


Religious Education News  
 Classes resume today, on Feb. 25th! PARENT 
COFFEE CAFE is open on Sunday, Feb 25th at 
HJMS during the children's classes.  
 Join us for a cup of coffee and an engaging 
presentation by Dr. Joan Kelly who returns to address 
your questions with her talk, Catholicism 101: The 
ABC’s of Catholicism. Your feedback as to what YOU 
are interested in and what YOUR challenges are will be 
addressed in this second of two presentations. Don’t 
miss this engaging, dynamic and informative sessions 
for parents.  
 Confirmation I & II meet again on Sunday, 
March 4th! All paperwork for Confirmation II is due 
at this time. 
 Grade 8 Living Stations of the Cross will be 
Friday, March 10th at 7:30 pm. ALL PARISHION-
ERS are welcome and encouraged to attend this 
prayerful and unique depiction of the Stations.    

 
 
 

 

 Saturday, February 24th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for  
 Judy Mae Birkenfeld, requested by the Book Club; 

 Sunday, February 25th @ 8:00 am Mass Pro Populo; 

 Sunday, February 25th @ 11:00 am Mass for  
 Pamela Giana, requested by  
 Kathy & Eugene Alicona; 

 Sunday, February 25th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for  
 Wendell Gobeli, birthday remembrance, requested by 
 Mary Hannon & family; 

 Monday, February 26th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  
 Holy Souls in Purgatory;  

 Tuesday, February 27th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for 
 Rev. Joseph Foley Irwin,  
 requested by the Hark Family; 

 Tuesday, February 27th @ 9:00 a.m. 
 Lenten Rosary (led by the Women’s Club);  

 Wednesday, February 28th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for 
 Special Intention; 

 Wednesday, February 28th @ 9:00 a.m. 
 Rosary for Peace;  

 Friday, March 2nd @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for 
 Gwendolyn Violet Keogh Berry, birthday  
 remembrance, requested by her family; 

 Friday, February March 2nd @ 9:00 a.m. 
 Stations of the Cross; 

 Friday, March 2nd @ 7:00 p.m. 

 Youth Stations of the Cross; 

 Saturday, March 3rd @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for  
 Marjorie Bevilacqua,  
 requested by Colby & Anita Thresher;  

 Sunday, March 4th @ 8:00 am Mass for  
 Keiko Sato Osborne, 3rd anniversary, 
 requested by her family;  

 Sunday, March 4th @ 11:00 am Mass for  
 William Resk, requested by  
 Joseph & Robin Sparacio; and, 

 Sunday, March 4th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for  
 Teresa Marie Dolan, requested by Deb Farrell. 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 

Offertory Collection  
Weekly Collection.               $9,191.03 

    Loose Cash/Checks           $1,161.00 

    Envelopes                          $8,030.03 

Cathedraticum*                   -$   505.51 

School Tax*                         -$   505.51 
*Parish taxes (5.5%) paid to the Archdiocese for  

services to the parish. Sanctuary Lamp Memorial  
  
 The Sanctuary Lamp may be lit in 
memory of deceased loved ones for 7 days and 
listed in the parish bulletin. You may call Lisa 
Cerchia in the parish office, 658 1642, for 
details.   

 
This weeks it burns for a Special Intention  

from the Adult Choir. 

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH MINISTRY 
Sunday, February 25th, TWO EVENTS, 

4:15 -6:00 pm, Mandatory Mission Team Meeting in 
Russell Hall for all those going on the Boston Mission 
trip this year. PLEASE BE ON TIME SO WE CAN 
START on time. 
6:00–7:30 pm–regular Youth Group begins in  
Russell Hall. The best is yet to come! Sometimes the 
“let down” is the “set up” for something even better. 
Tonight’s theme is-Compassion for the SELF. Join us 
promptly at 6:00 p.m. for pizza and tonight's program.  

  
JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH MINISTRY 

 Monday, February 26, 7:00pm, Russell Hall. 
A night of Fun and Games! Mr. Coutinho will be  
joining us tonight to share in some favorite fun family 
games. Please bring a snack or a favorite dessert to 
share on the game table.  

