
A Parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Hartford 

The St. Catherine Parish Legacy Fund is committed to  
ensuring the long-term stability of our parish and its  
ministries.  Please consider a gift in lieu of flowers upon a 
love one's passing as a way to ensure our community will 
thrive well into the future.   

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time                           2 August 2015 

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday  
9:00 a.m. through 2:00 p.m.  

Pastor  
The Reverend Michael Whyte  
860 658 1642  
 

PARISH STAFF 
Administrative Assistant-Parish Office  
Mrs. Lisa Cerchia  
860 658 1642 or stcathy@comcast.net  
 

Director of Religious Education  
Mrs. Kathi Bonner  
860 658 4737 or kathidre@aol.com  
 

Director of Youth Ministry  
Mrs. Judy Pluta  
860 408 9888 or judyplutaym@gmail.com  
 

Coordinator, Young Adult Group 
Mrs. Sandi Smith 
860-392-9789 or sandismithyya@gmail.com 
 

Music Director  
Mrs. Susan Zybert  
860 216 6519 or susanzybert@comcast.net  
 

Facilities Manager  
Mr. Michael Grappone  
860 658 1642  
 

Parish Council President  
Mr. Tom Tanski, 860 658 4430 
 

Finance Council Chairman  
Mr. Scott Muryasz  
860 693 4164,  
Parish Legacy Fund Chairman  
Mr. Peter Pabich, 860 408 1254  
 

Parish Lay Trustees  
Mrs. Melissa Horbal, (860)651-7844 
Mr. Joseph Capozzoli, (860)352-2390 

Thanks for worshiping with us. 

If you would like to join our parish 

family, fill out a yellow membership form found 

in the vestibule or atrium and mail it to us, drop 

it in the collection basket or 

call us at 658 1642. 

Mass/Liturgy Schedule:  
Saturday Vigil at 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Masses at 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  
(Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day Weekend,  
NO 5:00 p.m. Sunday Mass)  
Daily Mass at 8:30 a.m., Monday through Wednesday,  
and Friday. (Yearly)  
  
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday from 4:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m.  
 Monday from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. 
 
Baptisms and Baptismal Preparation:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642  
  
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642 at least  
6 months in advance  
  
Choir Practices:  
Adult—Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.  
Youth—Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.  
Contemporary Music Group—Thursdays at 7:00 p.m.  
  

Bulletin Deadline: Monday at 10:00 a.m.  
Website News: email to: 
   StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net  
  
265 Stratton Brook Road, Box 184,  
West Simsbury, Connecticut 06092  
Tel: 860 658 1642 /Fax: 888 297 3134  
Email: stcathy@comcast.net  
Website: www.stcatherine.info  

WELCOME! 
We welcome all visitors who are celebrating with us today. As is 

our custom at St. Catherine of Siena, please remain in your pew 

for the singing of the first and last verses of the recessional 

hymn. 

mailto:StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net


Religious Education News   

 The deadline of June 30th has passed,  
however, we will still accept late re-registrations 
through the summer. A Late fee of $50.00 will  
apply to cover additional charges to the parish for 
books, supplies and additional rental space now 
needed after the original orders. Re-registration 
can be done online or through email. NEW  
Registration (any child new to our RE Program,  
K-10 including siblings of current students) must 
be done in person using the blue forms found in the  
atrium and vestibule. New students cannot be  
accepted online. For more information, contact  
Kathi Bonner, DRE @ Kathidre@aol.com or 
658.4737. 

 
 
 

 

 Saturday, August 1st @ 5:00 pm Mass for Kathleen 

 M. Allen, requested by Don & Michele Allen; 

 Sunday, August 2nd @ 8:00 am Mass for Kathleen 

 M. Allen, requested by Don & Michele Allen;   

 Sunday, August 2nd @ 11:00 am Mass for John 

 Lavery, first anniversary, requested by his family; 

 Monday, August 3rd @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  

 Joe Spada; requested by the Daly Family; 

 Tuesday, August 4th @ 8:30 am Mass for  

 Joseph Dembowski, requested by his family; 

 Wednesday, August 5th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for Keiko 

 Osborne, requested by International Women’s 

 Circle of Greater Hartford; 

 Friday, August 7th @ 8:30 am Mass for Margaret D. 

