
A Parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Hartford 

The St. Catherine Parish Legacy Fund is committed to  
ensuring the long-term stability of our parish and its  
ministries.  Please consider a gift in lieu of flowers upon a 
love one's passing as a way to ensure our community will 
thrive well into the future.   

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time                               10 July 2016 

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday  
9:00 a.m. through 2:00 p.m.  

Pastor  
The Reverend Michael Whyte, 860 658 1642  
 

PARISH STAFF 
Administrative Assistant-Parish Office  
Mrs. Lisa Cerchia  
860 658 1642 or stcathy@comcast.net  
 

Director of Religious Education  
Mrs. Kathi Bonner  
860 658 4737 or kathidre@aol.com  
 

Director of Youth Ministry  
Mrs. Judy Pluta  
860 408 9888 or judyplutaym@gmail.com  
 

Director of Music Ministry 
Mrs. Susan Zybert  
860 216 6519 or susanzybert@comcast.net  
 

Facilities Manager  
Mr. Michael Grappone, 860 658 1642  
 

Parish Council President  
Mr. Jim Peters 
860 651-3143 or jpetersjjr@gmail.com 
 

Finance Council Chairman  
Mr. Scott Muryasz  
860 693 4164 
 

Parish Legacy Fund Chairman  
Mr. Peter Pabich, 860 408 1254  
 

Parish Lay Trustees  
Mrs. Melissa Horbal, 860 651 7844 
Mr. Joseph Capozzoli, 860 352 2390 

Thanks for worshiping with us. 
If you would like to join our parish 

family, fill out a yellow membership form found 
in the vestibule or atrium and mail it to us, drop 

it in the collection basket or 
call us at 658 1642. 

 

We Welcome You to Our  
Family of Faith! 

Mass/Liturgy Schedule:  
Saturday Vigil at 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Masses at 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  
(Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day Weekend,  
NO 5:00 p.m. Sunday Mass)  
Daily Mass at 8:30 a.m., Monday through Wednesday,  
and Friday. (Yearly)  
  
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday from 4:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m.  
 Monday from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. 
 
Baptisms and Baptismal Preparation:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642  
  
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642 at least  
6 months in advance  
  
Choir Practices:  
Adult—Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.  
Youth—Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.  
Contemporary Music Group—Sundays at 4:00 p.m.  
  

Bulletin Deadline: Monday at 10:00 a.m.  
Website News: email to: 
   StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net  
  
265 Stratton Brook Road, Box 184,  
West Simsbury, Connecticut 06092  
Tel: 860 658 1642 /Fax: 888 297 3134  
Email: stcathy@comcast.net  
Website: www.stcatherine.info  

WELCOME! 
We welcome all visitors who are celebrating with us today. As is 
our custom at St. Catherine of Siena, please remain in your pew 
for the singing of the first and last verses of the recessional 
hymn. 

mailto:StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net


Religious Education News   
 

 The deadline to register for  
Religious Education has now passed.  
Registration will only be accepted with the 
$50.00 late fee from this point forward. 
Online registration is still possible,  
downloading the form on our website and 
mailing it in is also acceptable.  NEW children 
can be added only by completing the BLUE 
forms that are available in the atrium and  
vestibule.   
  
 We are in need of a Grade 5 "team  
teacher" who can split the teaching year with  
another teacher. Sharing your faith increases 
your faith! For more information, please  
contact Kathi Bonner, DRE @ 
Kathidre@aol.com.  
 
 Music Accompanist Needed for Rel 
Ed classes! We have the music program in 
place, but are in needed of guitar/piano  
accompanist for our vocal teacher. The music 
is simple and fun, the children are wonderful 
and the subject matter is faith! Join us! Call 
Kathi Bonner for more information, 
860.658.4737. 

 
 
 
 

 Saturday, July 9th @ 8:00 am Mass for  
 Fiona Radmore, requested by Mary Lou & 
 Michael Cobb and the Cobb School Community;  

 Sunday, July 10th @ 8:00 am Mass for  
 Stanley Burk, 2nd anniversary, requested 
  by his family;  

 Sunday, July 10th @ 11:00 am Mass for  
 Deceased members of the Duggan, McCabe  
 & Jahne Families, requested by their family; 

 Monday, July 11th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  
 Harry & Eileen Geary, requested by their family;  

 Tuesday, July 12th @ 8:30 am Mass for  
 Tucker Warner; 

 Wednesday, July 13th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for 
 Timothy McCarthy; 

