A Parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Hartford

Mass/Liturgy Schedule:
Saturday Vigil at 5:00 p.m.
Sunday Masses at 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
(Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day Weekend,
NO 5:00 p.m. Sunday Mass)
Daily Mass at 8:30 a.m., Monday through Wednesday,
and Friday. (Yearly)
Sacrament of Reconciliation: For the summer:
Saturday from 4:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m.
Monday from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m.
Baptisms and Baptismal Preparation:
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony:
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642 at least
6 months in advance
Choir Practices:
Adult—Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.
Youth—Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.
Contemporary Music Group—Thursdays prior to
1st & 3rd Saturday of the Month at 7:00 p.m.

Bulletin Deadline: Monday at 10:00 a.m.

The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ

June 22, 2014

Pastor
The Reverend Michael Whyte
860 658 1642
PARISH STAFF
Administrative Assistant-Parish Office
Mrs. Lisa Cerchia
860 658 1642 or stcathy@comcast.net
Director of Religious Education
Mrs. Kathi Bonner
860 658 4737 or kathidre@aol.com
Director of Youth Ministry
Mrs. Judy Pluta
860 408 9888 or judyplutaym@gmail.com
Music Director
Mrs. Susan Zybert
860 216 6519 or susanzybert@comcast.net
Facilities Manager
Mr. Michael Grappone
860 658 1642

Website News: email to:

StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net

265 Stratton Brook Road, Box 184,
West Simsbury, Connecticut 06092
Tel: 860 658 1642 /Fax: 888 297 3134
Email: stcathy@comcast.net
Website: www.stcatherine.info

WELCOME!
We welcome all visitors who are celebrating with us today. As is
our custom at St. Catherine of Siena, please remain in your pew
for the singing of the first and last verses of the recessional
hymn.
Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday
9:00 a.m. through 2:00 p.m.

The St. Catherine Parish Legacy Fund is committed to
ensuring the long-term stability of our parish and its ministries. Please consider a gift in lieu of flowers upon a
love one's passing as a way to ensure our community will
thrive well into the future.

Parish Council President
Mr. Tom Tanski
860 658 4430
Finance Council Chairman
Mr. Scott Muryasz
860 693 4164
Parish Legacy Fund Chairman
Mr. Peter Pabich
860 408 1254
Parish Lay Trustees
Mrs. Melissa Horbal, (860)651-7844
Mr. Joseph Capozzoli, (860)352-2390
Thanks for worshiping with us.
If you would like to join our parish
family, fill out a yellow membership form found
in the vestibule or atrium and mail it to us, drop
it in the collection basket or
call us at 658 1642.

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS











Saturday, June 21st @ 5:00 pm Mass for
James D. Holloway, requested by his family;
Sunday, June 22nd @ 8:00 am Mass for
Kevin McLaughlin, requested by Deb Farrell,
Sunday, June 22nd @ 11:00 am Mass for
Tommy Tanski, 3rd anniversary,
requested by his family;
Monday, June 23rd @ 8:30 am Mass for
Cathleen McCabe, requested by
Julia & Myles McCabe;
Tuesday, June 24th @ 8:30 am Mass for
Deceased members of the Thursday morning
Renew Group;
Wednesday, June 25th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for
Joe Mulholland;
Friday, June 27th @ 8:30 am Mass for
John Keane;
Saturday, June 28th @ 5:00 pm Mass for
Norris Pilon, requested by Tina &
Jim Yablonski;
Sunday, June 29th @ 8:00 am Mass for
Pro Populo and;
Sunday, June 29th @ 11:00 am Mass for
Albert & Ella Ferianti, requested by their family.

Offertory Collection
Weekly Collection:
Loose Cash/Checks
Envelopes
Cathedraticum*
School Tax*

$8,513.50
$1,225.50
$7,288.00
-$ 468.24
-$ 468.24

*Parish taxes (5.5%) paid to the Archdiocese
for services to the parish.

Repair & Refurbishment…..$708.25(additional)

In memory of deceased loved ones or in lieu
of flowers, honor their memory through a
gift to the St. Catherine Parish Legacy
Fund. Your generosity in honor of your
loved one ensures our parish and its
ministries will thrive for years to come.

Religious Education News
An email has been sent to all Religious
Education families for re-registration.
Re-registration can be done online through that
email, or by downloading the form from our
website. NEW children to our program (even
siblings of presently registered children)

cannot be done online and must be done on the
Blue Registration Form for new children found in
the vestibule and atrium. The deadline for
re-registering for Religious Education class is
Tuesday, June 24th. Registrations that come
in after that date will be assessed a late fee
per family.
There are a few opportunities for
catechists for the 2014-2015 year beginning in
September: Grade 6 and 8. We have an
outstanding curriculum, terrific children, a
supportive community and infinite rewards in our
innovative RE program. Join us! You know you've
been thinking about it....now is the time to call
Kathi Bonner, 658.4737 or email for more
information: Kathidre@aol.com.

