
A Parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Hartford 

The St. Catherine Parish Legacy Fund is committed to  
ensuring the long-term stability of our parish and its  
ministries.  Please consider a gift in lieu of flowers upon a 
loved one's passing as a way to ensure our community 
will thrive well into the future.   

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time                          15 January 2017 

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday  
9:00 a.m. through 2:00 p.m.  

Pastor  
The Reverend Michael Whyte, 860 658 1642  
 

PARISH STAFF 
Administrative Assistant-Parish Office  
Mrs. Lisa Cerchia  
860 658 1642 or stcathy@comcast.net  
 

Director of Religious Education  
Mrs. Kathi Bonner  
860 658 4737 or kathidre@aol.com  
 

Director of Youth Ministry  
Mrs. Judy Pluta  
860 408 9888 or judyplutaym@gmail.com  
 

Director of Music Ministry 
Mrs. Susan Zybert  
860 404 5514 or susanzybert@comcast.net  
 

Facilities Manager  
Mr. Michael Grappone, 860 658 1642  
 

Parish Council President  
Mr. Jim Peters 
860 651 3143 or jpetersjjr@gmail.com 
 

Finance Council Chairman  
Mr. Scott Muryasz  
860 693 4164 
 

Parish Legacy Fund Chairman  
Mr. Peter Pabich, 860 408 1254  
 

Parish Lay Trustees  
Mrs. Melissa Horbal, 860 651 7844 
Mr. Joseph Capozzoli, 860 352 2390 

Thanks for worshiping with us. 
If you would like to join our parish 

family, fill out a yellow membership form found 
in the vestibule or atrium and mail it to us, drop 

it in the collection basket or 
call us at 658 1642. 

 

We Welcome You to Our  
Family of Faith! 

Mass/Liturgy Schedule:  
Saturday Vigil at 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Masses at 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  
(Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day Weekend,  
NO 5:00 p.m. Sunday Mass)  
Daily Mass at 8:30 a.m., Monday through Wednesday,  
and Friday. (Yearly)  
  
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday from 4:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m.  
 Monday from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. 
 
Baptisms and Baptismal Preparation:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642  
  
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642 at least  
6 months in advance  
  
Choir Practices:  
Adult—Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.  
Youth—Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.  
Contemporary Music Group—Sundays at 4:00 p.m.  
  

Bulletin Deadline: Monday at 10:00 a.m.  
Website News: email to: 
   StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net  
  
265 Stratton Brook Road, Box 184,  
West Simsbury, Connecticut 06092  
Tel: 860 658 1642 /Fax: 888 297 3134  
Email: stcathy@comcast.net  
Website: www.stcatherine.info  

WELCOME! 
We welcome all visitors who are celebrating with us today. As is 
our custom at St. Catherine of Siena, please remain in your pew 
for the singing of the first and last verses of the recessional 
hymn. 

mailto:StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net


Religious Education News   
 No Classes for Religious Education today,  
Jan. 15th due to the MLK holiday weekend. Classes  
resume, K-8 next Sunday. 
 Grade 8 Class Mass is next Sunday, Jan. 22nd at 
5pm. All 8th Graders are expected to attend. Please be at the 
church no later than 4:30 pm to practice. Also, please  
remember to bring a non-perishable food item for the food 
pantry. 
 FIRST COMMUNION Parent meeting is  
Sunday, January 29th at Henry James at 9:30 am in the 
cafeteria. The children's book, paperwork, etc. will be  
distributed along with important information about First  
Holy Communion. Attendance at Sacramental meetings is 
mandatory for at least one parent but both are welcome! 
 CONFIRMATION II Parent meeting is Sunday, 
January 29th at 7:30 PM in the church. The final  
requirements will be discussed and important paperwork 
distributed. It is mandatory that a parent attend- both are 
welcome!   

