
A Parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Hartford 

The St. Catherine Parish Legacy Fund is committed to  
ensuring the long-term stability of our parish and its  
ministries.  Please consider a gift in lieu of flowers upon a 
love one's passing as a way to ensure our community will 
thrive well into the future.   

Third Sunday of Lent            8 March 2015 

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday  
9:00 a.m. through 2:00 p.m.  

Pastor  
The Reverend Michael Whyte  
860 658 1642  
 

PARISH STAFF 
Administrative Assistant-Parish Office  
Mrs. Lisa Cerchia  
860 658 1642 or stcathy@comcast.net  
 
Director of Religious Education  
Mrs. Kathi Bonner  
860 658 4737 or kathidre@aol.com  
 
Director of Youth Ministry  
Mrs. Judy Pluta  
860 408 9888 or judyplutaym@gmail.com  
 
Music Director  
Mrs. Susan Zybert  
860 216 6519 or susanzybert@comcast.net  
 
Facilities Manager  
Mr. Michael Grappone  
860 658 1642  
 
Parish Council President  
Mr. Tom Tanski 
860 658 4430 
 
Finance Council Chairman  
Mr. Scott Muryasz  
860 693 4164  
 
Parish Legacy Fund Chairman  
Mr. Peter Pabich  
860 408 1254  
 
Parish Lay Trustees  
Mrs. Melissa Horbal, (860)651-7844 
Mr. Joseph Capozzoli, (860)352-2390 

Thanks for worshiping with us. 

If you would like to join our parish 

family, fill out a yellow membership form found 

in the vestibule or atrium and mail it to us, drop 

it in the collection basket or 

call us at 658 1642. 

Mass/Liturgy Schedule:  
Saturday Vigil at 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Masses at 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  
(Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day Weekend,  
NO 5:00 p.m. Sunday Mass)  
Daily Mass at 8:30 a.m., Monday through Wednesday,  
and Friday. (Yearly)  
  
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday from 4:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m.  
 Monday from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. 
 
Baptisms and Baptismal Preparation:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642  
  
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642 at least  
6 months in advance  
  
Choir Practices:  
Adult—Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.  
Youth—Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.  
Contemporary Music Group—Thursdays at 7:00 p.m.  
  

Bulletin Deadline: Monday at 10:00 a.m.  
Website News: email to: 
   StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net  
  
265 Stratton Brook Road, Box 184,  
West Simsbury, Connecticut 06092  
Tel: 860 658 1642 /Fax: 888 297 3134  
Email: stcathy@comcast.net  
Website: www.stcatherine.info  

WELCOME! 
We welcome all visitors who are celebrating with us today. As is 

our custom at St. Catherine of Siena, please remain in your pew 

for the singing of the first and last verses of the recessional 

hymn. 

mailto:StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net


Religious Education News   

 Children Making Change—Our Religious  

Education children can change our community for the better! 

We began our Lenten "Children Making Change" program on 

Feb. 22 and it will conclude on  March 22 at HJMS. All  

children are invited to bring in their change....from pockets, 

backpacks, between the cushions, or even from allowance.  

Together our children can make a positive change for another 

child in our community. This giving program is part of our 

parish's Lenten Mercy Project.  

 NEW ALTAR SERVER TRAINING is scheduled 

for March 23, 24, 25, 4:30PM-5:30PM in the church.  

Children must be in at least 4th grade and able to attend all 

three training sessions. The sign-up sheets are in the atrium and 

vestibule of the church and will also be at Henry James  

Memorial School each Sunday.   

 Confirmation I & II meet today, Sunday, March 

8th and as well as next Sunday, March 15th! Please note these 

are back-to-back classes and attendance is limited to two  

absences. 

 A CONFIRMATION Make-Up Class is scheduled 

for Sunday, March 22nd at 7 pm. The movie "Monumental" 

will be shown by the Defenders of the Faith group. If a  

Confirmation candidate has missed more than 2 classes this 

year, attending this movie will be the make-up.  