 Libera, birthday remembrance, requested by  

 David & Maryellen Bailey; 

 Saturday, August 8th @ 5:00 pm Mass for Lucille 

 Duford, 1st anniversary, requested by her family; 

 Sunday, August 9th @ 8:00 am Mass for Marion C.  

 Kendall, requested by Cal Anderson;  and, 

 Sunday, August 9th @ 11:00 am Mass for Theresa 

 Cerchia, 24th anniversary, requested by  

 her family. 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 

Offertory Collection 
Weekly Collection:                $8,863.31 
    Loose Cash/Checks            $  942.31 
    Envelopes                            $7,921.00 
Cathedraticum*                     -$  487.49 
School Tax*                            -$  487.49 
*Parish taxes (5.5%) paid to the Archdiocese for  
services to the parish. 
 

Montfort Mission…………...$4,318.00 
Repair & Refurbishment…..$  435.00(additional) 
 

Next weekend’s second collection  
is for Repair & Refurbishment. 

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 

REGISTRATION is now underway for Jr. and 

Sr. High 2015-2016. Registration forms can be 

found in the atrium, vestibule and on our  

parish website.  

Young Adult Office  
The Youth and Young Adult Office is open every  
Tuesday and Wednesday from 2pm-7pm. I would 
love it if you would stop by to introduce yourself, 
to share your suggestions for the new Young Adult 
Group or just to chat!    
    Thanks, Sandi Smith 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES NEEDED!!! 
SCHOOL SUPPLIES are needed to help 

children of Hartford. Please donate the 

following items for Family Life Ministry to 

distribute to the children: backpacks,  

calculators, notebooks, pens, pencils,  

rulers, 3 ring binders, loose leaf paper, 

markers, crayons, erasers, and glue. All 

items can be placed in the boxes in the 

Atrium or the Vestibule.  

Help children  

be all that they can be! 

We’ve had a request for a ride to 
the 5 p.m. Saturday Mass from 
someone who lives near Necker’s 
Toy Store. If you’d like to help, 
please contact the office, 658-1642. 

mailto:Kathidre@aol.com


   FROM FATHER MICHAEL...  

 

 
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 What’s our role in the Effects of God’s Mercy? That’s the 
theme of today’s readings. And that’s the question we need to 
deal with as individual followers of Christ as well as a parish or 
institutional church. 
 The readings are all about “those people” –whom 
faithful Sunday Mass attendees might think of as unchurched—
even unworthy—especially at Christmas and Easter time. Here is 
the irony: throughout the whole liturgical year, especially in the  
summer season, some Catholics including “me, myself and I” 
might wonder where have they all gone? As a priest it can be a wee 
bit uncomfortable when I run into folks at Stop and Shop,  
Dunkin Donuts, the movies or any other place. If they haven’t 
been to church in a long time there is a very odd interaction that’s 
about to happen: sometimes they avoid me like the plague, other 
times there is a string of excuses as to why they are so busy with 
soccer or girl scouts or hockey practice—whatever the event du 
jour might be that week—and  sadly it is uncomfortable for 
them—and for me.  
 Some people like to refer to these people as the  
occasional Mass attendee as a CAPE Catholic (Christmas, Ash 
Wednesday, Palm Sunday and Easter). However, these are the 
very people that we regular Sunday Mass-goers ask about all the 
time when we say “where have they all gone?” That concern for them 
in June, July, August—and beyond—also needs to be present at 
Easter and Christmas when they are sitting there in “my” pew—
the nerve of them!? 
 In today’s reading (Exodus) it is the context of the  
situations that should strike us. In the first reading God fed the 
“unfaithful” with manna and quail—in spite of their lack of trust 
in Him, not asking for the weekly envelope statistics or their card 
stamped with an attendance record. He granted them His mercy. 
In the Gospel today, Jesus does not withhold His teachings for 
only the benefit of the faithful, but is open to instructing all with 
His Truth, His Love, and His Mercy. Much like the Church 
 today, we do not seek a baptismal certificate for entrance at 
night into a homeless shelter, we do not ask for a member ID 
number to receive a hot meal in the dead of winter, or a new coat 
for protection from the elements. It is mercy that is our prime 
motivator. However, Jesus does say that the lack of faith does 
have an impact on the person’s ability to accept the Mercy of God 
and thus its effects. As our Holy Father, Pope Francis, has  
declared a Year of Mercy beginning this fall, we are called to be 
 providers of the Mercy of God and let it fall where it will; God 
will be in charge of the harvest. Kathi Bonner, our religious  
education director, repeatedly reminds her catechists in religious 
education that our job is to plant the seeds, God will do the rest. If we 
allow the discouragement of a bad day or the lack of interest of 
one person to derail us, what good will come of that? But if we 
trust in the Lord, then we can be like the farmer who sows the 
seeds—even generously on rocky land that he knows will not 
produce any fruit—if we do the work, He will reap the harvest. 
 Back to the “pew” violator at Christmas, perhaps rather 
than a stern look to greet them let us all offer them a welcoming 
smile and a “great to see you, Merry Christmas!” as that might be 
just the “mercy-filled expression of peace” that the fear-filled or 
“unworthy” person needs in order to become comfortable with 
getting closer to Christ. And isn’t that our true Christian goal?  