Wedding Banns II 
Brian Alexander Fritz & 

 Kelsey Marilyn Keegan 

March, 10, 2018 



   FROM FATHER MICHAEL... 
MANY THANKS to our Senior High Youth Ministry who 
baked and delivered 75 apple pies to area soup kitchens for their 
Thanksgiving meals. Thank you to the parent helpers who gave 
their time and energy on PIE NIGHT: Rosanne O' Hara, Amy 
Dillon, Susan Hoffman, Jeanne Carpenter, Debbie Hamil, Kathy 
Duford, Manuela Hanshaw and Mike Laiuppa. 

  

Second Sunday of Lent:  
The Transfiguration & Prayer  
 Each year during the second Sunday of Lent we 
hear the gospel of the Transfiguration, this year from the 
Gospel of Mark. In it, the Church asks us at the beginning 
of the Lenten Season to experience, like the first Apostles, 
“a taste of te Jesus’ Glory” before we continue our long 
Lenten journey.  Perhaps it is a sort of a “booster shot” as 
we enter into a period of repentance, of prayer, and  
almsgiving to call us closer to the ways of Christ.  
 Franciscan Father Greg Friedman, OFM from the 
Holy Land challenges us to listen to the last words of this 
gospel: As they were coming down from the mountain, he charged 
them not to relate what they had seen to anyone, except when the Son 
of Man had risen from the dead. So they kept the matter to  
themselves, questioning what rising from the dead meant. 
 We all hear at Church and in other conversations 
that God sent His only Son into the world to save  
humanity and to offer us Eternal Life; that after our mortal 
bodies are raised from the dead, God will reunite them 
with our immortal souls and make us like Christ in glory. 
But what does that mean? And how do we consider that 
great promise and how does that promise impact our lives 
in this world? 
 Lent is a great time to reflect on the Words of 
Christ and the promise of God, and what our role is in 
making it come true. Are we powerless or powerful in this 
regard? Perhaps next to Christ, the next most famous or 
well-known person raised from the dead is Lazarus. The 
gospel of John said that, “Jesus loved Martha and her  
sister and Lazarus.”  Evidently, Jesus had a close  
relationship with their family.  That’s pretty amazing;  
given the fact that Mary was labeled a great sinner (she 
used the expensive oil to anoint Jesus’ feet) by the  
Pharisees, and probably was not part of the main stream 
Jewish community.  Christ chose this “great sinner” who 
lived on the fringes of society, to be close friends with, and 
included Mary’s sister Martha, and their brother  
Lazarus.  This was not a superficial relationship.  Jesus’ 
friendship with this family should give us all hope that we 
do not have to be perfect, or without any sin, in order to 
enter into a deep friendship with Christ.  Our past does 
not matter to Jesus, but our hearts do.  If we have turned 
from the things of the past and seek Jesus, we too, can  
enter into a deep and personal relationship with him. We 
see this often in the gospel, the relationship between  
Jesus’ humanity and divinity is also about relationships 
and doing what is best for the other, even if it seems stern 
or difficult or even unloving by our modern standard. 
Christ is concerned about our Eternal Life, not just that 
we are happy day-to-day. 
 The gospel says that Jesus was perturbed when he 
arrived at Lazarus’s tomb.  He didn’t hesitate though.  
Jesus told them to take the stone away. Jesus never even 
had to touch Lazarus in order to raise him from the dead.  

But, did you notice that the very first thing Jesus did, was 
to pray to his Father?  Jesus did this many times in the 
gospels before a major miracle, a simple meal, or before he 
made an important decision like choosing the twelve 
apostles, or before he accepted his suffering and death 
during the agony in the garden.  Prayer was such an  
integral part of his life. So many times we charge off and 
do whatever we feel like is right, without ever even  
consulting God.  Jesus always sought his Father’s help, 
support, and guidance and we should too, before we make 
any major decision in our lives. 

