
A Parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Hartford 

The St. Catherine Parish Legacy Fund is committed to  
ensuring the long-term stability of our parish and its  
ministries.  Please consider a gift in lieu of flowers upon a 
love one's passing as a way to ensure our community will 
thrive well into the future.   

Pentecost                                                  24 May 2015 

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday  
9:00 a.m. through 2:00 p.m.  

Pastor  
The Reverend Michael Whyte  
860 658 1642  
 

PARISH STAFF 
Administrative Assistant-Parish Office  
Mrs. Lisa Cerchia  
860 658 1642 or stcathy@comcast.net  
 

Director of Religious Education  
Mrs. Kathi Bonner  
860 658 4737 or kathidre@aol.com  
 

Director of Youth Ministry  
Mrs. Judy Pluta  
860 408 9888 or judyplutaym@gmail.com  
 

Coordinator, Young Adult Group 
Mrs. Sandi Smith 
860-392-9789 or sandismithyya@gmail.com 
 

Music Director  
Mrs. Susan Zybert  
860 216 6519 or susanzybert@comcast.net  
 

Facilities Manager  
Mr. Michael Grappone  
860 658 1642  
 

Parish Council President  
Mr. Tom Tanski, 860 658 4430 
 

Finance Council Chairman  
Mr. Scott Muryasz  
860 693 4164,  
Parish Legacy Fund Chairman  
Mr. Peter Pabich, 860 408 1254  
 

Parish Lay Trustees  
Mrs. Melissa Horbal, (860)651-7844 
Mr. Joseph Capozzoli, (860)352-2390 

Thanks for worshiping with us. 

If you would like to join our parish 

family, fill out a yellow membership form found 

in the vestibule or atrium and mail it to us, drop 

it in the collection basket or 

call us at 658 1642. 

Mass/Liturgy Schedule:  
Saturday Vigil at 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Masses at 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  
(Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day Weekend,  
NO 5:00 p.m. Sunday Mass)  
Daily Mass at 8:30 a.m., Monday through Wednesday,  
and Friday. (Yearly)  
  
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday from 4:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m.  
 Monday from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. 
 
Baptisms and Baptismal Preparation:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642  
  
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642 at least  
6 months in advance  
  
Choir Practices:  
Adult—Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.  
Youth—Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.  
Contemporary Music Group—Thursdays at 7:00 p.m.  
  

Bulletin Deadline: Monday at 10:00 a.m.  
Website News: email to: 
   StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net  
  
265 Stratton Brook Road, Box 184,  
West Simsbury, Connecticut 06092  
Tel: 860 658 1642 /Fax: 888 297 3134  
Email: stcathy@comcast.net  
Website: www.stcatherine.info  

WELCOME! 
We welcome all visitors who are celebrating with us today. As is 

our custom at St. Catherine of Siena, please remain in your pew 

for the singing of the first and last verses of the recessional 

hymn. 

mailto:StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net


Religious Education News   

 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION REGISTRATION 

began on May 18th. RE-REGISTRATION can be done 
online or through email. NEW REGISTRATION (any 
child new to our RE Program, K-10 including  
siblings of current students) must be done in person 

using the blue forms found in the atrium and vestibule. 

New students cannot be accepted online. Watch for 
a Constant Contact email with directions as to how to 

register and pay online. For more information, contact 
Kathi Bonner, DRE @ Kathidre@aol.com or 658.4737. 

 Religious Education has openings for 
teachers in Grade 7. Come experience the joy of 

forming our parish children in our Catholic faith!   

 
 
 
 

 Saturday, May 23rd @ 5:00 pm Mass for Maurice 

 Duford, requested by the Duford Family; 

 Sunday, May 24th @ 8:00 am Mass for Kathie  

 Sandberg; 

 Sunday, May 24th @ 11:00 am Mass for Robin 

 Rooney Scott, requested by her family; 

 Monday, May 25th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for Jorze Pazos 

 & Makia Holder, requested by Teresa Reusche;  

 Tuesday, May 26th @ 8:30 am Mass for Richard 

 Crane; 

 Wednesday, May 27th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for Rita 

 Jeanne Meredith, requested by Barbara & Dick 

 Hopkins; 

 Friday, May 29th @ 8:30 am Mass for Anita Clancy,  

 requested by the O’Bryan Family; 

 Saturday, May 30th @ 5:00 pm Mass for Linda  

 Cowen, 1st anniversary, requested by her family; 

 Sunday, May 31st @ 8:00 am Mass for Jule Gagnon,  

 requested by her family; and; 

 Sunday, May 31st @ 11:00 am Mass for Robert & 

 Mary Keefe, requested by their children &  

 grandchildren. 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 

Offertory Collection 
Weekly Collection:                $11,832.57 
    Loose Cash/Checks            $  1,025.00 
    Envelopes                            $10,382.00 
Cathedraticum*                     -$     650.80 
School Tax*                            -$     650.80 
*Parish taxes (5.5%) paid to the Archdiocese  
for services to the parish. 
 

