
A Parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Hartford 

The St. Catherine Parish Legacy Fund is committed to  
ensuring the long-term stability of our parish and its  
ministries.  Please consider a gift in lieu of flowers upon a 
loved one's passing as a way to ensure our community 
will thrive well into the future.   

The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)            25 December 2016 

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday  
9:00 a.m. through 2:00 p.m.  

Pastor  
The Reverend Michael Whyte, 860 658 1642  
 

PARISH STAFF 
Administrative Assistant-Parish Office  
Mrs. Lisa Cerchia  
860 658 1642 or stcathy@comcast.net  
 

Director of Religious Education  
Mrs. Kathi Bonner  
860 658 4737 or kathidre@aol.com  
 

Director of Youth Ministry  
Mrs. Judy Pluta  
860 408 9888 or judyplutaym@gmail.com  
 

Director of Music Ministry 
Mrs. Susan Zybert  
860 404 5514 or susanzybert@comcast.net  
 

Facilities Manager  
Mr. Michael Grappone, 860 658 1642  
 

Parish Council President  
Mr. Jim Peters 
860 651 3143 or jpetersjjr@gmail.com 
 

Finance Council Chairman  
Mr. Scott Muryasz  
860 693 4164 
 

Parish Legacy Fund Chairman  
Mr. Peter Pabich, 860 408 1254  
 

Parish Lay Trustees  
Mrs. Melissa Horbal, 860 651 7844 
Mr. Joseph Capozzoli, 860 352 2390 

Thanks for worshiping with us. 
If you would like to join our parish 

family, fill out a yellow membership form found 
in the vestibule or atrium and mail it to us, drop 

it in the collection basket or 
call us at 658 1642. 

 

We Welcome You to Our  
Family of Faith! 

Mass/Liturgy Schedule:  
Saturday Vigil at 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Masses at 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  
(Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day Weekend,  
NO 5:00 p.m. Sunday Mass)  
Daily Mass at 8:30 a.m., Monday through Wednesday,  
and Friday. (Yearly)  
  
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday from 4:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m.  
 Monday from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. 
 
Baptisms and Baptismal Preparation:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642  
  
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642 at least  
6 months in advance  
  
Choir Practices:  
Adult—Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.  
Youth—Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.  
Contemporary Music Group—Sundays at 4:00 p.m.  
  

Bulletin Deadline: Monday at 10:00 a.m.  
Website News: email to: 
   StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net  
  
265 Stratton Brook Road, Box 184,  
West Simsbury, Connecticut 06092  
Tel: 860 658 1642 /Fax: 888 297 3134  
Email: stcathy@comcast.net  
Website: www.stcatherine.info  

WELCOME! 
We welcome all visitors who are celebrating with us today. As is 
our custom at St. Catherine of Siena, please remain in your pew 
for the singing of the first and last verses of the recessional 
hymn. 

mailto:StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net


Religious Education News   
  

NO REL ED Classes during  
the Christmas school break!  

A Merry and Blessed Christmas to all 
of our Rel Ed catechists, children and 

parents and a Happy New Year. 
 

REL ED classes, K-10  
resume on Sunday, Jan. 8th! 

 
 
 

 

 Saturday, December 24th @ 4:00 pm Mass for  
 Lucia & Anthony Brancato,  
 requested by their family; 

 Saturday, December 24th @ 6:30 pm Mass Pro Populo; 

 Saturday, December 24th @10:00 pm Mass Pro Populo; 

 Sunday, December 25th @ 8:00 am Mass for  
 Anthony Drapelick; requested by the Men’s Club; 

 Sunday, December 25th @ 10:00 am Mass for  
 Peter & Josephine Pac, Jean & Gilbert Hatch,  
 requested by their family. 
 