The miracle Jesus performed in raising Lazarus 
from the dead was not just for the benefit of Mary and 
Martha though.  Jesus’ miracles were for the whole  
community to know that he really was the son of the  
living God, and that God’s true presence was among 
them.  The gospel said that after this miracle, many of the 
Jews who had come to be with Mary and Martha, and had 
seen Jesus perform this miracle, came to believe that Jesus 
truly was the son of God. Can you even begin to imagine 
what it must have been like to see Lazarus walk out of his 
tomb?  If Jesus could raise Lazarus from the dead, and 
conquer his own death when he rose from the grave on 
Easter morning, there is no doubt that Jesus will raise us 
from the dead one day as well.  He has power over life and 
death. Death is but a doorway into eternal life.  We need 
not fear the other side.  Jesus is waiting for us there.  He 
proved to all of us that there is life after death, by bringing 
Lazarus back from the dead and by rising from his own 
grave on Easter morning.  This is the Good News that all 
of mankind longs to hear.  Death does not have the final 
say.  Jesus Christ does. 

This Lenten Season let us build our own road 
maps for this journey into a deeper faith by beginning 
with prayer—seeking God’s help and guidance, asking for 
His strength and power, and counting on His heavenly  
counsel. Let us not forget that if we ask the Father for  
anything with a sincere heart, He shall not ignore us but 
will answer our needs. We are not alone, we have a  
partner on this trip to Eternal Life and God desires us to 
join Him. Let us be like Jesus and pray (have a  
conversation with God) and listen to His Words. The 
doorway to Eternal Life is always open, the question we 
must answer is if our hearts our open to Him.  Today 
Mark gives us all a glimpse into the Glory of Christ so that 
we are nourished and encourage to follow more closely 
His Ways—beginning today in Lent.  

Sourced in part: A Catholic Moment: Raising Lazarus from the 
Dead, Laura Kazlas, 2014. 

Join us for a cup of coffee and an engaging 
presentation by Dr. Joan Kelly who returns 
to address your questions with her talk,  
Catholicism 101: The ABC’s of  
Catholicism. Your feedback as to what YOU 

are interested in and what YOUR challenges are will be  
addressed in this second of two presentations. Don’t miss 
this engaging, dynamic and informative sessions for  
parents.  



 

Upcoming Meetings/Events 

FEBRUARY 

-Sat, Sun 25th—Men’s Club Recruitment  

-Sun, 25th—Children’s Liturgy of the Word, RH, 11 a.m. 

-Sun, 25th—Contemporary Choir, MR, 4 p.m. 

-Sun, 25th—Mission Trip Meeting, RH, 4:15 p.m. 

-Sun, 25th—Sr. High Youth Ministry, RH, 6 p.m. 

-Mon, 26th—Confession, Church, 6 p.m.  

-Mon, 26th—Jr. High Youth Ministry, RH, 7 p.m. 

-Tues, 27th—Children’s Choir, MR, 6:30 p.m. 

-Tues, 27th—RCIA, Library, 7 p.m. 

-Tues, 27th—Adult Choir, MR, 7:30 p.m. 

-Wed, 28th—Lenten Bible Study, Library, 9:15 a.m. 

-Wed, 28th—Plan Mtg, Youth Stations, Lib., 7:00 p.m. 

March 

-Thurs, 1st—Renew, Library, 10 a.m. 

-Fri, 2nd—Stations of the Cross, Church, 9 a.m. 

-Fri, 2nd—Rehearsal for Youth Station, Church, 6 p.m 

-Fri, 2nd—Youth Stations of the Cross, Church, 7 p.m. 

       -Sat, 3rd—Bagels & the Bible, RH, 9:00 a.m. 

       -Sun, 4th—Children’s Liturgy of the Word, RH, 11 a.m. 

       -Sun, 4th—Confirmation, All rooms, 6 p.m. 

       -Sat, 3rd—Bagels & the Bible, RH, 9 a.m. 

       -Mon, 5th—Mass at McLean Home, 11 a.m. 

       -Mon, 5th—Confession, Church, 6 p.m.  

       -Mon, 5th—Rosary, Church, 7 p.m. 

       -Tues, 6th—Children’s Choir, MR, 6:30 p.m. 

       -Tues, 6th—RCIA, Library, 7 p.m. 

       -Tues, 6th—Adult Choir, MR, 7:30 p.m. 