 
 
 

 

¶ Saturday, January 14th @ 5:00 pm Mass for  
 Miguel Ceron, 6th anniversary,  
 requested by his family; 

¶ Sunday, January 15th @ 8:00 am Mass for  
 Beverly Lapioli, requested by  
 Myles & Julia McCabe; 

¶ Sunday, January 15th @ 11:00 am Mass for  
 John Monteleone, 3rd anniversary,  
 requested by his family; 

¶ Sunday, January 15th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for 
 Noreen Fitzgerald, requested by the Barry Family; 

¶ Monday, January 16th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  
 Blanche Lamb, birthday remembrance;  

¶ Tuesday, January 17th @ 8:30 am Mass  
 Mary & Andy Jagla, requested by their family; 

¶ Wednesday, January 18th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for 
 Special Intention; 

¶ Friday, January 20th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  
 Rev. Daniel E. Johnson; 

¶ Saturday, January 21st @ 4:00 pm Mass for  
 Dick Hammond, 6th anniversary,  
 requested by his family; 

¶ Sunday, January 22nd @ 8:00 am Mass for  
 Ethel Melanson, requested by Kathy Cochener; 

¶ Sunday, January 22nd @ 11:00 am Mass for  
 The Duggan & McCabe deceased family members; 

¶ Sunday, January 22nd @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for 
 Grade 8 Mass. 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS  

Offertory Collection for January 1st  
Weekly Collection:               $9,455.00 
    Loose Cash/Checks          $1,116.00 
    Envelopes                          $8,339.00 
Cathedraticum*                   -$   520.03 
School Tax*                         -$   520.03 
*Parish taxes (5.5%) paid to the Archdiocese for  
services to the parish. 

Repair & Refurbishmenté...$........30.00(additional)  

Christmas Collectionééé.$......625.00 (additional)  
 

Offertory Collection for January 8th  
Weekly Collection:               $12,430.78 
    Loose Cash/Checks          $   1,289.78 
    Envelopes                          $11,141.00 
Cathedraticum*                   -$    683.70 
School Tax*                         -$    683.70 
*Parish taxes (5.5%) paid to the Archdiocese for  
services to the parish. 

Christmas Collectionééé.$......225.00 (additional)  

Year-end tax statements are available from the office either by 
calling, 658-1642, or emailing, stcathy@comcast.net. 

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 
Senior High Youth Ministry 

 
Sunday, January 22nd, TWO EVENTS: 
—5:00 pm, Mandatory Mission Team Meeting for teens 
and chaperones who will be attending the trip to Dover,  
Delaware this June. 
—6:00 pm, Regular Youth Group begins in Russell Hall 
Join us tonight for an inspirational talk and discussion on the 
topic, “Stories of Faith and Courage.ò  
 

REMINDERðRegistration for the March  
Mini-Mission trip to Boston is due February 1, 2017  
 

Junior High Youth Ministry 
 
Monday, January 23, 7:00p.m. Russell Hall—Winter  
service project! Tonight we will be working on a project to 
benefit children in foster homes.  New 7th and 8th graders are  
welcome. Pizza will be served at 7:00 p.m. Bring a friend.   

9 Days for Life-The United States  
Conference of Catholic Bishops encourages all 
of us to pray and participate in the 9 Days for 
Life campaign, remembering the unborn during 
this special time. 

JANUARY 21-29, 2017 

 
Please join us for Coffee & Donuts  
following the 8 and 11 a.m. Masses  

this weekend. 

The annual collection for Catholic High Schools will be 
taken up next weekend, January 21st & 22nd, we ask for 
your participation in helping us reach our 2017 goal of 
$250,000.00 for the Archdiocese. 
 Your investment will yield significant results, since our 
Catholic high schools offer students exceptional academics, a true 
spirit of service, an understanding of faith, and the Gospel mes-
sage. WE deeply value your support of Catholic school education 
as we continue to form another generation in the faith. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017tqJsWg9w7wYHJ9NjjgJpSgqoURynpCJNg8eTrmo_VKDQ7kZJsC5ndDk-c--LdAXPLD2f9tJyvql9LWqWkSMQCja3vMsLDrzF7ORG4g2jzcoBwKm80A0xJ5zZnPbOpN0b-kBmlMu8lJwItSyaZQUqQwhMFM2Ku2XuDG9oiJ5Pr1MqJqdKokWD6v84U09JUV3mgKi9bffB_-j2T0IUN3Suv7JGoa8djYHbf8b


   FROM FATHER MICHAEL...  

