
A Parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Hartford 

The St. Catherine Parish Legacy Fund is committed to en-
suring the long-term stability of our parish and its minis-
tries.  Please consider a gift in lieu of flowers upon a love 
one's passing as a way to ensure our community will 
thrive well into the future.   

The Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  July  6, 2014 

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday  
9:00 a.m. through 2:00 p.m.  

Pastor  
The Reverend Michael Whyte  
860 658 1642  
 

PARISH STAFF 
Administrative Assistant-Parish Office  
Mrs. Lisa Cerchia  
860 658 1642 or stcathy@comcast.net  
 
Director of Religious Education  
Mrs. Kathi Bonner  
860 658 4737 or kathidre@aol.com  
 
Director of Youth Ministry  
Mrs. Judy Pluta  
860 408 9888 or judyplutaym@gmail.com  
 
Music Director  
Mrs. Susan Zybert  
860 216 6519 or susanzybert@comcast.net  
 
Facilities Manager  
Mr. Michael Grappone  
860 658 1642  
 
Parish Council President  
Mr. Tom Tanski 
860 658 4430 
 
Finance Council Chairman  
Mr. Scott Muryasz  
860 693 4164  
 
Parish Legacy Fund Chairman  
Mr. Peter Pabich  
860 408 1254  
 
Parish Lay Trustees  
Mrs. Melissa Horbal, (860)651-7844 
Mr. Joseph Capozzoli, (860)352-2390 

Thanks for worshiping with us. 

If you would like to join our parish 

family, fill out a yellow membership form found 

in the vestibule or atrium and mail it to us, drop 

it in the collection basket or 

call us at 658 1642. 

Mass/Liturgy Schedule:  
Saturday Vigil at 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Masses at 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  
(Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day Weekend,  
NO 5:00 p.m. Sunday Mass)  
Daily Mass at 8:30 a.m., Monday through Wednesday,  
and Friday. (Yearly)  
  
Sacrament of Reconciliation: For the summer: 
Saturday from 4:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m.  
Monday from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m.  
  
Baptisms and Baptismal Preparation:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642  
  
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642 at least  
6 months in advance  
  
Choir Practices:  
Adult—Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.  
Youth—Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.  
Contemporary Music Group—Thursdays prior to  
1st & 3rd Saturday of the Month at 7:00 p.m.  
  

Bulletin Deadline: Monday at 10:00 a.m.  
Website News: email to: 
   StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net  
  
265 Stratton Brook Road, Box 184,  
West Simsbury, Connecticut 06092  
Tel: 860 658 1642 /Fax: 888 297 3134  
Email: stcathy@comcast.net  
Website: www.stcatherine.info  

WELCOME! 
We welcome all visitors who are celebrating with us today. As is 

our custom at St. Catherine of Siena, please remain in your pew 

for the singing of the first and last verses of the recessional 

hymn. 

mailto:StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net


Religious Education News   

 

 An email has been sent to all Religious  

Education families for re-registration.  

Re-registration can be done online through that 

email, or by downloading the form from our  

website. NEW children to our program (even 

siblings of presently registered children)  

cannot be done online and must be done on the 

Blue Registration Form for new children found in 

the vestibule and atrium.  

 

 We are accepting late registrations 

for our 2014-2015 Religious Education 

classes with a late fee per family.  
 

 If you have not yet registered, please do 

so immediately so we have enough classrooms and 

materials for each child for the first day of 

classes. Thank you. 

 There are a few opportunities for  

catechists for the 2014-2015 year beginning in 

September: Grade 4, 6 and 8. We have an  

outstanding curriculum, terrific children, a  

supportive community and infinite rewards in our 

innovative RE program. Join us! You know you've 

been thinking about it....now is the time to call 

Kathi Bonner, 658.4737 or email for more  

information: Kathidre@aol.com. 