 Friday, July 15th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  
 Don Frawley, requested by Barbara & Jack Gillies; 

 Saturday, July 16th @ 5:00 pm Mass for  
 Ray Rooney, wedding anniversary remembrance, 
 requested by his wife;  

 Sunday, July 17th @ 8:00 am Mass for  
 Lyn Cunningham, 3rd anniversary,  
 requested by her family; and, 

 Sunday, July 17th @ 11:00 am Mass for  
 Barbara Tucker, requested by Donna Garry. 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 

Offertory Collection 
Weekly Collection:               $8,499.50 
    Loose Cash/Checks          $1,063.50 
    Envelopes                          $7,436.00 
Cathedraticum*                   -$   467.47 
School Tax*                         -$   467.47 
*Parish taxes (5.5%) paid to the Archdiocese for  
services to the parish. 
 

This week’s second collection is  
for Repair & Refurbishment. 

Defending Our Religious Liberty 
 Under the new health care reform law, 
the federal government demands that almost 
all health plans fully cover female sterilization 
and drugs and devices that prevent pregnancy, 
including those that can cause an early  
abortion. Why should religious institutions be 
forced to pay for procedures that go against 
their moral principles?  
 If you haven’t done so already, please 
voice your opposition to the federal health 
care mandate by calling U.S. Secretary of 
Health and Human Services Sylvia Mathews 
Burwell at 202-205-5445, and your elected 
representatives.  Let them know that the  
mandate is in violation of our First  
Amendment right to religious freedom.  
If you have called, call again, our  
representatives need to pay attention. 

Father Whyte will celebrate the Sunday,  
July 24th Mass on ORTV. The taping is 
Tuesday, July 19th at 11 am with arrival at 
studio at 10:30 am. Anyone is welcome;  
please let Fr. Whyte know if 
you’d like to attend.  
 

The address is: 
15 Peach Orchard Rd 

 Prospect, CT.  
(We can carpool from the church) 

mailto:Kathidre@aol.com


   FROM FATHER MICHAEL...  

 

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time:  
The Unexpected Hero—Humility. 
 Before we “get into the meat” of this Sunday’s Gospel 
account, you might ask yourself what is the difference between a 
Levite and a Priest, two characters in today’s Gospel?   
 In short, all priests are Levites, being selected from the 
tribe of Levi, but not all Levites are priests (much like all apostles 
are disciples but not all disciples are apostles). Priests served in 
the Tabernacle and had official high duties of making offerings 
for the people. Those Levites who were not priests were assigned 
duties connected with the tabernacle (Numbers 3-4). They  
assisted the priests (Numbers 1:50; 3:6, 8; 16:9; 1 Chronicles 9:22, 
26f; 23:2-4, 28; Ezra 3:8-9.), they prepared the cereal offerings  
(1 Chronicles 23:28-32), and they cared for the courts and the  
chambers of the sanctuary. Later, the Levites were involved in 
interpreting the law and thus functioned as teachers (Nehemiah 
8:7, 9; 2 Chronicles 17:7-7; 35:3). The Levites were explicitly  
permitted to go near the sacred furniture, and this special  
privilege distinguished them from ordinary Israelites (Numbers 
8:19; 16:9-10; 18:22-23). By virtue of this responsibility, they were 
charged with the work of the tent of meeting (tabernacle) that 
included its dismantling, transportation, and reassembly at a new 
site (Numbers 1:48-54; 4:3-15; 18:6). This was a requirement of all 
Levites between the ages of twenty-five and fifty (Leviticus  
8:24-26). The Levites were able to approach the sacred furniture 
only when it was covered (Numbers 18:3). The Levites were  
inducted into their role through a series of ceremonies that  
included shaving of the body, sacrifice, the laying on of hands, 
and a solemn presentation to God (Numbers 8:5-13). They were  
supported by a tithe of the people (Leviticus 27:32-33; Numbers 
18:21, 24), but a tenth of the tithe was to be given to the priests 
(Numbers 18:26-28). Catholic Encyclopedia 

Now Back to the Gospel. Today we hear one of the most 
well-known Gospel accounts, the Good Samaritan. Most of us 
see this parable as one of “doing good” in the world. The Good 
Samaritan (as one who wasn’t expected to offer help yet did) saw 
someone in need and tended to him and yet the Priest and the 
Levite, who were expected to care, did not help. But this gospel 
message is more about humility—choosing to do the righteous 
thing—and less about simply “doing a good or kind act.” This 
gospel message is as alive and applicable today as it was when 
Jesus spoke to His ancient audience. 