A Long Overdue Thanks 
 I want to express my thanks to all those who care for 
the grounds here at St. Catherine of Siena Parish. There are a 
group of dedicated ladies, led by Barbara Hopkins, who have 
planted and watered and weeded the beautiful flower beds and 
pots at the church and the rectory. This helps to keep our little 
plot of land looking beautiful and heavenly. I thank them all for 
their time and talents! 
 

Looking for Some Volunteer Work? 
 Twice a month, the first and third Mondays of the each 
month, I celebrate Mass for the residents of McLean facilities at 
the Carling Chapel and we are in need of some helpful folks to 
transport—by way of wheelchair—some of the residents from 
their rooms to the chapel. If you are interested in helping, this 
happens from about 10:15 am until noon (the Mass is at  
11 am) please call the parish office (658 1642) so that we can  
forward your name on to Kathy Cookson at McLean. Thank you!  
 Saint Francis Hospital’s Chaplaincy Office is always 
looking for Eucharistic Ministers to help in distributing Holy 
Communion at the hospital. Training is provided. Work as 
much or as little as you can. St. Catherine of Siena is currently 
the largest parish provider of Eucharistic Ministers at our  
regional Catholic hospital. Your support in this endeavor would 
be most helpful and will only take a few hours. It is a wonderful 
way to serve the Lord and to help in the healing process of those 
who are recuperating in the hospital. The grace of God provided 
in the Sacrament of the Eucharist is a healing remedy. If you are 
interested in helping in this vital ministry, please call Lisa  
Cerchia in the parish office at 658 1642. I thank you for your  
consideration of this important ministry.   

 

Reminder on the Stations of the Cross 
 If you would like to memorialize a loved one’s memory 
with our new Stations, please contact the parish office at  
658-1642 or speak with me directly after the Masses.  
 The Stations are being individually produced at a cost 
of $3000 each, which includes the design, manufacturing (of  
marble) and the carving of the wooden icon for each depiction of 
the 14 Stations. If you can make a donation for the entire cost, 
wonderful, if not and you would still like to have a loved one’s 
name memorialized in this project, please do so by making your 
donation and letting me know the person’s name.  
 It is my intention that anyone who wishes to be  
included in this project not be excluded simply due to the cost 
of the craftsmanship. Thank you. I would hope to have this  
project settled by the fall.  

You’re invited! The Archdiocesan Biblical School is 
hosting an Information Fair on Monday, August 24th, 
6:30 pm at St. Timothy Parish, West Hartford. 

 Contact BJ Daly Horell or Jill Costa in the Office of 

Religious Education and Evangelization (860-242-5573) 

or catholic.biblical.school@aohct.org) to let us know you will 

attend. 

 You can also call to set up an enrollment interview 

between now and August 15. Deadline to enroll is August 15, 

but we are extending the deadline for these final events!  

Scholarship applications, though, MUST be in by 8/15/15. 

mailto:catholic.biblical.school@aohct.org


 

 

Upcoming Meetings/Events 

-AUGUST 

-Mon, 3rd—Mass at McLean Home, 11 a.m. 

-Mon, 3rd—Confession, Church, 6 p.m. 

-Mon, 3rd—Rosary, Church, 7 p.m. 

-Mon, 10th—NO Confession, Church, 6 p.m. 

-Sat, 15th—Pantry Partners, Vestibule, 9 a.m. 

-Mon, 17th—Mass at McLean Home, 11 a.m. 

-Mon, 17th—Confession, Church, 6 p.m. 

-Sat, 22nd—Picnic in the Park, 10 a.m. 