 
 
 

 Saturday, July 5th @ 5:00 pm Mass for  
 Winnie Keane requested by her family; 

 Sunday, July 6th @ 8:00 am Mass for  
 Margaret Libera; 

 Sunday, July 6th @ 11:00 am Mass for  
 Ester Montenora, requested by Anna Carullo; 

 Monday, July 7th @ 8:30 am Mass for  
 Victor and Josephine Cappola; 

 Tuesday, July 8th @ 8:30 am Mass for  
 Jack Winters, 3rd anniversary,  
 requested by Ann Winter;  

 Wednesday, July 9th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  
 Kathryn and Josephine Whyte; 

 Friday, July 11th @ 8:30 am Mass for  
 Special Intention;  

 Saturday, July 12th @ 5:00 pm Mass for  
 Anthony Chajenski, requested by Maria; 

 Sunday, July 13th @ 8:00 am Mass for  
 Jill Murphy, requested by Leonard Pensiero,  
  and; 

 Sunday, July 13th @ 11:00 am Mass for  
 Frank S. Cerchia, requested by Julia &  
 Myles McCabe. 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 

Due to an early publishing schedule 
the Offertory information  

will be in next week’s bulletin. 

 

This week’s second collection  
is for Repair & Refurbishment. 

SENIOR AND JUNIOR HIGH 
YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 

YOUTH MINISTRY REGISTRATION  

for the 2014-2015 program  

has begun.  
Registration forms are now available in the  

atrium and vestibule, on our parish website and 

in this week’s online bulletin. Please pick up a 

form and send it in today. (Registration for  

incoming 7th and 9th grade teens is especially 

important if you want to receive the weekly 

Youth Ministry newsletter.) Join this vibrant 

group of teens in our parish!  

WEDDING BANNS III 

Caitlin Connolly and  

Jonathan Kinsky 

July 12, 2014 

 

WEDDING BANNS II 

Joanna Cruz and  

Ivan Berardelli 

July 19, 2014 

mailto:Kathidre@aol.com


   FROM FATHER MICHAEL...  

 

Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 It seems that as we listen to the weather news of late, 
freakish weather is on our doorsteps. Some blame global  
warming, some blame El Niño, some blame the natural cycles of 
the earth. No matter who or what is to blame, when the “sirens” 
sound just minutes before the critical weather strikes, we run for 
cover and seek shelter.  
 In the context of this weekend’s gospel of Jesus’ final 
judgment and the destruction of the towns to which He ministered, 
we get more than a few minute’s notice, Jesus’ warnings offers us 
a whole lifetime to prepare for the final judgment. 
 “What are the things hidden from the wise but revealed to 
the little ones? The previous versus from Matthew’s chapter 11 
(omitted in the Lectionary) indicate that ‘these things’ are the  
destruction resulting from being unfaithful to God’s gracious will.” 
The “little ones” are those who heard the Lord’s call for repent-
ance and to be faithful to the Father—in the towns and cities He 
preached to—and were indeed faithful to God and now enter into 
His reign of peace. The faithful ones need have no fear of Jesus’ 
final judgment. 
 Living the Paschal Mystery. Being a faithful disciple of 
Christ requires of us a self-sacrificing love that knows no bounds 
when the good of the other is at stake. No bounds at all, not even 
one’s life. We must die to ourselves. This dying to ourselves calls 
us to let go of all our own pretensions, become meek and humble 
like Jesus Himself, becoming as the “little ones.” 
 What does this mean for our everyday lives? It means a 
call to repentance—recognizing that even “I” sin and make  
mistakes, that I am not yet a perfect disciple. It requires a daily 
and ongoing conversion to the faith that is Jesus Christ. This  
certainly is not easy to do since our natural human condition is to 
seek our own interests and our own goods. But Jesus came to do 
God’s Will and with doing His Will Christ brought peace and  
salvation. When we follow true discipleship and do the Will of God 
in our world, then we are judged worthy of that very salvation and 
will know eternal peace.  
 How do I come to know God’s Will for my life?  We 
need to study Sacred Scripture and come to understand what it is 
that God asks of us. We need to listen to the teachings—more 
than 2,000 years in the making and which includes scholarly 
study—by the Church (it always seems odd to me that someone 
will say “I know more than the Church on this or that topic.” It 
seems really arrogant to me to think that someone who has lived 
30, 40, 60 or so years has more knowledge or practical  
experience than the collective Church and her scholars like St. 
Thomas Aquinas, or Mother Teresa or Catherine of Siena. And 
when we do study the Church’s teachings, we must not just read 
the “headlines” of Thou Shall Not but learn why the Church teach-
es what she teaches. Knowing God’s Will requires of us an honest 
inward look at ourselves. Do I seriously try to live my life as a  
disciple? Is what I am doing righteous or just convenient for me?  
 And when we honestly review our lives and all our  
actions—do we do so in an environment of light or one of  
darkness? “The burden of living the paschal mystery is heavy 
when God is hidden; it is light when God is revealed. Life is  
bearable when we’re in union with Christ. This is all we need to 
do: be in union with Christ so we are in union with God. All we 
need to do is come to Him, and He will give us rest.” This is surely 
a gracious God with a gracious Will for us.  

