A Parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Hartford

Mass/Liturgy Schedule:
Saturday Vigil at 5:00 p.m.
Sunday Masses at 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
(Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day Weekend,
NO 5:00 p.m. Sunday Mass)
Daily Mass at 8:30 a.m., Monday through Wednesday,
and Friday. (Yearly)
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday from 4:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m.
Monday from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m.
Baptisms and Baptismal Preparation:
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony:
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642 at least
6 months in advance
Choir Practices:
Adult—Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.
Youth—Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.
Contemporary Music Group—Sundays at 4:00 p.m.

Bulletin Deadline: Monday at 10:00 a.m.

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

19 February 2017
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The Reverend Michael Whyte, 860 658 1642
PARISH STAFF
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Director of Youth Ministry
Mrs. Judy Pluta
860 408 9888 or judyplutaym@gmail.com
Director of Music Ministry
Mrs. Susan Zybert
860 404 5514 or susanzybert@comcast.net
Facilities Manager
Mr. Michael Grappone, 860 658 1642

Website News: email to:

Parish Council President
Mr. Jim Peters
860 651 3143 or jpetersjjr@gmail.com

265 Stratton Brook Road, Box 184,
West Simsbury, Connecticut 06092
Tel: 860 658 1642 /Fax: 888 297 3134
Email: stcathy@comcast.net
Website: www.stcatherine.info

Finance Council Chairman
Mr. Scott Muryasz
860 693 4164

StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net

WELCOME!

We welcome all visitors who are celebrating with us today. As is
our custom at St. Catherine of Siena, please remain in your pew
for the singing of the first and last verses of the recessional
hymn.
Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday
9:00 a.m. through 2:00 p.m.

The St. Catherine Parish Legacy Fund is committed to
ensuring the long-term stability of our parish and its
ministries. Please consider a gift in lieu of flowers upon a
loved one's passing as a way to ensure our community
will thrive well into the future.

Parish Legacy Fund Chairman
Mr. Peter Pabich, 860 408 1254
Parish Lay Trustees
Mrs. Melissa Horbal, 860 651 7844
Mr. Joseph Capozzoli, 860 352 2390
Thanks for worshiping with us.
If you would like to join our parish
family, fill out a yellow membership form found
in the vestibule or atrium and mail it to us, drop
it in the collection basket or
call us at 658 1642.

We Welcome You to Our
Family of Faith!

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS
Religious Education News













Saturday, February 18th @ 5:00 pm Mass for
P. Richard Bilodeau,
requested by Jon & Toni Parenteau;
Sunday, February 19th @ 8:00 am Mass for
Robert G. Studley, requested by
the Chappano Family;
Sunday, February 19th @ 11:00 am Mass for
Matthew Gorham, requested by Janet Geary;
Sunday, February 19th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for
Mina Lu Delehanty, requested by her family;
Monday, February 20th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for
Rev. Thomas B. Campion;
Tuesday, February 21st @ 8:30 am Mass
Marcella Dembowski, requested by her family;
Wednesday, February 22nd @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for
Special Intention;
Friday, February 24th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for
Rev. Thomas J. Baylis;
Saturday, February 25th @ 5:00 pm Mass for
Nicole Laramee, 19th anniversary,
requested by her family;
Sunday, February 26th @ 8:00 am Mass for
Rev. Msgr. Charles W. Daly,
requested by the Pabich Family;
Sunday, February 26th @ 11:00 am Mass for
Anthony Daniels, requested by Judy & David Pluta;
and,
Sunday, February 26th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for
Ethel Melanson, birthday remembrance,
requested by her family.

Offertory Collection
Weekly Collection:
Loose Cash/Checks
Envelopes
Cathedraticum*
School Tax*

$7,592.55 (storm!)
$1,202.00
$6,390.55
-$ 417.59
-$ 417.59

*Parish taxes (5.5%) paid to the Archdiocese for
services to the parish.

Repair & Refurbishment:
Youth Mission Trip:

$3,808.00 (storm!)
$665.00 (add’l)

Virtus Training will be held here at
St. Catherine of Siena on Tuesday, February 21st
at 6:30 p.m. Please register online at
http://archdioceseofhartford.org/protection-of-youth/

and email Kathi Bonner, at kathidre@aol.com.
Thank you.