       -Wed, 7th—Lenten Bible Study, Library, 9:15 a.m. 

       -Thurs, 8th—Renew, Library, 10 a.m. 

       -Thurs, 8th—Rehearsal for Living Stations, Church, 6 p.m. 

       -Fri, 9th—Stations of the Cross, 9 am. 

       -Fri, 9th—Living Stations of the Cross, 7:30 pm. 

       -Sat, 10th—Bagels & the Bible, RH, 9:00 a.m. 

Social Outreach 
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but everyone should do something! 

Pantry Partners 
 Saint Catherine's Pantry Partners will distrib-
ute groceries to 25 families on March 17. We are grateful 
to Marandino's Supermarket for putting together the food 
for us. We have received positive feedback from our  
clients. If you are in New Hartford, consider shopping at 
Marandino's for your family. Our thanks to all who  
contribute financially to this mission. Your dollars truly 
make a difference to those who are in need in our own 
community  

Women’s Club Ministry News! 
 Men and Women of the Parish come and join 
the WCM for a spiritual and entertaining evening: 
 Friday, March 16 at 7 p.m. for Mary’s Way of the Cross 
(Lenten Stations of the Cross) followed by a presentation 
and Q&A session from the artisans who created our 
parish’s Stations of the Cross, New Haven’s Holly Whiting; 
Simsbury’s David Bailey, who designed and built the altar 
furniture (altar, ambo, credence table and tabernacle altar) 
and Dana Scinto, who created the Presider’s chair. Learn 
about their artistic and creative process as well as the 
meanings of the pieces. A light collation will be served.  

“YOUTH STATIONS OF THE CROSS” led by 
our high school parishioners, will take place on Friday 
March 2nd, 7pm. Any high school student/confirmation 
candidate is invited to a one hour planning meeting on 
Wednesday, February 28th from 7pm-8pm in the 
Church Library. Practice is Friday, March 2nd at 6 pm 
before the actual Stations of the Cross at 7pm 
(approximately 25 minutes). 
 Please join us and tell your friends! Email Mrs.  
Slattery at bmslattery@comcast.net or call 860-658-1250 
with any questions. (Confirmation Candidates can receive 
service hours for this Devotion.) 

Irish Cultural Center (“ICC”) 2018  
IRELAND Tour: The ICC is  
sponsoring a new 10-day tour to  
Ireland’s Three Gems; Dingle,  
Kilkenny, and Dublin, from October 
17-27, 2018. An information session about 

this trip will be held on Sunday, March 4, 2018 at 1:00 p.m. at 
the Irish Cultural Center in West Springfield, MA. The tour is 
limited and will be filled on a first-come, first-paid basis. Trip 
Cost: $2,995 per person based on double occupancy. For more 
information, contact Pat Baker at 413-348-3263, Eric Bergstrom 
at 860-798-4525 or visit the ICC website at IrishCenterwne.org 
for the detailed itinerary and reservation application. 

Men’s Club Ministry News 
Have you ever thought about going on Retreat?? 

Join Holy Family’s retreat team for a Men’s or Women’s  
weekend of peace and reflection on the power of God’s grace in 
our lives. Discover anew how God’s grace is our greatest source 
of strength and courage to meet the ever-present challenges in 
our lives. The retreat includes: home-cooked meals,  
inspirational liturgies, uplifting music, free time, and  
workshops. The retreat begins with dinner at 6:00 p.m. on  
Friday evening and concludes with Sunday brunch at noon. 
Holy Family Passionist Retreat Center is in nearby West  
Hartford. Women’s Retreat Weekend is March 2-4, Men’s 
Weekend is March 16-18. Are you being called? For more 
information call Lou Daniels at 860-916-3577 or email at 
ldaniels@cadrplus.com. 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter--“Remember that my life is 
like the wind.” Let us make the best of our time together with 
our spouses by attending a Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Weekend. The next Weekends are Jul 6-8, 2018 in  
MANCHESTER, CT and Nov 2-4, 2018 in MANCHESTER, 
CT. For more information, call Dennis & Jane Lamondy at  
860-481-3720 or visit them at https://wwmectw.org/. 
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