 

Religious Liberty 
 Much is about to happen with regard to religious liberty 
this weekend. First, there will be a prayer service in the Mary  
Garden immediately after the Sunday 11 a.m. Mass. This prayer 
service is part of the US Bishop’s Conference (USCCB) call for 
the annual Fortnight for Freedom celebrations all across the  

United States. This year’s theme is Freedom to Serve, and calls 
on all Americans to pray and work for religious liberty in our nation. 
The prayers and songs will focus on the right to practice our Cath-
olic faith outside of the four walls of our church building.  
 At issue is the Federal Affordable Care Act’s Health and 
Human Services Mandate forcing certain religious organizations to 
go against their fundamental tenants of belief by providing for 
abortions, sterilizations and abortifacients BECAUSE these  
organizations provide services to non-Catholics. This would  
include colleges and universities, hospitals and food shelters. Can 
the Catholic Church be the Catholic Church if we are stopped from 
feeding the hungry of all religions or caring for sick of all faiths?  
  Second, the United States Supreme Court is expected 
to rule on Monday at 10 a.m. on the Hobby Lobby case which will 
decide if the owners of privately owned Christian company have a 
right to freedom of conscience coverage.  
 Both of these events deserve our prayers this weekend. 
We need to pray that heavenly wisdom and courage will find a 
home in the minds and hearts of all our elected, appointed and 
anointed leaders. That the building up of the Common Good be a 
priority for all in power—as well as for the rest of us in “the pews” – 
and that the respect for religious freedom—of all religions—which 
was recognized by our Founding Fathers will be respected and 
protected for the good of all—here in the United States and around 
the globe, especially in Africa and the Middle East and China 
where so many Christians are being targeted for their religious 
beliefs.  

 

Kudos and Thanks 
 Watering: I just want to offer my thanks to so many folks 
who work hard to keep the parish looking so great. The ladies who 
have organized, under Barbara Hopkins, the watering and caring 
for the plantings and flowers of the Church property. I am very 
grateful to them for all their time and energy. Our parish looks 
great thanks to their support. Altar linens: thanks also to the folks 
who care for and prepare the altar linens used in the celebration of 
the Sacred Eucharist each day of the week and weekend here at 
Saint Catherine of Siena. There is a special (liturgical) way to  
prepare these linens ensuring that if any pieces of the Sacred 
Body of Christ or the precious Blood remain on the linens that they 
do not simply go into the sewer system. Great care and reverence 
is used to ensure this activity, and I am very grateful to all for their 
time and efforts. If you would like to be part of either one of these 
important tasks, please call Lisa Cerchia in the parish office at  
658 1642 to learn more about either activity. 