NO REL EDClasses Sunday, 26th. We
resume classes on Sunday, March 5th!
CATECHIST RETREAT is Sunday,
Feb. 26th. We meet at 9am for Continental Breakfast
in Russell Hall. This retreat includes, 11am Teaching
Mass, catered lunch, formation on the Sacraments of
Initiation and Reconciliation. We conclude at 2pm.
Confirmation I & II meet next on Sunday,
March 5th
MUSIC TEACHER needed for 4 weeks in
March to prepare a small group of 8th Grade singers
for the Living Stations of the Cross! We meet on Sunday mornings at HJMS for 1 hour, 9:30-10:30am.
Please contact Kathi Bonner, DRE at 685-4737 or by
email:Kathidre@aol.com.

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS
Senior High Youth Ministry
—Sunday, February 26th, 6:00 pm, Russell Hall—
Save the date!! A highlight of the winter! Sr. High
welcomes special guests from Looking-In Theater
project, who will present a series of scenes from the
lives of everyday teens and open the floor to
discussion and problem solving. This interactive
evening is one that you simply will not want to miss.
Bring a friend.
Junior High Youth Ministry
—Monday, February 27th, 6:45 p.m., Russell Hall.
Youth group meets tonight for Movie Night on the
big screen. Pizza will be served. Bring a bag of
munchies or crunchies (veggies) to share. Can we
meet 15 minutes earlier so that we can end on time?

Coming this Lent!

“YOUTH STATIONS OF
THE CROSS” led by our high school parishioners,
Friday March 3rd, 7 pm. All high school student/
confirmation candidates are invited to a one hour
planning meeting for a Stations of the Cross for the
Youth Ministry on Wednesday February 22 from 7
pm-8 pm in the Church Library. (We will follow an
existing outline which we can revise to our liking.
Please come with some ideas!) Practice is Friday,
March 3rd at 5:45 pm prior to the Stations of the
Cross at 7 pm (approximately 25 minutes). Please
join us and tell your friends! Email Mrs. Slattery at
bmslattery@comcast.net or call 860-658-1250 with
any questions. Confirmation Candidates can receive

FROM FATHER MICHAEL...
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time: “Love?”
The first reading from this Seventh Sunday in Ordinary,
from the Book of Leviticus (c. 19), offers us another opportunity
to consider our understanding of the word “love” vis-à-vis the
Lord’s commandment to “…love your neighbor as yourself.” In this
reading we hear: "You shall not bear hatred for your brother or sister in
your heart. Though you may have to reprove your fellow citizen, do not incur
sin because of him. Take no revenge and cherish no grudge against any of your
people. You shall love your neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD." And as
always, many will interpret this command depending on their
usage of the word “love.”
From Meriam Webster’s dictionary we see “love” in its
various forms: from sexual desire to devotion and affirmation to
benevolence. We profess our love on Valentine’s Day and we
declare our love for chocolate or savories; we issue our love via a
Hallmark Card on a special occasion or by way of an attachment
(i.e., love of the sea). In any of the ways in which we might love,
Jesus’ commandment calls us to a special kind of love when He
says: “love your neighbor as yourself.” This love is more of a
benevolent love, or in ecclesial terms, a righteous love or Godly
love. Benevolent love, as defined by Webster’s, calls us to (a) concern for the good of another. This “good” of another, is similar to
the “excellence” that St. Thomas Aquinas would call us to, as in a
desire for the “excellence of another” or the desire or prayer for
one to become who God desires he or she to be.
What does it mean to desire the excellence or the good
for another? How is that a form of “love?” The Church calls us to
seek the excellence of another by praying for them; by asking
God to bring that person to the fullness of the image and likeness
of God, in which they have been created. In today’s world, I think
some folks conflate the words “like” and “love.” When we listen
to the command to “love one another as yourself”, we might think
that Jesus expects us to “like” everyone—in that we might want
to be friends with them and share a common meal. Rather, the
word “love” should call us to respect the human dignity of that
person—whether they are male or female, white or black, rich or
poor, Christian, Jew, Muslim or nothing specific by way of faith,
or straight, gay, transgender or whatever adjective or identity we
are forced to label them. They are human persons and have been
made in the image and likeness of God and for that reason alone
we are called to love/respect them--and to pray and seek the
excellence of and for them.
Let us look again at the first part of today’s declaratory
statement in the first reading: "You shall not bear hatred for your
brother or sister in your heart. Though you may have to reprove your fellow
citizen, do not incur sin because of him. Take no revenge and cherish no grudge
against any of your people…” Indifference and apathy have no place in
the interpersonal relationships—the right relationships—that
God has formed us in and calls us to associate with others. We
are not to bear hatred in our hearts—that takes some action,
including forgiveness and mercy; we shall hold no grudge which
also calls for forgiveness and understanding; and, Christ also
states that “…Though you may have to reprove your fellow citizen…”
which means we are called to lead those with whom we disagree—and all peoples—back to the Truth, which is the Wisdom
of God. Remember that our Lord and Savior does not simply forgive everyone their transgressions but rather calls them back to
His Truths, leading them home to Himself, so that Eternal Life
might be theirs. God never says: “there, there, that’s O.K., keep on
doing whatever pleases you.” No, Jesus Christ calls us to repent
and return to the Truth, so that we might live forever.