-Sun, 23rd—YM Leadership Team, Library, 10 a.m. 

-Sun, 23rd—St. Elizabeth House, 3:45 p.m. 

-Mon, 24th—Confession, Church, 6 p.m. 

-Mon, 24th—REBUILT Sub Committee, Library, 7 p.m. 

-Tues, 25th—REBUILT Sub Committee, Library, 7 p.m. 

-Mon, 31st—Confession, Church, 6 p.m. 

SEPTEMBER 

-Tues, 1st—PC Exec, Library, 7 p.m. 

        -Mon, 7th—Office Closed—Labor Day 

        -Mon, 7th—Mass at McLean, 11 a.m. 

        -Mon, 7th—NO Confession 

Social Outreach 
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but everyone should do something! 

Pantry Partners—August 15th is the next  

distribution date for Pantry Partners. Orders must be 

received by August 8. You can find forms and envelopes 

in both the Atrium and the vestibule. We currently serve 

30 families in Simsbury and your financial support is 

greatly appreciated.  

Anniversary Sunday Celebration— A special Mass will 

take place at St. Joseph’s Cathedral on Sunday, October 25, 

2015 at 2 p.m. All couples celebrating their 25th, 50th, 60th 

and any other special wedding anniversaries this year are 

invited. Archbishop Blair will be the main celebrant. Mass will 

include the renewal of marriage vows, followed by a simple 

reception and an opportunity for a 

photo with Archbishop Blair.  

Family members and friends are 

encouraged to attend. Please call 

the parish office, 658-1642, to  

respond to this invitation 

WOMEN’S CLUB MINISTRY  
COOKBOOK PROJECT:  

Saint Catherine of Siena  
“Heavenly Hosts” 

 

Your Women's Club Ministry is  
sponsoring an exciting new cookbook project 

to be readied for Christmas giving, 2015.  
 Titled "Saint Catherine of Siena  
Heavenly Hosts”, it will contain a collection of 
your family favorite recipes, contributed by 
YOU, our very own cooks and bakers. We ask 
all our parishioners to please contribute your 
tried and true food traditions, preferably in 
digital form.  This will be our first fundraising 
effort of the Fall 2015 season, benefiting the 
"Hands of Christ" service award and other 
Women's Club activities. 
 Recipe Submission: As soon as possible, 
in digital form (i.e. Word document (preferred),  
e-mail, or PDF’s; if you plan to scan recipes, 
please select PDF format). Hard copies will be 
accepted but we hope to minimize them for 
ease of publication. 
 To the Editor: Rosemary Clarke, 
rchad.clarke@gmail.com, or: 21 Watson Drive, 
West Simsbury, 06092, 860-651-5507.  
Deadline: September 15, 2015 but sooner  
rather than later is best! 
 Multiple submissions permitted but 
please prioritize (#1, #2, #3, etc.) for  
publication.  Please only kitchen-tested recipes. 
 Thank you in advance. We look forward 
to your support. Bon Appetit! 
———————————————————— 

Women’s Club Membership for the 2015-

2016 year has begun! Pink Membership 
Forms can be found in the atrium. Please fill 
one out and send your information to  
Rosemary Clarke.  

FEED THE HUNGRY—The next Youth Group visit to 

Saint Elizabeth House in Hartford will be Saturday,  

August 22nd. You must reserve your spot as there is a  

limited amount of space in the serving kitchen. Please 

contact Lisa Sheary @ 860-658-2899 or  

lisa.sheary@cbmoves.com to reserve a spot. 

St. Elizabeth House—Thank you to all volunteers who 

serve St. Elizabeth House through your cooking, baking, 
food donations and service. The residents really  
appreciate and enjoy the meals! Our next service date is 
Sunday, August 23rd. Food needs to 
be ready to serve and at the church by 
3:45 PM on Sunday, Aug. 23rd. Please 
sign up in the atrium. Any questions, 
please contact Leila Bruno at  
(860) 392-8585. Thank you! 

mailto:rchad.clarke@gmail.com
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End of Bulletin 

Information on this page is not printed 

Church:  St. Catherine of Siena 

 

City:   West Simsbury, Connecticut 

 

Account #  04-0523 

 

Run #   

 

Routing Code:  O 

 

Phone:  860.658.1642 

 

Fax:   888.297.3134  

 

Contact:  Lisa Cerchia 

 