***Please note: There is no 5 p.m. Mass on Christmas Day. 
—————————————————————————— 

 Monday, December 26th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  
 Eleanor Lankin; 

 Tuesday, December 27th @ 8:30 am Mass for 
 Baby B,  requested by his family; 

 Wednesday, December 28th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for 
 Special Intention; 

 Friday, December 30th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  
 Susan Winter; 

 Saturday, December 31st @ 4:00 pm Mass for  
 Logan Schoenhardt, improved health; 

 Sunday, January 1st @ 8:00 am Mass Pro Populo; 

 Sunday, January 1st @ 11:00 am Mass for  
 Janet Picerno, 4th anniversary, 
 requested by her family; 
 
***Please note: There is no 5 p.m. Mass on New Year’s Day. 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 

Offertory Collection 
Weekly Collection:               $12,972.50 
    Loose Cash/Checks          $  1,377.50 
    Envelopes                          $ 11,595.00 
Cathedraticum*                   -$    713.49 
School Tax*                         -$    713.49 
*Parish taxes (5.5%) paid to the Archdiocese for services 
to the parish. 

Repair & Refurbishment…...$...160.00(additional) 
Retired Religious .….……....$   430.00(additional) 

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 
 Senior AND Junior High Youth Ministry 

2017 Winter Into Spring Youth Ministry  
schedules are now available. You can pick up a 
copy in the atrium, vestibule, at Youth Group, or 
print a copy from your weekly Youth Ministry 
email.  
 
Sunday, January 8th After 11:00 Mass—A brief  
informational meeting will be held for all those 
teens and parents who would like information on  
Steubenville East Conference that will take place 
on July 14-16 at UMass-Lowell this summer.  This 
is a conference attended by 3000 Catholic teens 
who will gather for a weekend of speakers,  
Christian music, prayer, small group gatherings 
and more. A St. Catherine/St. Bernard group will 
travel together to the conference. Registration  
begins in January and the conference will sell out 
by Feb. 1st. Teens in high school and current 8th 
graders are eligible.  



   FROM FATHER MICHAEL...  

 

Merry Christmas! 
 Tis the most wonderful time of the year! 
 As we celebrate the Feast of the Nativity—the  
Incarnation of Christ—and the coming of God made man, we 
also celebrate Easter and the Resurrection with the gift of Eternal 
Life all rolled into One.  
 Truly Christmas and Easter are intimately connected 
because we have faith that what God has planned—the returning 
home of each one of us to His Divine Life and Love—will be 
 fulfilled. He sent His Only Son into the world to live like us in all 
things but sin, and to leave for us a perfect example of living out a 
human life with a divine ending. It is through our choices—to 
feed the hungry or not, to care for the sick or not, to visit the 
lonely and shelter the homeless or not, to teach the ignorant 
about God’s love for them or not, and to pray for the living and 
the dead or not—which leads us to the gates of heaven.  
 Our faith teaches us that our choices in life have a direct 
impact on our eternal life. For at the Last Supper, when Christ 
looked into the eyes of His disciples, He knew that not all would 
choose Him. Some shall choose the self, some shall choose  
another, and some shall choose power, prestige and wealth. As 
He looked into the eyes of Judas, while saying the prayer over the 
bread and wine, Christ said, “This shall be poured out for you and 
the many…” Shall we be among the “many”? 
 In bringing faith to the world, and in building His 
Church on earth, Christ left not only the plan but the mechanism 
to be a disciple. He teaches us through His life’s actions, through 
His teachings, and through the Church’s institutions to be  
another Christ to the world. To roll up our sleeves and dive into 
the messiness of human life and bring comfort where there is 
affliction and justice where there is injustice. And throughout the 
ages, Christ has empowered His Church with popes, priests,  
religious and hundreds of billions of lay volunteers to be His  
army of Christian soldiers bringing comfort and peace, joy and 
education, shelter and food to a world in need. Truly, no private 
entity on earth has done more for the building up of the common 
good than the Catholic Church. This is God’s plan, and He calls 
each one of us to be a part of the Divine Plan of Salvation. 
 While God does not expect everyone to do everything, 
He does expect (in fact, commands) each of us to do something—
some are called to actively participate in ministry, some are called 
to support it through their resources and all are called to pray for 
the success of the Church and all her good works both corporal 
and spiritual.  And the opportunities abound. Just drive around 
any city or urban area and you will see hospitals, shelters, soup 
kitchens and schools bearing Catholic names and traditions. In 
parish or school parking lots across urban centers you will find 
many a Malta Mobile Healthcare Van or outreach center bringing 
healthcare services to the poor and working poor. Catholic  
Charities are located in nearly all of Connecticut’s cities  
providing emergency services as well as educational  
opportunities for employment retraining; and our refuge centers 
welcome immigrants today from once unheard of countries just 
as they did decades ago for the Italians, Irish, Polish and more. 
The faces and skin colors may change but the intent—God’s 
Will—remains a constant as does the mission of His Church. 
 As we once more celebrate the memorial of Christ’s 
birth this Christmas, let us remember that manager—the first 
homeless shelter—which welcomed Joseph, Mary and the baby 
Jesus—and all the shepherds and angels who came to gather 
around Him and praise not just His birth but also our salvation to  