How then does this really work out in daily activities of
life? Well, we must know the Wisdom of God and understand
how to apply it to our modern life. That means we have to put
time and energy into our faith. It cannot be just a casual thing, it
is too important. Do we know the Lord and His teachings? Do
we attempt to incorporate them into our lives—family, work,
friends—and do we proclaim the Gospel message in-andthrough our very being? When we see someone go against the
Truth, do we call them and lead them back to the Truth—not
just by our words and lecturing them but mostly by our deeds
and our lived-experiences of faith? Do we employ the Spiritual
Works of Mercy by teaching the ignorant and the praying for
other’s needs?
No one ever said that the Christian life was easy but the
reward of Christian life is eternal and glorious. The Church is
replete with martyrs who have died for the faith and while I am
not suggesting that we all must shed our blood as the martyrs of
old did, we all will be tested and even in the modern world we
shall be challenged for following Christ. Research illustrates
that today—2017—more than 215 million Christian refugees are
suffering all around the globe for practicing their faith. Here in
our very comfortable and insulated world we too might be challenged—by family, friends and community leaders—in how and
where we might practice our faith, just ask the Little Sisters of
the Poor, but if we “arm” ourselves with spiritual weaponry such
as Truth, compassion, fortitude, respect and love, then the Lord
will ensure that we shall be protected in this life so by spreading
His Truth in our actions and words, we shall see His glorious
face.
It is very popular to use simplistic phrases or slogans
such as “love makes…a family or a marriage” but in actuality
what really makes a lasting and nurturing marriage or a strong
and stable family is respect for each individual person representing the image and likeness of our Creator. Understanding that
we can disagree on policies and ideas without being wrong or a
bigot or that we can learn to work together in areas of common
interest and then to respect those areas and peoples when agreement isn’t a possibility. We are not called to give up our beliefs
simply to make the other happy, but rather to live our beliefs out
so well that others, by the grace of God, will desire them too.
Within the lyrics of Aretha Franklin’s song “RESPECT” perhaps
this is the real meaning behind her understanding of “give me
proper respect.” And that comes for Him alone who Was, IS and
Shall Ever Be.
May They Rest in Peace!
This week our Simsbury community lost two noble
souls. First, a long-time and active parishioner of Saint Catherine of Siena Parish Lyndell (Tudy) Bush. Tudy passed away and
returned to the Father after a brief illness and a wonderful life.
And second, a young neighbor boy Logan Schoenhardt has gone
to His rest in the peace of Christ after nobly fighting a long battle with cancer. Both had deep faith which are an inspiration to
all as well as a challenge for those of us left behind to trust, to
believe and to live each day in God’s promises.

In Loving Memory
The beautiful flowers that adorn our sanctuary are a birthday remembrance of Susan Gombert Caldwell and represent the glorious Garden of Eden in which she now lives.
A loving gift of her mother and father,
Bill & Vivian Gombert

but everyone should do something!

Get involved: you don’t have to do everything...