 

Advent Giving Treeõs Abundant Blessings! 
 The 2016 Advent Giving Tree was a great success and a 
major blessing from our parish to so many people in needñfrom 
the Little Sisters of the Poor and the Malta Mobile House of Care 
to our  own Neighbors in Need fundñthe generous parishioners 
of Saint Catherine of Siena Parish raised $47,851! Wowee!!! 
 The donations given by our parishioners were  
designated in the following manner: Malta House of Care: 
$23,548.50; Neighbors in Need: $ 23,132.50; and a special  
designation to the Little Sisters of the Poor of $1,170. Recently, a 
donation was given by a parish family that was designated to be used for good 
works and will be added to the Little Sisters of the Poor fund, bringing their 
total gift to $10,000. This raises our grand total of giving for the 
three organizations to $56,681  2016 Advent Giving Program. 
Thank you everyone who participated and prayed for the  
success of this yearõs Advent Giving Tree ProjectñI believe 
God heard us all loud and clear! 
 Thanks to the generosity of many parishioners we will 
be able to provide assistance to Malta to bring healthcare to 
many needy and working poor families as well as assist many 
local residents in our area with food, medicine and help with  
utility bills this cold winter time, through our Neighbors in Need,  
and of course the money we send to the Little Sisters of the Poor 
will assist them in providing 24/7 health care in nursing homes 
for the elderly underprivileged including a number of priests who 
after years of service to the church are without long-term care. 
Thank you very much!  
  

Lots of Christmas work yet with Many 
Thanks! 
 I personally wish to thank everyone who  
participated in making the Christmas decorations in our church 
this year so beautiful. The manger team, the flower designers and 
placers, the wreaths;  garland-and bow assemblers and  
hangers, and of course the watering team made our sanctuary 
look elegant and beautiful for the 12 Days of Christmasñand I 
am mightily appreciative of all their hard work and design ideas: 
Janet Fischer, Barbara Hopkins, Teri Longo, Kathi Bonner,  
Marghan Pendergast, Kathy Moore, Bernie Slattery, Ale Palomo, 
Lena ---, Mike Grappone, and Dennis Hannon. 
 More than ever before, parishioners told me how 
much they appreciated the simplistic beauty of the decorations 
and their eleganceñall surrounding and highlighting our  
Beautifully minted altar, sanctuary altar and ambo! Thank you 
one and all! 
 I also want to thank all who participated in the 
Christmastime liturgiesñfrom our wonderful choirs and  
musicians to the well-executed altar servers, to our lectors,  
Eucharistic ministers, ushers and to the counters after  
Christmas who oversee the collection countingñno small task. 
Thank you everyone!!! 
 

Teaching Mass 
 A teaching Mass is a regular Mass at which the 
celebrantñthe priestñdescribes the actions in the Mass and 
what the Church teaches is actually happening in-and-through 
such words and actions. For example, do we just come to Mass 
and say a few words or prayers at certain times? Do we have a 
real role in the Massñas a parishioner? When we come to Mass 
do we fully understand the Catholic theological meaning of In  

Persona Christi? Do we know what happensñand why it  
happensñat the embolism, fraction or the epiclesis and anamnesis? 
What is being proclaimed at the Preface? Do we consider the Mass 
to be a dialogue between us and God?  When does the consecration  
actually happen?  Sometimes when we do something  
over-and-over again it might lose its meaning or become rote. As 
they say on television, The more you knowé. 
 When we understand what and why we are doing 
something within the context of the Mass then the Mass can 
have a deeper meaning for us and will call us to be more òfully 
and activelyó involved, drawing us deeper into the mystery of 
Godõs love and desire for us.  
 I will hold a teaching Mass on Sunday, February 
26th at 11 a.m. The Mass will run approximately 20-30 minutes  
longer than usual. However, for those who wish to understand 
more about the meaning and power of the Mass, it is well worth 
the time and understanding. 