SENIOR AND JUNIOR HIGH
YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS
YOUTH MINISTRY REGISTRATION for
the 2014-2015 program has begun. Registration
forms are now available in the atrium and
vestibule, on our parish website and in this
week’s online bulletin. Please pick up a form and
send it in today. (Registration for incoming 7th
and 9th grade teens is especially important if you
want to receive the weekly Youth Ministry
newsletter.) Join this vibrant group of teens in
our parish!

Stay Informed and Up-to-Date—

WEDDING BANNS 1
Caitlyn Connolly and
Jonathan Kinsky
July 12, 2014

For all the information about parish
liturgical and spiritual events, social
activities, Religious Ed and Youth
Group info as well as future
calendar happenings. Your best source is our
Parish Website, www.stcatherine.info. Like us on
our Facebook page, St. Catherine of Siena,
West Simsbury, CT.

FROM FATHER MICHAEL...

The Solemnity of the Most Holy Body
and Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi)
This weekend our Catholic Church universal
celebrates the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood
of Christ. It is a celebration of something magnificent and
something nothing less than the REAL presence of Christ
Jesus in the sacramental form of bread and wine, which
once consecrated becomes the real, true and divine
presence of Christ.
I know that for many—even Catholics who go to
Mass regularly—this is something difficult to grasp. It is
hard to believe that mere bread and wine becomes the
flesh and blood of Christ—especially when we receive Holy
Communion and it still looks like a bread wafer and tastes
less than succulent wine. The question of “how” does this
happen is where the “rubber meets the road.” How can I
believe this? After all, many of my intelligent friends find this
hard to believe, and especially those of the Christian
denominations or unbelievers-at-large and consider it
antiquated and even “Neanderthalish.”
We could consider the theological understanding of
Transubstantiation. But that might be more than one could
explain well in a few lines or that one could absorb in eight
minutes of a homily on Sunday morning. We could get into
the essence and the material objects; we could consider
two unique and Roman Catholic understandings of the
Eucharist: (1) as a propitiatory sacrifice and (2) the
presence of Christ in the sacrifice (two areas where the
Roman Catholic Church and the Lutheran Church are
building unity). But I believe there is another way to
consider this serious and vitally important sacrament:
First, we must begin with faith. It is faith, a gift from
God, that brings us regularly to Mass and to our
participation in the Christian life. Second, we must posit that
in this faith we possess in God the Creator, God the
Redeemer, and God the Paraclete, the Holy Spirit, and in
doing so we attribute to God the creative powers and
magnificence of being the sole maker of the world and all
that it contains. That ‘s a pretty powerful statement.
And if we attribute this power and grandeur to
God—the creation of the world, of you, and all that the
world contains—then how difficult would it be for this same
God to send His Love into the bread and wine upon the
altar and transform it into a source of nourishment for our
souls? How hard would it be for the all-powerful, all-loving
God to do this? Pretty simple, I’d say. Therefore, is it a
question of “how does He do this?” or one of “why does He
do this?” He does it out of Love, of which He is the source,
the summit, and font. Amen! (Hebrew for “I believe!”)

Kathi Bonner recognized by Archdiocese
of Hartford, receives highest Biblical
School Medal
Kathi Bonner, our parish’s Director of Religious Education, was recognized on 17 June 2014 with the
highest honors bestowed by the Archdiocese of Hartford
from its four-year Biblical School, granting her the Father
Lawrence Boadt Memorial Medal. The Fr. Lawrence

Boadt Memorial Medal represents the highest honor
awarded to Catholic Biblical School students and
graduates, honoring an individual whose life and ministry
demonstrates the excellence in the study of Sacred Scripture and the generosity of spirit in fostering devotion to, and
literacy in, the Word of God. Fr. Boadt was a highly respected scripture scholar. Congratulations, Kathi! And thank you
for your service to our parish. Kudos.!

Women’s Club to prep us for a relaxing
summer
Get ready for summer—relaxing days and easy
nights—by joining the Women’s Club on 29 June for a lawn
concert right here at Saint Catherine of Siena. Bring a picnic
dinner, a bottle of wine, a blanket or lawn chair and listen to
the sounds of Jazz and other music under the stars on the
beautiful grounds here at our parish. Schools out, and the
warmth of summer will be our guest on the lawn, join us and
make this a great kick-off for the summer season.
Bring your own goodies, no charge to get in, though
a free-will offering is acceptable, and join friends for a
relaxing evening! 4-8 p.m. All are welcome!