come. 
 And in the ensuing millennia, as part of His Divine Plan, 
we recall the Church He created, one though not perfect in its 
human institutions yet guided perfectly by His Holy Spirit in the 
Magisterium, is where we  play our role so that we continue His 
mission in ministry in our time and place, bringing His love to a 
world in need as well as to our souls in need of salvation—and 
when we properly exercise our roles, we live the life of Christ in 
and through our words and deeds, making His Kingdom Come.  
 Let us celebrate Christmas in the most holy way  
possible: to fully join His Church by enlivening it with our  
presence—praising Him at Mass as well as in the streets of daily 
life with a renewed desire to serve Him in a ministry of the 
Church. There are plenty of ministries to look at and even more 
in which to be involved. Like the old Breck’s Shampoo  
commercial illustrated, “…And so on and so on…” the more that 
join it the more it multiples and the more it multiples the more 
God’s Will is done.  
 As we carry out His Will not only will more peace and 
comfort and more joy and happiness wash away sadness, despair, 
hungry and sickness but our souls will be made well with the 
Lord and our mansions in the eternal Kingdom will be ready and 
waiting for our arrival. 
 Our faith calls us to trust in the Lord and have faith that 
the Divine Plan our God has set into motion will be fulfilled—in 
both the grand scheme of things as well as in-and-through our  
participation with Him. We have to say “yes” to the great  
invitation He offers each one of us and which began on  
Christmas morning more than 2000 years ago and shall be 
 fulfilled at the Easter Resurrection promised us by the God of all 
creation and of all salvation. Do I hear a “yes”? Come join the 
Church in carrying out the mission and ministry of Christ in our 
time and place. Happy Christmas/Happy Easter!      

 

Christmas Thanks! 
 As the year comes to an end, I want to say “thank-you” 
to all our parishioners who bring life to the Church here in West 
Simsbury through your prayerful and active participation  
in-and-through our programs, ministries and Masses. I cannot 
tell you how wonderfully blessed I feel to be assigned here at 
Saint Catherine of Siena Parish. 
 Your willingness to support this parish in prayer and in 
resources, and ministry  is the life blood of all that we do—and 
we do it for Christ.  
 From the choirs and the religious education teachers to 
the ministry workers and the Mass participants, from the altar 
servers, lectors, Youth Ministry and Eucharistic Ministers to the 
coffee and donut crew to the Breakfast with Santa folks, from 
those who care for the grounds and those who welcome others 
with your friendly smiles and warm embraces, and to the many 
members of the Men’s and Women’s Club Ministries—and to so 
many more. Thank you!  
 When people ask “why has Saint Catherine of Siena 
seen a nearly 30 percent increase in parishioners over the last five 
(5) years,” there is one answer: you! 

And I have two words for that: Thank you! 

 

Merry and Blessed Christmas! 

MANY THANKS to our Senior High Youth Ministry who 
baked and delivered 75 apple pies to area soup kitchens for their 
Thanksgiving meals. Thank you to the parent helpers who gave 
their time and energy on PIE NIGHT: Rosanne O' Hara, Amy 
Dillon, Susan Hoffman, Jeanne Carpenter, Debbie Hamil, Kathy 
Duford, Manuela Hanshaw and Mike Laiuppa. 



 
 

Upcoming Meetings/Events 

DECEMBER 

-Sat, 24th—Christmas Eve, Masses at  

  4 p.m., 6:30 p.m.& 10:00 p.m.  

-Sun, 25th—Christmas Day, Masses at 

  8 & 10 a.m. 

 ***No 5 p.m. Mass on Christmas Day 

-Mon, 26th—Office Closed, No Confession 

-Sat, 31st—New Year’s Eve, Mass at 5 p.m. 