 
Altar Servers Needed 
¶ Are you a mature boy or girl over the age of 9 or in Grade 4  

and would you like to have an active role in the celebration 
of the Mass? 

¶ If you are interested in serving God at Mass, I would love to 
have your help. Altar servers help the priest carry out his 
duties as the leader of the Mass. 

¶ You assist the priest in calling the people to prayer, in estab-
lishing the real presence of CHRIST among us by prayerfully 
and reverently participating in the celebration of the MASS 
WHICH JESUS CHRIST HIMSLEF INSTITUTED. So, in 
away, you are an assistant to Christ. Sound cool?  

¶ If that sounds like something you might want to join in on 
doing, please place your name and contact number on the 
sign-up sheets in the vestibule and atrium this weekend. 

¶ Training sessions for altar servers will be listed in next 
weekendõs bulletin. Thank you!  

 

Ordinary Time 
 For the next 8 weeks we are celebrating Ordinary Time 
in the Church. We enter into this liturgical time between  
Christmas and Lent as we return to the liturgical color green. 
While we listen to gospels from Matthew, Mark and Luke  
mainly, there are many lessons from Mark particularly during the 
weekdays. Because the term ordinary in English most often means 
something that's not special or distinctive, many people think 
that Ordinary Time refers to parts of the calendar of the Catholic 
Church that are unimportant. Even though the season of  
Ordinary Time makes up most of the liturgical year in the  
Catholic Church, the fact that Ordinary Time refers to 
those periods that fall outside of the major liturgical seasons  
reinforces this impression. Yet Ordinary Time is far from  
unimportant or uninteresting. 
 

Why Is Ordinary Time Called Ordinary? 
Ordinary Time is called "ordinary" not because it is  

common but simply because the weeks of Ordinary Time are 
numbered. The Latin word ordinalis, which refers to numbers in a 
series, stems from the Latin word ordo, from which we get the 
English word order. Thus, the numbered weeks of Ordinary Time 
in fact represent the ordered life of the Churchñthe period in 
which we live our lives neither in feasting (as in the Christmas  

   (continued on next page) 

MANY THANKS to our Senior High Youth Ministry who 
baked and delivered 75 apple pies to area soup kitchens for their 
Thanksgiving meals. Thank you to the parent helpers who gave 
their time and energy on PIE NIGHT: Rosanne O' Hara, Amy 
Dillon, Susan Hoffman, Jeanne Carpenter, Debbie Hamil, Kathy 
Duford, Manuela Hanshaw and Mike Laiuppa. 



 
 

Upcoming Meetings/Events  

JANUARY  
-Sun, 15thðChildrenôs Liturgy of the Word, RH, 11 a.m. 

-Sun, 15thðContemporary Choir, MR, 4 p.m. 

-Mon, 16thðWomenôs Club, RH, 7 p.m. 

-Tues, 17thðChildrenôs Choir, MR, 6:30 p.m. 

-Tues, 17thðAdult Choir, MR, 7:30 p.m. 

-Sat, 21stðFeed the Hungry 

-Sat, 21stðPantry Partners, Vestibule, 9 am. 

-Sun, 22nd,ðChildrenôs Liturgy of the Word, RH, 11 a.m. 

-Sun, 22ndðGrade 8 Mass, 5 p.m. 

-Sun, 22ndðMission Trip Meeting, RH, 5 p.m. 

-Sun, 22ndðSenior High Youth Ministry, RH, 6 p.m. 

-Mon, 23rdðNo Confession 

-Mon, 23rdðJr. High Youth Ministry, RH, 7 p.m. 

-Mon, 23rdðPrayer Shawl, Library, 7 p.m. 

-Tues, 24thðChildrenôs Choir, MR, 6:30 p.m. 

-Tues, 24thðRCIA, Library, 7 p.m. 

-Tues, 24thðAdult Choir, MR, 7:30 p.m. 

-Wed, 25thðSnow date Womenôs Club event, RH, 7 p.m. 