Hands of Christ Awards Given Out
At last Sunday (15 June) 11 a.m. Mass our parish,
through the generosity of the Women’s and Men’s Clubs,
awarded three parishioners with the Hands of Christ Award.
This year the award carries with it a $1000 each
stipend check to help defray the costs of college or ministerial efforts. Three youths received the Award this year—
through the Award is not only for the youth of our parish but
for anyone who, through their hands, extends the mission
and ministry of Jesus Christ in this world.
Congratulations to our winners: Caroline Alix, who
will return to Boston College as a sophomore in September
and will become part of the Arrupe Ministry, named after a
Jesuit priest and will work in Mexico to offer care,
compassion and mentoring skills to disadvantaged children.
Congratulations, Caroline; Matthew Shaw was our second
winner, and Matthew has rom the very beginning been a
wonderful member of our St. Catherine of Siena Pantry
Partners Ministry, proving food to neighbors in need right
here in Simsbury. Matthew is a wonderful musician and
shares his talents in many ways to our community, He will
enter Harvard University this September. Our third winner is
Kara Tighe who is also very involved in our parish as a
leader of our Youth Ministry and has travelled on our
Mission Trips and more. She will continue her mission of
caring as she enters Purdue University’s School of Nursing
this September. We can all agree that nursing is a true
vocation, a healing arts ministry if ever there was one!
Congratulations to Kara, Matthew and Caroline for
their efforts here at Saint Catherine of Siena and for all that
they will accomplish in Christ’s name in the world-at-large.

Fortnight for Freedom
Join fellow parishioners on 29 June following the
11 a.m. Mass in the Mary Garden for a brief prayer service
for religious liberty. It matters to us all, and to our Church, to
be able to live our faith in the world-at-large. Prayer works!
Join us.

Get involved: you don’t have to do everything...

Upcoming Meetings/Events

JUNE

--Sun, 22nd—Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Committee, RH,12 noon.
-Sun, 22nd—St. Elizabeth House, 3:45 p.m.
Sun, 29th—Fortnight for Freedom Prayer
Service, Mary Garden, 12 Noon.
-Sun, 29th—Outdoor Music Concert, 4 p.m.
-Mon, 30th—Health & Healing Ministry,
Library, 7 p.m.

Please join-n and come to a meeting of your choice.

But everyone should do something!

Social Outreach
Pantry Partners—Thank you to all of the
volunteers who helped on the Saturday distribution for
St. Catherine's Pantry Partners. We served 35 families.
We appreciate the support both financial and time. Our
next distribution will be July19. Orders must be placed
by July 12. Donations are always welcome.

Defending Our Religious Liberty
The United States Conference for Catholic
Bishops has designed the third annual Fortnight for
Freedom from June 21 to July 4th to raise awareness for religious liberty. Please consider the following prayer.

Prayer for Religious Liberty
Almighty God, Father of all nations, for
freedom you have set us free in Christ Jesus (Gal
5:1). We praise and bless you for the gift of religious liberty, the foundation of human rights, justice, and the common good.
Grant to our leaders the wisdom to protect
and promote our liberties; By your grace may we
have the courage to defend them, for ourselves
and for all those who live in this blessed land.
We ask this through the intercession of
Mary Immaculate, our patroness, and in the name
of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, with whom you live and reign,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
If you haven’t done so already, please voice
your opposition to the mandate by calling President Obama at the White House at 202-456-1111
or the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services at 202-205-5445. Let them know that this
mandate is in violation of our First Amendment
right to religious freedom.

The St. Catherine’s community will be preparing and serving
dinner for the residents of St. Elizabeth House in
Hartford on Sunday, June 22nd. Those interested in helping to
prepare or provide part of the meal or in going to St. Elizabeth
House to help serve, please sign up in the atrium. Volunteers
and food donations should be at St. Catherine’s (or donations
should be left in the church kitchen marked for St. Elizabeth’s)
by 3:45 pm on Sun., June 22nd. We will leave the church by
4:00 pm and return by about 6:15 pm. Contact Leila Bruno at
860-392-8585 or leilabruno@comcast.net with questions.

CLOTHING FOR TWO YOUNG GIRLS—Two young
girls, ages, 8 and 10 have arrived from Ghana and are in
desperate need of summer clothing. They are in need of
dresses to wear to church and some summer shorts ,shirts
and SHOES: Sizes 2 1/2 and 3.GIRLS SIZES: (children 8
-10) and (children 12-14) If you are cleaning your closet
and have summer dresses or clothing in these sizes that
you would like to donate, a blue labeled collection box has
been set up in the atrium of the church. For more
information, please contact Judy Pluta at
JudyPlutaym@gmail.com Thank you for your kindness.

Parish Socializing...
St. Catherine of Siena
Summer Lawn Concert

Open to all parish families as a
Free Will Offering Event.
Sunday June 29th from 4-8pm enjoy a Brass Jazz
Trio and time to relax outdoors. Bring your own
everything……. lawn chair, blanket and picnic
basket dinner. Volunteers are
needed for setup and cleanup
please email or call Betsy Garrison,
garrise12@yahoo.com,
630-908-0966 if you can help.
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