-Sun, Jan. 1st—New Year’s Day, Masses at  

  8 & 11 a.m. 

              ***No 5 p.m. Mass on New Year’s Day 

Social Outreach 
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but everyone should do something! 

Pantry Partners—Thank you to all of the  
volunteers who assisted in the December SCPP 
distribution. For the generosity of all who 
have donated to SCPP throughout the year and 
to all who donated at the Linden House open 
house, this ministry is truly grateful. We were 
able to add a new family through your  
kindness. We wish you and your families a 
very Merry Christmas! 

WOMEN’S CLUB CORNER 
Pewter Ornaments: Prepaid orders are available for 
pick-up or you may purchase by cash or check payable 
to St. Catherine of Siena. $18 each, 2 for $34, and  
3 for $45. Benefit: “Hands of Christ” Awards. 
 

SAVE THE DATES:   
Monday, January 16th Meeting, 7pm, RH:  
St. Catherine Holy Land Pilgrims provide a narrative 
pictorial travelogue of their October, 2016 journey. 
Snow date, if necessary, Wednesday, January 25th. 
Thursday, February 9 Valentine-themed Wine 
Tasting at Super Cellar Warehouse Liquors, Rte. 44, 
Avon. “Treat Yourself or Bring Your Favorite  
Valentine”. Details to follow. 
March 1st—Ash Wednesday Lenten Soup & Bread 
after evening Mass & Ashes. 
Thursday, March 23rd Speaker Program, 7pm, RH 
Simsbury native Sheila Horan, Retired FBI and  
Deputy Director of United States Conference of  
Catholic Bishops Division of Child & Youth  
Protection. 

Ever Thought of Singing at Church? 

 
The Contemporary Group is looking 

for singers! Rehearsals are held at 

4PM on Sundays before the 5PM 

Mass. If interested, please contact  

Nicole Levesque by emailing 

nlevesque625@hotmail.com. 

We’d love You to Join Us! 
Sacred Heart Epiphany Party and 
Giving Tree: On January 8th, Sacred Heart’s  

Religious Education Program is celebrating with an  
Epiphany Party for the youth of its parish. It is a wonderful 
event that celebrates the Three Kings with music, food and 
games. Sacred Heart is committed to engaging their  
children in the religious education program as long as  
possible to support them on the path to success. Our  
Parish is once again supporting Sacred Heart’s party. The 
white tree in the Atrium has gift tags with a child’s name 
and age. There are also some gift tags for monetary  
donations to purchase the food for the party. Please select 
a tag and purchase a gift for the child on the tag. Before 
January 1st, please place the wrapped gift with the name 
tag attached under the tree. We are also looking for  
volunteers to help at the party and prepare for the event. 
This is a great opportunity for service hours. If you have 
any questions or would like to volunteer, please contact 
Susan Hoffman at suedhoffman@hotmail.com or  
860-716-9005 (cell) or Bonnie Daly at dalyrc@comcast.net. 
We greatly appreciate your support and generosity. 

Learn more about how God is with us in the 
Bible—The Birth of Jesus raises too many 

questions that just can’t be answered in an eight 
minute homily! If you want to delve deeper into the 
meaning of God’s gift to us at Christmas, consider 
learning more about our Catholic Biblical School. 
Contact us, or come to our Celebration of Sacred 

Scripture on Saturday, March 25 to learn more 
about how we “roll.” The enrollment processes 

begin in spring, and classes begin in early  
September. For details, check our website 

(www.orehartford.org) or contact the Office of  
Education, Evangelization and Catechesis 

(catholic.biblical.school@aohct.org,  
860-242-5573, ext. 2670. 

mailto:nlevesque625@hotmail.com
mailto:suedhoffman@hotmail.com
mailto:dalyrc@comcast.net
http://www.orehartford.org/
mailto:catholic.biblical.school@aohct.org


End of Bulletin 
Information on this page is not printed 

Church:  St. Catherine of Siena 
 
City:   West Simsbury, Connecticut 
 
Account #  04-0523 
 
Run #   
 
Routing Code:  O 
 
Phone:  860.658.1642 
 
Fax:   888.297.3134  
 
Contact:  Lisa Cerchia 

 