 

Summertime—but things keep going on  
 While many of the activities of the parish seem to go “on 
hold” during the summer, much continues here as normal at Saint 
Catherine of Siena. Pantry Partners, Feed the Hungry Youth, and 
Saint Elizabeth House shelter meals continue all summer long. 
The parish office is open and baptisms, funerals and weddings 
continue; planning for next year’s religious education program and 
next year’s Youth Ministry programs are well underway. The 
grounds and facilities continue to need care all summer long—and 
the daily Mass and weekend Masses take place even while many 
are away for the summer. Please keep Saint Catherine of Siena in 
your prayers during the summer and remember to help us with 
your weekly offerings even if you are away…we want to be fully 
up—and—running for you next September. Thank you! 



 

 

Upcoming Meetings/Events 

 

JULY 

-Wed, 9th—Joint Strategic Planning Meeting for 
 Finance Council and Legacy Fund,  
 Library, 7 p.m. 
 
-Wed, 23rd—Joint Strategic Planning Meeting 
 for Finance Council and Legacy Fund,  
 Library, 7 p.m. 

November 1st, All Saints Day,  

is a Holy Day of Obligation.  
 

The Mass schedule is: 

October 31st, 6:30 p.m. Vigil Mass 

November 1st, 8:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 

Defending Our Religious Liberty 

 Several civil suits around the 
country focusing on the federal 
health care mandate and freedom of 
religion have been decided. The U.S. 
District Court for the Western  
District of Oklahoma was among 
them. In early June, the ruling  
rendered stated that members of the 
Catholic Benefits Association (which 
includes 8 Catholic organizations) 
were exempt from the Affordable 
Care Act. Let’s continue our quest 
for religious freedom by making our 
voices heard. 
 If you haven’t done so already, 

please voice your opposition to the 

mandate by calling President Obama 

at the White House at 202-456-1111 or 

the U.S. Secretary of Health and  

Human Services Sylvia Mathews  
Burwell at 202-205-5445. Let them 

know that the mandate is in violation 

of our First Amendment right to  

religious freedom. 

Social Outreach 
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but everyone should do something! 

Pantry Partners—Next Saturday is the 

last day to place a Pantry Partners order for your 

family, someone you know or someone in need. 
Please take a menu from the SCPP basket in the 

atrium or the vestibule. SCPP provides fresh fruit 

and vegetables, as well as eggs, ground beef, 
chicken, pork chops and frozen vegetables. Prices 

are listed on the menu. 

FEED THE HUNGRY—You must reserve 

your spot as the next Youth 

Group visit to the shelter in 

Hartford will be Saturday,  

July 19th. There is a limited 

amount of space in the serving 

kitchen. Please contact Lisa 

Sheary @ 860-658-2899 or lisa.sheary@cbmoves.com 

to reserve a spot 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES NEEDED!!!  
SCHOOL SUPPLIES are needed to help children of 

Hartford. Please donate the following items for Family 

Life Ministry to distribute to the children: backpacks, 

calculators, notebooks, pens, pencils, rulers, 3 ring 

binders, loose leaf paper, markers, crayons, erasers, 

and glue. All items can be placed in the boxes in the 

Atrium or the Vestibule. Help children be all that 

they can be!   

BUS TRIP to   
Fr. Ralph DiOrio Healing Services. 

 
"My Dear People of God, Dear 

Friends, I, Reverend Father Ralph 
Anthony DiOrio, a priest of God, a 

validly ordained priest in the Christian 
Roman Catholic Community on June 1, 1957, most gra-

ciously welcome you to come and to share with and 
through us the Divine Love and Merciful blessings of 

Christ’s Healing Presence". 
 

Sturbridge Host Hotel, Sturbridge MA 
Sunday, July 20 and/or Sunday August 17 
Bus pick up in North Haven (9:00 AM) &  

Cromwell (9:20) & Hartford 
Cost is $45.00 MaryAnn 203.407.1448.   

Info on Fr. DiOrio- 
 visit RDOhealingministry.org.  

mailto:lisa.sheary@cbmoves.com
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End of Bulletin 
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