-Mon, 20th—Mass at McLean Home, 11 a.m.
-Mon, 20th—Confession, Church, 6 p.m.
-Thurs, 23rd—Girl Scouts, RH, 7 p.m.
-Sun, 26th—Catechist Retreat, RH, 9 a.m.
-Sun, 26th—Teaching Mass, Church, 11 a.m.
-Sun, 26th—St. Elizabeth House, parking lot, 3:45 p.m.
-Sun, 26th—Contemporary Choir, MR, 4 p.m.
-Sun, 26th—Sr. High Youth Ministry, RH, 6 p.m.
-Mon, 27th—Confession, Church, 6 p.m.
-Mon, 27th—Jr. High Youth Ministry, RH, 7 p.m.
-Mon, 28th—Parish Council, Library, 7 p.m.
-Tues, 28th—Children’s Choir, MR, 6:30 p.m.
-Tues, 28th—RCIA, Library, 7 p.m.
-Tues, 28th—Adult Choir, MR, 7:30 p.m.

MARCH

-Wed, 1st—Ash Wednesday
-Wed, 1st—Bible Study, Library, 9:15 a.m.
-Wed, 1st—Lenten Soup & Bread, RH, 7:00 p.m.
-Thurs, 2nd—Renew, Library, 10 a.m.
-Fri, 3rd—Stations of the Cross, Church, 9 a.m.
-Fri, 3rd—Rehearsal for evening Stations, 5:45 p.m.
-Fri, 3rd—Youth Stations of the Cross, Church, 7 p.m.

Lenten Soup & Bread

Please join-n and come to a meeting of your choice.

Upcoming Meetings/Events
FEBRUARY

All Parishioners are welcome to attend our Lenten Soup &
Bread meal immediately following the evening mass on Ash
Wednesday, March 1. This potluck event, sponsored by the
Women’s Club Ministry, is a time for fellowship & offers
some of the world’s greatest soups, breads,and mac–ncheese, all made by parishioners.
Please sign up in the Atrium or on the Parish website ,
www.stcatherine.info, to indicate # of attendees and if you
are able to bring soup or bread to share. Items can be
brought to the kitchen before Mass. Questions? Contact
Anne Davis at astudleydavis@gmail.com or 860-651-7391.

WOMEN’S CLUB EVENTS



March 1st—Ash Wednesday Lenten Soup &
Bread after evening Mass & Ashes in Russell Hall
(7 p.m.) Look for sign-ups in the Atrium.



March 9th - Wine Tasting (re-scheduled) at
Super Cellar in Avon



2. Thursday, March 23rd-Speaker Program,
7pm, RH Simsbury native Sheila Horan, Retired FBI
and Deputy Director of U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops Division of Child & Youth Protection.

Social Outreach
Pantry Partners—Thank you to all of the volunteers
who assisted in the SCPP distribution on Saturday. We
appreciate the enthusiasm of the confirmation students
who helped out last week and look forward to their
continued support. We are always grateful for the generous donations from you, St Catherine's parishioners, who
make this all possible.

MUSIC TEACHER NEEDED
For 4 weeks in March to prepare a small group of 8th
Grade singers for the Living Stations of the Cross! We
meet on Sunday mornings at HJMS for 1 hour, 9:3010:30am. Please contact Kathi Bonner, DRE at 6854737 or by email atKathidre@aol.com.

St. Elizabeth House—next service date is

February 26th. Food needs to be ready to serve
(casseroles hot, salad pre-cut) and at the church by
3:45 p.m. Please sign up in the atrium. Questions,
please contact Leila Bruno at
(860) 392-8585. Thank you!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS for The Lenten
Mission! Dr. Joan Kelly will present a 3 night
Lenten retreat on CATHOLIC IDENTITY:

Renewing Our Appreciation!
Sunday, March 5-Tuesday, March 7th, 7 p.m.
All are welcome & encouraged to attend.

RACHEL'S VINEYARD WEEKENDS FOR
HEALING AFTER ABORTION—If you are

suffering from an abortion, experience the healing love of
Jesus Christ on a Rachel's Vineyard Retreat weekend
March 3-5, 2017 in Litchfield, CT. The weekend
healing process includes discussions, Living Scriptures
with meditations, the Sacrament of Reconciliation, a
Memorial Service and Mass of Entrustment. Participation
is totally confidential and offers a beautiful opportunity to
experience God's love, forgiveness and compassion. Both
women and men have participated in past retreats and have
ranged in age from teens to mid-eighties. The fee for the
weekend is $175.00 for meals, private room and all retreat
materials. Scholarships are available for financial
assistance. For more information contact Marie at
203-631-9030, e-mail her at mlaffin@prolifeministry.org,
or visit our website at www.rachelsvineyard.org.
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