 LIVING STATIONS OF THE CROSS will be  

Friday, March 13th at 7:30 pm. Our 8th Grade Religious  

Education students will lead us in this prayer in a unique, visual 

and moving way. All parishioners are invited to attend. Dress 

rehearsal is Thursday, March 12th and is mandatory for all 8th 

graders. 

 Grade 7 Religious Ed Class Mass is next  

Sunday, March 15th at 5 pm. All 7th Graders are expected 

to attend. Please be a the church no later than 4:30 pm to  

practice, readings, prayers and procession. Please remember to 

bring a non-perishable food item for the food pantry.   

 
 
 
 

 Saturday, March 7th @ 5:00 pm Mass for Les Brimmer & 
 Kevin Brimmer, requested by their family; 

 Sunday, March 8th @ 8:00 am Mass for Tommy Tanski, 
 birthday remembrance, requested by his family;  

 Sunday, March 8th @ 11:00 am Mass for Clara DiGrazia,  

 requested by the Jahne Family;  

 Sunday, March 8th @ 5:00 pm Mass for Jennifer Horn, 
 birthday remembrance, requested by her family; 

 Monday, March 9th @ 8:30 am Mass for Margaret Casey,  
 3rd anniversary, requested by her family;  

 Tuesday, March 10th @ 8:30 am Mass for the unborn; 

 Wednesday, March 11th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for Leonard 

 Ianzito, 14th anniversary, requested by his wife; 

 Friday, March 13th @ 8:30 am Mass for Jennifer Horn, 
 birthday remembrance, requested by the  

 Bonner Family; 

 Saturday, March 14th @ 5:00 pm Mass for Margaret Libera, 

1st anniversary, requested by David & Maryellen Bailey; 

 Sunday, March 15th @ 8:00 am Mass for Stanley Guida, 
 requested by the Chaves Family;  

 Sunday, March 15th @ 11:00 am Mass for Ann Davis,  
 requested by the Swenson Family; and; 

 Sunday, March 15th @ 5:00 pm Mass for our  

 Grade 7 Students. 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 

Offertory Collection 
Weekly Collection:                $10,435.05 
    Loose Cash/Checks            $  1,241.50 
    Envelopes                            $  9,193.55 
Cathedraticum*                     -$     573.93 
School Tax*                            -$     573.93 

*Parish taxes (5.5%) paid to the Archdiocese  
for services to the parish. 

This week’s second collection is for  
Repair & Refurbishment. 

YOUTH MINISTRY HAPPENINGS 

 FOR MARCH 
Thursday March 21- Sunday, March 24th MISSION TRIP 

TO BOSTON—please pray for our team. We will pray for the 

parish while we are away. 

Sunday, March 29th TWO EVENTS : 

5:30-7:00 pm—Mission trip follow-up dinner. 

7:00 p.m.—Confirmation 2 interviews. 

 

JUNIOR AND SENIOR HIGH 

Saturday, March 21st—Sean Forrest in Concert, St Paul's 

High school. Last chance to get tickets and travel as a St. 

Catherine group. If you are interested, please contact Mrs. 

Mangiafico at kbmangiafico@sbcglobal.net by the deadline of 

March 8th!! Registration flyers are in the atrium and vestibule. 

Saturday, March 28th, 8:00 am-12:00 pm—CHILDREN'S 

EASTER PARTY at St. Catherine. Jr. and Sr. High teens are 

needed to help make this event a success. Please email Mrs. 

Tanski if you can be of service for any portion of time for this 

event at Chris.tanski@comcast.net. 

St. Gerard's Center for Life Baby Bottle 
Drive began last weekend. The support 
of your parish invaluable to the mission we 
have to serve pregnant women and their  
families in the greater Hartford area! 
Please take home a bottle or donation  
envelope and return it to the parish next 
weekend, March 14-15. Please prayerfully 
consider your donation to our center, as 

we continue to educate, encourage, and support women in 
crisis pregnancies with a Christ-like approach. God bless 
you for your continued generosity!  