Repair & Refurbishment          $987.00(additional) 
Catholic Communications  ..$2,338.00 

Free rosary repair service is available now at  
St. Catherine. Place your rosary in the  
envelope in the repair box on the table in 
the gathering space and mark, this is for 
repair or this is a donation. Repaired  
rosaries will be returned within the week. 
Old and broken rosaries are accepted as 
well and will be repaired and sent on to 
the missions. For questions, call 860-658-

6330 or email HoldenBnD@comcast.net. 

YOUTH MINISTRY HAPPENINGS 

Senior High  
Sunday, May 31st, 6:00 pm—COLLEGE: What's the real 

deal? ALL JUNIORS AND SENIORS in high school and 

Youth Ministry alumni are invited to join us this evening as we 

explore this topic together. Alumni will share, "What do I wish 

someone had told me before I went to college or selected a 

college?" This evening is open to teens and young adults. Bring 

all your friends. Light refreshments will be served.  

 

JUNIOR AND SENIOR HIGH YOUTH MINISTRY 

REGISTRATION FORMS for the 2015- 2016 Youth  

Ministry Year are now available in the atrium and vestibule 

and in the on line bulletin. Please register before you begin your 

summer plans! Thank you. 

YOUR VOICE COUNTS:  Don’t forget to complete the 

Pastoral Planning Survey! It will remain open through May 31st:  

www.research.net/s/pastoralplanning    

 Please take the time to express your voice by answering 

questions about pastoral planning that will take about 20 minutes 

to complete. Your input is essential to the open and inclusive  

process on which we are embarking together. Your participation 

will help shape the future direction of our Archdiocese and help 

to express our mission in new ways that meet the needs,  

challenges, and changing opportunities of our times.  

 Our Holy Father Pope Francis describes the intent of 

this process best: “I dream of a missionary option, that is a  

missionary impulse capable of transforming everything, so that 

the Church’s customs, ways of doing things, times and  

schedules, languages and structures can be suitably channeled 

for the evangelization of today’s world rather than for her  

self-preservation.” 

 As we try to discern God’s will for the Archdiocese of 

Hartford, please add your voice by completing the Pastoral  

Planning Survey. It is available in English, Spanish and Polish to 

anyone 18 years or older. For those who do not have on-line  

access, paper copies are offered at parishes and need to be  

returned to your parish office by the 25th. 

 Thank you in advance for your time, participation, and 

for expressing your unique VOICE.  

Reminder:  
Our summertime Mass Schedule is now  

Saturday Vigil at 5 p.m., 
 Sunday Masses and 8 a.m. and 11 a.m.. 
 Our Sunday evening Mass returns on  

September 13th.  

mailto:Kathidre@aol.com
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   FROM FATHER MICHAEL...  

 

Two In One Celebrations!  
 We have a double celebration this weekend as it is  
Memorial Day and Pentecost Sunday. So we celebrate all those 
who have died in service to our great nation. This federal holiday 
first started after the American Civil War and was originally 
known as Decoration Day and meant to honor both the  
Confederate and Union soldiers who died in that War, but by the 
20th Century it became known as Memorial Day and was meant 
to celebrate all who died in service to the nation. Today it has 
even been expanded as the “official beginning” of the summer 
season and is always celebrated on the last Monday of May. And 
it is appropriate that these two celebrations fall on the same day 
this year as when we think of our service men and women we 
must believe that their courage and their struggles are provided 
for by the power of God’s Holy Spirit guiding and protecting 
them. May they also be open to His promptings, His love and His 
protection. 
 Our Church celebrates this weekend this year as  
Pentecost Sunday, the coming of the Holy Spirit upon the 
Church and her people. After Easter Sunday, Christmas, is the 
second-greatest feast in the Christian liturgical calendar, but 
Pentecost Sunday is not far behind. Coming 50 days after Easter 
and ten days after the Ascension of Our Lord,  
Pentecost marks the descent of the Holy Spirit on the apostles. 
For that reason, it is often called the "the birthday of the Church." 