-Thurs, 26thðGirl Scouts, RH, 7 p.m.. 

Social Outreach  
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but everyone should do something! 

Pantry PartnersñSaturday, January 21 is the 
SCPP distribution date. Volunteers please arrive by  
8:45 AM. We will meet in the vestibule. Please be  
prepared to assist in set up. We welcome any  
confirmation students who still need hours. Please 
contact Karen Willis at scpp2013@gmail.com if you 
wish to be added to the volunteers list. 

The WOMEN’S & MEN’s CLUBS invite all  
parishioners to join us on Monday, January 16th at 

7pm in Russell Hall when the St. Catherine Holy 

Land Pilgrims provide a narrative pictorial  

travelogue of their October, 2016 journey. 
Snow date, if necessary, Wednesday, January 25th. 

Please join us! 

You are invited! We invite you to join us for 
the March for Life in Washington, D.C. 
 January 26-27, 2017. We will be staying at the 
Hotel Hilton Old Town, Alexandria, VA. The distance 
is comparable to other years and the rate is the best 
we could find. Archbishop Leonard P. Blair will offer 
Mass at the hotel on Friday morning at 8:00 a.m.,  
followed by a breakfast. Our national speaker will be 
Elise Italiano, new Executive Director of University 
Communications at Catholic University of America. 

Come join us! 
======================================== 
REGISTRATION FORM   
Name (s) 
___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
Address 
___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
City 
___________________________________________   
State ____________________ Zip _____________ 
Phone ____________________ Parish 
___________________________________________
__________________ E-Mail Address 
___________________________________________
Please call if you have any questions:  203-639-0833 
or 203-238-1441. Cost for bus and breakfast is $110 
per person. Make check payable to Pro-Life Ministry 
at the Franciscan Life Center. Mail this form and 
check to: Pro-Life Ministry, 271 Finch Avenue,  
Meriden, CT 06451.  

St. Elizabeth Houseðnext service date is,  
January 29th. Food needs to be ready to serve 
(casseroles hot, salad pre-cut) and at the church by 
3:45 p.m. Please sign up in the atrium. Questions, 
please contact Leila Bruno at (860) 392-8585.  
Thank you! 

Sacred Heart Epiphany Party-Thank you to all  

provided gifts to the children of Sacred Heart! Your  
generosity is truly amazing. It was a very festive event 
this year with a large turnout. It was wonderful to see 
the community enjoying each other and celebrating  
together. We would also like to extend our gratitude to 
our volunteers that helped so much on Sunday—Grace 
 Fallon, Sean Fallon, Beth Bouchard, Nate Bouchard, 
Maura Wolff, Sheila Prats Sohn, Kevin Sohn, Danny Sohn, 
Patrick Kerr, Samantha Hoffman, Devin Hoffman and 
Ryan Hoffman.   

Fr. Michael continuedé.and Easter seasons) or in more severe 
penance (as in Advent and Lent) but in watchfulness and  
expectation of the Second Coming of Christ. It's appropriate, 
therefore, that the Gospel for the Second Sunday of Ordinary 
Time (which is actually the first Sunday celebrated in Ordinary 
Time) always features either John the Baptist's acknowledgment 
of Christ as the Lamb of God or Christ's first miracleñthe  
transformation of water into wine at the wedding at Cana. Thus 
for Catholics, Ordinary Time is the part of the year in which 
Christ, the Lamb of God, walks among us and transforms our 
lives. There's nothing "ordinary" about that! 
 In just eight short weeks we will enter in Lent, a time of 
purple and penitence and preparation for the fullness of Godõs gift 
of Christ at Bethlehem at Christmastimeñthe Resurrection of 
the Lord and of life everlasting. Certainly better than a chocolate 
bunny or a black jelly bean anytimeñeven if its Munsonõs or  
Godivaõs!  (source: Catholic Online). 

mailto:scpp2013@gmail.com


End of Bulletin 
Information on this page is not printed 

Church:  St. Catherine of Siena 
 
City:   West Simsbury, Connecticut 
 
Account #  04-0523 
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