AWAKENING FAITH—The series has been  

postponed until Spring with the first session on  

Wednesday, April 8th running until May 20th. 

 Please contact Maryellen Pearl for more information,  

860-670-5957. 

mailto:kbmangiafico@sbcglobal.net
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   FROM FATHER MICHAEL...  

 

Congratulations Tom and Colleen Tighe, 2015 
Winners of the Archbishopõs St. Joseph Medal of 
Appreciation 
 Longtime parishioners Colleen and Tom Tighe were 
nominated by me to receive the 2015 Archdiocesan St. Joseph 
Medal of Appreciation. St. Joseph is the patron saint of the  
Archdiocese of Hartford which is why our Cathedral in Hartford 
bears his name as well as this Award.  

The annual award given by the Archbishop of Hartford 
in a ceremony at the Cathedral of Saint Joseph recognizes either 
one parishioner or a married couple for their outstanding service 
over a long period of time to their parish. This is a difficult task 
for the pastorñto select one person or one couple to receive this 
awardñespecially in a parish like ours where many folks spend 
their time, their talents and the their gifts for the betterment of 
our parish and faith life. In addition to the task of narrowing 
down to one person or couple, there are also other Archdiocesan 
requirements: a person/couple must be at least 50 years of age; if 
married they must be in a Catholic marriage; they must actively 
practice their faith and regularly attend Mass; they must be  

involved in a ministry(s) over a period of time; and, must 
demonstrate a devotion to their parish as well as their faith. 

Tom and Colleen easily meet and fulfill those  
requirements.  For Colleen, this Award is given in recognition of 
her òdedication as a lead Religious Education catechist for more 
than 15 years teaching Grade 1 providing dedication and expertise 
to improve and enliven our curriculum. Colleen is always seeking 
and developing new ways in which to pass on our Catholic faith 
in a dynamic and interesting way,ó noted Kathi Bonner, director 
of religious education. In addition to her religious education 
work, Colleen has provided leadership and direction on the arts 
and crafts for our annual Breakfast with Santa held each  
December, and has assisted with youth ministry projects as well 
as how Colleen and Tom have brought their three childrenñ
daughters Megan and Kara and son, Jackñwho have all become 
leaders in our Youth Ministry program here at Saint Catherine of 
Siena. In addition to all this, their children have worked as  
catechical assistants in our religious education program; Jack is 
also a senior acolyte.  

In addition, Tom Tighe has been an Extraordinary  
Eucharistic Minister of Holy Communion for more than seven 
years and is himself a very active member of the Menõs Club  
Ministry. Both Tom and Colleen are also active in helping our 
parish to grow its outreach to new members and to involve our 
new parishioners in a host of ways to involve our members in 
new and exciting programs and ministries, a constant goal of this 
parish.  òTom supports so much of our parish, from his  
involvement in Youth Ministry Mission trips to helping me with 
preparation for the Mass, Tom never stops to providing help with 
an open and generous heart,ó noted Fr. Michael.  

These are just a few examples of the generosity of heart 
and the involvement of Tom and Colleen Tigheõs gifts and talents 
to our parishñand a few reasons why they are perfect candidates 
for the St. Joseph Medal of Appreciation. Congratulations, Tom 
and Colleen for all that you do to make our parish such a vibrant 
and wonderful home for so many! 

 

Lenten Mercy Project Update 
 Sherry Cordani and Tina Yablonski are our two lay  
leaders of our parishõs Lenten Mercy Project which collects vital 
supplies for various outreach programs including Avonõs Gifts of  

Love and Enfieldõs Little Sisters of the Poor to name two. This past 
week Sherry and Tina delivered òa tonó of supplies to the Little 
Sisters of the Poorõs overwhelming response was overwhelming. 
pain management answered that concern. òWhen we arrived in  
Enfield, the staff asked us how many weeks our collection lasted to collect that 
much. We said one weekendñand they were incredulous! Please convey their 
thanks,ó reported Tina Yablonski. 
 This is typical of the outpouring of generosity and  
concern that comes with each weekõs collection of supplies  
provided by Saint Catherine of Sienaõs membersñand testifies to 
the Christian discipleship that lives in our parish community. We 
are blessedñand so are those whom we serve in the name of 
Christ! Thank you to all who participate in this wonderful Lenten 
Mercy Project!!! 
 