Pentecost Sunday is connected to the ancient Jewish 
festival called the "feast of weeks" or Pentecost (Exodus 34:22; 
Deuteronomy 16:10;). Whitsunday is so called from the white  
garments which were worn by those who were baptized during 
the Vigil; Pentecost ("Pfingsten" in German), is the Greek for "the 
fiftieth" (day after Easter).  

Pentecost Masses have a Sequence, “Veni Sancte  
Spiritus” the authorship of which by some is ascribed to King 
Robert of France. The color of the vestments is red, symbolic of 
the love of the Holy Spirit or of the tongues of fire. Formerly (in 
Europe) the law courts did not sit during the entire week, and 
servile work was forbidden. A Council of Constance (1094)  
limited this prohibition to the first three days of the week. The 
Sabbath rest of Tuesday was abolished in 1771, and in many  
missionary territories also that of Monday; the latter was  
abrogated for the entire Church by Pius X in 1911.  

In Italy it was customary to scatter rose leaves from the 
ceiling of the churches to recall the miracle of the fiery tongues; 
hence in Sicily and elsewhere in Italy Whitsunday is called Pascha 
rosatum. The Italian name Pascha rossa comes from the red colors of 
the vestments used on Whitsunday. In France it was customary 
to blow trumpets during Divine service, to recall the sound of the 
mighty wind which accompanied the Descent of the Holy Spirit. 
In England the gentry amused themselves with horse races. The 
Whitsun Ales or merrymakings are almost wholly obsolete in 
England. At these ales the Whitsun plays were performed. At 
Vespers of Pentecost in the Oriental Churches the extraordinary 
service of genuflection, accompanied by long poetical prayers and 
psalms, takes place. On Pentecost the Russians carry flowers and 
green branches in their hands. These are but a sampling of the 
universal celebrations in our Church. In the United States,  
especially in African American Catholic communities, the color 
red is worn by the parishioners, which is appropriate in every 
parish on this Sunday. 

 Today in we count this feast in our Church as the 
“birthday of the Church” when the Holy Spirit descended upon 
her and comes to protect us, guide us and create unity among 
the many members of the universal Church worldwide. How can 
we celebrate this in our own lives today? We can recognize that 
consubstantial nature of the Trinity: God the Father (Creator), 
God the Son (Redeemer), and God the Holy Spirit (the Guide & 
Protector) are one, singular nature and essence. That this  
creative, loving and guiding God comes upon our Church and 
her people, the Body of Christ, to make known all that God has 
revealed to us in Christ, that is the unfolding and learning of 
God in every generation and place; as Creator, Savior 
(Redeemer) and Guide. Our Confirmation students should recall 
Bishop Macaluso homily as he asked them to listen to the Holy 
Spirit speak to them and allow the Holy Spirit to guide you in 
your life as you make moral and ethical decisions about whom to 
marry, how to live, and how to practice one’s belief in God. As 
we heard last weekend in the homily, God will never speak to us 
in a language of hatred or abuse or neglect, but only in a  
language of Love, that lifts us up, enlightens us, and calls us to be 
the very best we can be. Let us recall the quote of our patron 
saint, Catherine of Siena, who said, “Be who God meant you to 
be, and you will set the world on fire.”  

————————————————— 
 
NEW PARISH DIRECTORY INITIATIVE 
 It is not too late to sign up for your family portrait  
appointment.  Go on line to our Parish Web Site at:  
http://stcatherine.info. Click on the link to the Portrait  
Appointment site. In addition, volunteers will be in the Church 
Atrium before and after the weekend Masses to assist  
parishioners with their appointments. 
 

Remaining Photography Appointment Dates 
Monday - Tuesday, June 8 & 9, 2015 

NEW DATES ADDED 
Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Friday, June 19, 2015 
 

 Parishioners who have indicated an intention to submit 
their own pictures for inclusion in the Parish Directory should 
submit them to Jim Peters prior to June 15, 2015. 
 The Parish Directory will include a section in which the 
family portrait of your choosing will appear. In addition, there 
will be an All Parish Family Listing which will include names 
and contact information for each family.  The new Parish  
Directory will be a wonderful resource for our Parish.  It will 
allow you to put names together with faces as you participate in 
Parish activities. It will also facilitate your ability to get in touch 
with other parishioners as the need may arise. 
 While we encourage all families to join in this effort, 
participation in the Parish Directory is entirely voluntary.  
Should you not wish your family’s information to appear in the 
All Family Directory Listing, you may opt out by contacting the 
Parish Office and indicating your wishes. 
 If you have questions about the Parish Directory  
Initiative or problems with your appointments, contact Jim  
Peters (860) 651-3143 or email at jpetersjjr@gmail.com. 

http://stcatherine.info


 

 

Upcoming Meetings/Events 

MAY 

-Sun, 17th—Children’s Liturgy of the Word, RH, 11 a.m. 