Flash ahead more than 2,000 years and enter into our 
world that is very divided—from divisions in our politics to  
divisions in our Church and from cracks in societal concerns for 
one another. Our nation is moving from a melting pot that sought 
to create a unified American culture to one that is now a  
factionalized group of subpopulations pitting their own  
self-interests against the greater good. Today’s gospel message 
attempts to direct us toward the antidote to this cultural schism 
by way of humility. 
 Pope Francis often talks about humility and without 
even mentioning the word he has applied it to the  discussion of 
evangelization in and through our Church. When the Holy  
Father speaks of a Church that is “a field hospital for the sick,” he 
is not just talking about our Corporal Works of Mercy (feed the 
hungry; give drink to the thirsty; clothe the naked; shelter the 
homeless; visit the sick; visit the imprisoned; and bury the dead) 
but is very much highlighting our faith’s Spiritual Works of  
Mercy (instruct the ignorant; counsel the doubtful—the first two 
are very applicable today as many young people do not know— 

and have never been taught—what the Church teaches on  
abortion, end-of-life or marriage issues; admonish sinners; bear 
wrongs patiently; forgive offences willingly; comfort the afflicted; 
and pray for the living and the dead). 
 Pope Francis asks each of us—the universal Church—to 
become participants in the mission of our faith as handed to us 
by Christ: to become “the light of the world” (Matthew 5:14), 
leading all peoples—rich or poor, white or of color, traditional or 
not—to the saving message of salvation and so eventually  
become members of the Communion of Saints. Pope Francis  
reminds us that we are “holy” because of God—not by our own 
power. There is a much larger purpose for our Church than just 
being a provider of food, shelter or medicine for those in need; 
rather, we are proclaiming His Good News of the Gospel and 
helping those in need because we are called by God—and filled 
with His grace—to accomplish His Will, doing the righteous thing.  
In humility we are to acknowledge that God is in control and our 
service to Him can bring about the healing and merciful love  
offered by Him and evidenced by the Good Samaritan—who was 
more than just a “good guy” but was sharing God’s light to  
someone in need. The French theologian Cardinal Yves Congar 
once wrote that church and world are not to be imagined “like two 
crowned sovereigns looking sideways at one another as they sit on the same 
dais, but much more like the Good Samaritan holding in his arms the  
half-dead man, whom he will not leave because he has been sent to help him.” 

Popes from the beginning of our Church have  
considered the Church to be like the Good Samaritan—and Pope 
Francis has been driving the idea of the Church as a “field  
hospital for the sick, wounded and suffering” since His elevation 
as Vicar of Christ, identifying the Church as the arms of Christ 
reaching out to the wounded bearing God’s love and mercy. If our 
Church is only to become just another soup kitchen or homeless 
shelter or mobile emergency room without proclaiming Christ 
and His Good News, then we are just one more NGO/non-profit  
organization “doing good.” And while that is important, we have 
a bigger mission in which to partake: drawing others to the  
salvation offered by Christ, through our cooperation with Him 
who was, is and shall ever be. And that indeed takes humility. 

 
 
 

Eucharistic Ministers for  
Saint Francis Hospital 

As I wrote in last weekend’s bulletin, Eucharistic  
Minister at Saint Francis Hospital and Medical Center are  
needed to distribute Holy Communion at the hospital. If you are 
interested in serving God in this capacity, please call Father 
Mark Bonsignore at 860 714 4000 at the Pastoral Care  
Department.  

The time and dates you bring Communion can be  
negotiated with Father Mark and training will be offered by the 
hospital’s Pastoral Care Department. You will be joining a great 
group of Saint Catherine of Siena Parishioners who are leaders in 
this ministry at the hospital. I want to thank you in advance for 
considering serving the Church in this capacity. It is greatly 
needed and you will see how much it benefits the Eucharistic 
Ministers as much as it does the patients in the hospital.  

 
God is good! 

Be His good helper! 
 

MANY THANKS to our Senior High Youth Ministry who 
baked and delivered 75 apple pies to area soup kitchens for their 
Thanksgiving meals. Thank you to the parent helpers who gave 
their time and energy on PIE NIGHT: Rosanne O' Hara, Amy 
Dillon, Susan Hoffman, Jeanne Carpenter, Debbie Hamil, Kathy 
Duford, Manuela Hanshaw and Mike Laiuppa. 