Third Sunday in Lent 
 Johnõs Gospel (2:13-25) today shows us that indeed Jesus 
was fully human. We see Jesus consumed with the human  
emotion of anger. I guess we could say that on this day in the 
Temple, Jesus had a òbad day.ó Weõve all had òbad daysó and we 
have all lost our temper. For most of us, we were taught that  
anger is a negative emotion and we should not exhibit it. But 
there are times when anger is justifiedñand should be expressed. 
This may seem to go against the tide of what we call our 
òChristian attitudeó of forgiveness, prudence and charity. 
 On this day in the Temple the circumstancesñall of 
which we do not knowñgot the best of Jesus and He became 
madñangryñand òcharged through the Temple, overturning 
tables. Why did Jesus become angry? He saw His Fatherõs house 
not being respected as a house of worship but rather as a  
gathering place for commerce. In todayõs culture this may not 
seem like such a big deal. After all, we haveñas a cultureñ
allowed the Church to become just another gathering space when 
in fact it is the House of God and He, the Almighty Creator of the 
universe is present not only in the tabernacle but also in the  
people gathered in His Name. Yet, for some, it has become  
another òsoccer fieldó to gather and chat. Letõs do a little self-
analysis: How many people genuflect before sitting in their pew? How do we 
dress for Massñare we respectful as if this celebration were something  
different and unique in our lives or do we dress as we would for cleaning the 
yard or playing a game of hoop? Do we really believe the God is present with 
us? After Mass what comprises our conversations and where do they take 
placeébefore the tabernacle or in the atrium? How would we define our  
respect in the Church? Part of the problem is our culture todayñ
there is little respect for much of anything. Part of the problem is 
the make-up of the environment, icons and statues to draw us 
closer to God (we have added some to make us feel that we are in 
a divine place and not a profane place). Letõs face it, we have  
become a very casual society and it has invaded our sacred spaces.  
 Jesus shows us two things in todayõs Gospel: first, He is 
fully human and fully divine; second, at times and when justified, 
anger is appropriate. There are times, political correctness not 
withstanding when we must stand-up for that is rightñsome 
things are still that importantñand God chief among them. 
There are times when we must feelñand sayñenough is enough! In 
this Lenten season let us remember that we have been given by 
God the gifts of His Holy Spirit and that Spirit guides us with 
prudence, charity and courage so that we can discern what and 
when justifiable anger is righteousñwhen we see something 
egregious and must stand up for what is truly appropriate and act 
accordingly. May we all discern these gifts of the Holy Spirit and 
use them in our livesñdefending what is good and holy, and liv-
ing our lives in right relationship with God and those around us.  



 

 

Upcoming Meetings/Events  
MARCH  

-Sun, 8th—Confirmation 1 & 2, all rooms, 6 p.m. 

-Mon, 9th—Parish Council, Library, 7 p.m. 

-Mon, 9th—Confession, Church, 6 p.m. 

-Tues, 10th—Children’s Choir, MR, 6:30 p.m. 

-Tues, 10th—Prayer Shawl, Library 7 p.m. 

-Tues, 10th—Finance Council, Rectory, 7 p.m. 

-Tues, 10th—-Adult Choir, MR, 7:30 p.m. 

-Wed, 11th—Bible Study, Library, 9:15 a.m. 

-Thurs, 12th—RENEW, Library, 10 a.m. 

-Thurs, 12th—Rehearsal for Living Stations, 6 p.m. 

-Thurs, 12th—Contemporary Choir, MR, 7 p.m. 

-Thurs, 12th—Girl Scouts, RH, 7 p.m. 

-Fri, 13th—Living Stations of the Cross, 7:30 p.m. 

