviting people to Church when they have no reason to 
come. Opening the doors and say “come in” does not work 
when no one is walking by. We must go to where young 
adults are and show them that what we have to offer  
matters—and it matters for their salvation. That what 
Christ offers today—truth and love and compassion and 
hope—are still necessary and vital to a happy and  
productive life. That selfishness and an inward view point 
do little, if anything, to build up the common good and 
bring life to the world. We must go to them and show 
them how this Truth fits into their lives and how it will 
grow and make joyful all which God has planned for them.  

The task ahead of us—and I mean all of us—is 
more than important. It is vital, especially as we consider 
others and the end result of eternal salvation. As we  
consider that we are not just here on earth to save our own 
souls but also the souls of others. Let us listen once again to 
the words of Jesus as He speaks to His disciples: The  
disciples approached him and said, "Why do you speak to them in  
parables?" He said to them in reply, "Because knowledge of the  
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven has been granted to you, but to 
them it has not been granted. To anyone who has, more will be given 
and he will grow rich; from anyone who has not, even what he has will 
be taken away. This is why I speak to them in parables, because they 
look but do not see and hear but do not listen or understand. How can 
the listen if they do not hear His words? How can the see if no one asks 
them to look at His love, to see His actions? How can we expect others 
to believe, as we believe, if no one exposes them to His love, His  
compassion, His life? There are lost generations of believers among 
us—those who have never experienced or been shown faith, God or 
Church. Is this not a disservice to them? And who is to “blame” if we 
simply keep silent? As a Church, the time is now for us to begin anew 
the teachings of Christ. And it is up to more than just Pope Francis or 
the cardinals, archbishops and bishops, priests and nuns—it is up to 
all who hope to share forever in the glory of God’s Kingdom…a  
Kingdom that we hope is filled with all whom we love—and even those 
we currently do not.  



 

Upcoming Meetings/Events 

JULY 

-Mon, 17th—Mass at McLean Home, 11 a.m. 

-Mon, 17th—Confession, Church, 6 p.m. 

-Tues, 18th—Holy Hour for Peace, Church, 6:30 p.m. 

-Sun, 23rd—Coffee & Donuts 

-Mon, 24th—Confession, Church, 6 p.m. 

-Tues, 25th—Cantor rehearsal, MR, 7 p.m. 

-Sun, 30th—St. Elizabeth House, parking lot, 3:45 p.m. 

-Mon, 31st—NO Confession 

AUGUST 

-Mon, 7th—Mass at McLean Home, 11 a.m. 

-Mon, 7th—Confession, Church, 6 p.m. 

-Mon, 7th—Rosary, Church, 7 p.m. 

-Thurs, 10th—Bus Trip to Frick Museum  

-Mon, 14th—NO Confession 

-Mon, 14th—Vigil Mass for the Assumption of the 

                      Blessed Virgin Mary, 6:30 p.m. 

-Tues, 15th— Holy Day Masses, 8:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 

        -Sat, 19th—Feed the Hungry 

        -Sat, 19th—Pantry Partners, Vestibule, 9 a.m. 

Social Outreach 
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but everyone should do something! 

Pantry Partners—Thank you to all of 
the volunteers who assisted this Saturday 
in the monthly food distribution to our 
neighbors in need. The heavy lifting and 
the hospitality are hallmarks of our service. 
Our friends are so appreciative of the work 
done on their behalf. This ministry would 
not be possible without the parishioner  
support: financial, physical and spiritual. 
Thank you! 

St. Catherine of Siena Women’s Club Bus 
Trip to The Frick Museum and St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral, New York City on Thursday,  
August 10, 2017. Museum fee - $22 pp;  

$17 seniors, Roundtrip 
bus-$45. We will be doing 
sign-ups again in the  
Atrium this weekend. For 
more information please  

contact Janet Fischer, 860-217-7464. 

Music Minister Needed! 
 For our Rel Ed program 
beginning in September. This 
a fun and important part of 
formation for our youngest 
children, K-3! If you can play 
guitar or piano and enjoy  

simple Bible songs, you are perfect for this  
position! To find out more about how to spread joy 
through music, contact Kathi Bonner, DRE at 
860.658.4737 or email Kathidre@aol.com. Music 
is provided, you bring His presence! 

St. Elizabeth House—next service date is 

July 30th. Food needs to be ready to serve (casseroles 
hot, salad pre-cut) and at the church by 3:45 p.m. 
Please sign up in the atrium. Questions, please contact 
Leila Bruno at (860) 392-8585. Thank you! 

The Little Sisters of the Poor in Enfield cordially  
invite all golfers to participate in their 27th annual 
Golf Tournament to be held on Mon-
day, August 28th at Crest View Coun-
try Club in  
Agawam, MA. All proceeds from the  
Tournament will go to support the  
ongoing needs of the Little Sisters of the 
Poor.  The fee of $150.00 per person in-
cludes golf, lunch, awards/prizes, a buffet reception, silent and 
live auctions.  Please come and help support the services pro-
vided by the Little Sisters of the Poor for the elderly poor. 
 For more information and to register, please call 
Christina, 860-741-0791 or email  
enasstdevelopment@littlesistersofthepoor.org.  You can also 
check out the website for the Golf Flyer at 
www.littlesisterofthepoorconnecticu.org. All major credit 
cards are accepted. 

Archdiocesan Summa Scholars 
This award is presented to high 
school seniors from eight catholic 
schools who placed in the top 5% 
of their graduating class. Please 
congratulate Taylor Pane, a 

  parishioner here at St. Catherine of 
  Siena, who received this honor.
  Taylor is graduating from Northwest 
  Catholic.  

Survey for Young People 
 In preparation for the 2018 Synod on Young People, 
on the Faith and Vocational Discernment, the Archdiocese of 
Hartford is requesting that all parishes and schools encourage 
their young people (ages 16-29) to fill out the Archdiocesan 
Survey for Young People at: https://oeec.typeform.com/to/
qPt9f0 . I hope you will take a few moments and complete this 
survey to help your Church meet your needs of faith.  
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