-Sun, 17th—Senior High Youth Group Dinner, RH, 6 pm 

-Mon, 18th—Confession, Church, 6 p.m. 

-Mon, 18th—Prayer Shawl, RH, 7 p.m. 

-Tues, 19th—Men’s Club, RH, 7 p.m. 

-Tues, 19th—Social Justice, Library, 7 p.m. 

-Tues, 19th—Adult Choir, MR, 7:30 p.m. 

-Wed, 20th—Awakening Faith, MR, 7 p.m. 

-Wed, 20th—Defenders of Faith, Library, 7 p.m. 

-Fri, 22nd—MMPT, MR, 10 a.m. 

-Mon, 25th—Memorial Day, Office Closed 

-Tues, 26th—Adult Choir, MR, 7:30 p.m. 

-Wed, 27th—Women’s Club Banquet, Maple Tree, 6 p.m. 

-Thurs, 28th—Girl Scouts, RH, 7 p.m. 

-Fri, 29th—Health & Healing, Library, 10 a.m. 

          -Fri, 29th—MMPT, MR, 10 a.m. 

          -Fri, 29th—Men’s Club Golf Outing, Simsbury Farms 

          -Sun, 31st—Children’s Liturgy of the Word, RH, 11 a.m. 

          -Sun, 31st—Youth Ministry Event, RH, 6 p.m. 

Social Outreach 
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but everyone should do something! 

Pantry Partners—We will have our June  

distribution on June 20 in the Vestibule.  

Orders are due by June 13. Donations are  

welcome at any time. Please use the envelopes 

provided in both the Atrium and the Vestibule. 

Parish Socializing... 

CALLING ALL HIGH SCHOOL JUNIORS 

AND SENIORS, HIGH SCHOOL GRAD'S AND  

COLLEGE STUDENTS AGES 18-25. Join us in 

Russell Hall, Sunday, May 31 at 6:00 pm for a  

conversation with young adults who have already  

experienced work, a gap year or college. Lets find out the 

REAL DEAL. What do you wish someone had told you 

BEFORE you graduated and began your next venture? 

PLEASE JOIN US AND SHARE YOUR WISDOM: 

What three things would you want to tell a teen graduating 

high school this year before they head to college, work or 

a gap year? An RSVP is helpful but not necessary to  

JudyPlutaYM@gmail.com. Plans for the new Young 

Adult Ministry will be discussed this evening!! Your 

input is welcome and desired. Bring a friend or two. 

Fellas the Golf Outing is on—May 29th, 

Shotgun start, Simsbury Farms, box lunch 
and dinner all for $135 per player. This will 
benefit Pantry Partners and the Men's Club  
allowing us to build a treasury to do more  
Ministry-type work. We need your help. The 
three keys to our success are:  
1. Golf brochures are in and will be at Mass this 
weekend. Can you play? Will you find other play-
ers? Will you or your business be a sponsor or 
find a sponsor.  
2. Can you donate a prize or two? Is there  
someone you can ask to donate a prize or two? 
3. If you can't play can you help that day? Can 
you ask someone to help with you that day? 
There is definitely a place for you to participate in 
this event and remember if you can't play then 
pray!! 

The DesTiny AfricA chilDren’s 

choir is coming to St. Catherine, 

June 10th at 7pm.  
 Don’t miss this dynamic and uplifting  

performance filled with hopes and dreams brought to 

you by amazing young Christian performers from 

Uganda who love to share their passion of lively  

singing, creative African dance and drums! Coming 

from the toughest of situations, children’s lives are 

being restored and transformed at the Kampala  

Children’s Centre, the home of Destiny Africa. The 

performance will include singing, dancing and stories 

of transformed lives and an opportunity to donate. A 

selection of African crafts and other merchandise will 

be available. All money raised will go to further the 

work of Kampala children’s Centre in order to rescue 

and save more precious children. 

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY 
 The Knights of Columbus Council 2758 is 

offering three post-secondary education scholarships 

worth $1,500.00. The scholarships are focused  

toward students and families who have  

demonstrated active commitment to the Church. 

Packets are available to be picked up at the St.  

Catherine office. Any questions please call Tom 

Valenti, Grand Knight, 860-651-4087. 

mailto:JudyPlutaYM@gmail.com
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