-Sat, 14th—Bagels and the Bible, RH, 9 a.m. 

-Sun, 15th—Confirmation 1 & 2, all rooms, 6 p.m. 

-Mon, 16th—Confession, Church, 6 p.m. 

-Mon, 16th—Parish Mission, 6:30 p.m. 

-Mon, 16th—Men’s Club, RH, 7:30 p.m. 

Social Outreach  
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but everyone should do something! 

Pantry Partners ñMarch 21 is the distribution date for 

SCPP. All volunteers should arrive at St. Catherine by  

8:45 a.m. for a 9:00 a.m. start. We will be done by 10:30 a.m. 

Any orders are due by March 14. Please check our baskets 

in both the Atrium and the Vestibule. 

Parish Socializing...  

Parish Lenten MissionñIt has been awhile but it 
is back onñour parish will host a parish Lenten Mission. 
Passionist Father Melvin Shorter from Paris (English is his 
first language) will preach the mission. He will be here also 
for the Masses the weekend before and then the Mission will 
take place Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday nights from 
6:30-7:30 p.m. on March 16, 17 and 18. Please consider joining 
us for the mission and get more out of the Lenten Seasonñ
more grace from God, more joy from His Word, and more 
depth in your spiritual journey toward Godõs love and  
compassion.  

 

Parish Penance ServiceñEven though we have 
the Sacrament of Confession EVERY MONDAY NIGHT 
from 6-7 p.m. all year long, we have scheduled a Lenten  
Penance Service for Wednesday, March 18th at 7:30 p.m. Four 
priests will be here to help with the anticipated numbers. 
Remember, òGod does not look through us to the past and hold us 
hostage to our actions, but rather looks at us and to the futureñto who 
we can become with His forgiveness and grace.ó Come seek His 
Mercy! 

St. Catherine Childrenõs Easter Party on 
March 28th from 9:00-11:00 a.m. on  
Saturday, March 28th in Russell Hall. 
All children of the parish are invited! 
(adult supervision required). Weõll have a 
pancake breakfast, arts & crafts and an 
Easter Egg Hunt (donations of candy  
accepted). The event is free; good-will  
donations will be accepted for the Feed the 
Hungry Youth Group. Please register by 
March 19th at www.stcatherine.info or on 
the sign-up sheets in the atrium . This event 
is sponsored by the Womenõs Club Ministry. 
Any questions may be directed to Chris 
Tanski, chris.tanski@comcast.net or  
Hanna Belanger, hannabel73@aol.com.  

RCIA Will Meet on March 24th & 
31st in the library for final preparation for the  
Candidatesõ entrance into full communion with the 
Catholic Church at the Great Easter Vigil Mass.  

Movie Night—Defenders of Faith Ministry will host a  

movie night on 22 March 2015 at 7 p.m. in Russell Hall. The 

2012 film, Monumental, starring Kirk Cameron will be 

shown. Monumental is the story of America’s beginnings. 

This 90-minute true story follows this father of six across  

Europe and the U.S. as he seeks to discover America’s true 

“national treasure” the people, places, and principles that 

made America the freest, most prosperous and generous  

nation the world has ever known. All are welcome to attend 

and popcorn and drinks will be provided free of charge. 

FEED THE HUNGRY—The next Youth Group visit to the  

shelter in Hartford will be Saturday, March 21st. You must  

reserve your spot as there is a limited amount of space in the  

serving kitchen. Please contact Lisa Sheary @ 860-658-2899 or 

lisa.sheary@cbmoves.com to reserve a spot. 

The Duffy family would like to thank everyone that  
participated in the Java & Jazz event for their 

time, talent and treasure. We are so grateful that the 
event raised $2,100.00 for the Tom Duffy Memorial 

Scholarship which benefits music students at the 
Greater Hartford Academy of the Arts. We would 
especially like to thank the St. Catherine of Siena 

Youth Ministry for hosting the event. It was a joyous 
occasion filled with remarkable young talent.  

Thank you to all!  

mailto:lisa.sheary@cbmoves.com
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