 
 

Upcoming Meetings/Events 

 

JULY 

-Sun, 10th—Hands of Christ Awards, 11 a.m. 

-Mon, 11th—NO Confession. 

-Sat, 16th—Pantry Partners, Vestibule, 9 am. 

-Sat 16th/Sun, 17th—Ticket sales after Masses for  
         Divine Mercy Bus Trip on Oct. 4th 

-Sun, 17th—Coffee & Donuts 

-Mon, 18th—Mass at McLean Home, 11 a.m. 

-Mon, 18th—Confession, Church, 6 p.m. 

-Wed, 20th—Confirmation Catechist Meeting, Library,  
        6:30 p.m. 
 
-Sat, 23rd—Feed the Hungry 

-Mon, 25th—NO Confession 

-Sun, 31st—St. Elizabeth House, parking lot, 3:45 p.m. 

Social Outreach 
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but everyone should do something! 

Pantry Partners—The July distribution date for  

St. Catherine Pantry Partners is Saturday, July 16.  
Volunteers should plan to arrive at 8:45 a.m. to assist in  
set up. We are blessed to have parishioners who consistently 
support this ministry financially. As well, we are grateful to 
all of the volunteers who greet, serve and deliver to our 
neighbors. A special thank you to our partner, Marandinos 
Supermarket in New Hartford. 

Pro-Life Quote of the Week: 
Children, both before and after birth, 
have the right to special protection 
and assistance, as do their mothers 
during pregnancy and for a  
reasonable period of time after  
child-birth.  Art 4,d; Charter of the Rights                                         
   of the Human Family, Holy See 

Organ Masterclasses for Archdiocesan Musicians 
Dr. Ezequiel Menéndez, Music Director of the  
Archdiocese of Hartford, will be  
presenting Organ Masterclasses this 
summer. Parish Pianists and Organists 
are welcome and encouraged to attend 
and participate. Discover new  
repertoire, learn the trade of hymn 
playing, pedal technique, registration 
and accompanying, in a beautifully relaxed  
environment. Come to play the Cathedral Organ.  
Classes are Free.  

DATES: 
July 11, 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 
July 18, 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 
July 25, 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

Questions: musicoffice@cathedralofsaintjoseph.com. 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES NEEDED!!!  
 
 To help children of Hartford. Please  
donate the following items for Family Life 
Ministry to distribute to the children: 
backpacks, calculators, notebooks, pens, 
pencils, rulers, 3 ring binders, loose leaf 
paper, markers, crayons, erasers, and glue. 
All items can be placed in the boxes in the 
Atrium or the Vestibule. Help children 
be all that they can be!   

Anniversary Sunday Celebration—

Sunday, October 16th at 2 p.m.  
All couples celebrating their 25th, 50th, 
60th and any other special wedding  
anniversary this year are invited.  
Archbishop Blair will be the main  
celebrant. Mass will include a renewal of 
marriage vows, followed by a simple  
reception and an opportunity for a photo with the Archbishop. 
Family members and friends are encouraged to attend. Please 
call the parish office, 658-1642, to respond to this invitation. 

Dinner to Benefit Christian Refugees in Middle East, 
Come and Support this Important Cause At  

St. Thomas Seminary , 467 Bloomfield Ave.,  

Bloomfield, CT, Tuesday, July 26th at 6PM 

 
Keynote speaker Gabriel Said Reynolds, PhD. Professor of  

Islamic Studies and Theology at The University of Notre Dame, 
will discuss Militants, Extremism, and the Christian Genocide in 
the Middle East. He has appeared on major television networks 

and The New York Times, and written extensively on the Quran. 
“The Qur’an in Conversation with the Bible” is his latest book. 

Dinner will be authentic Middle Eastern cuisine. Tickets are $50. 
All proceeds go to the Knights of Columbus Christian Refugee 
Relief Fund. Archbishop Leonard Blair will be in attendance. 

Please contact Lazarus Donabedian at 860-966-7226 or 
Laz@sipusa.com. Donations are welcome. 

St. Elizabeth House—next  
service date is, Sunday, July 
31st.  Food needs to be ready to 
serve (casseroles hot, salad  
pre-cut) and at the church by  
3:45 p.m. Please sign up in the 
atrium. Any questions, please contact Leila 
Bruno at (860) 392-8585. Thank you! 

mailto:musicoffice@cathedralofsaintjoseph.com
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End of Bulletin 
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