
A Parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Hartford 

The St. Catherine Parish Legacy Fund is committed to  
ensuring the long-term stability of our parish and its  
ministries.  Please consider a gift in lieu of flowers upon a 
loved one's passing as a way to ensure our community 
will thrive well into the future.   

Third Sunday of Advent                            11 December 2016 

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday  
9:00 a.m. through 2:00 p.m.  

Pastor  
The Reverend Michael Whyte, 860 658 1642  
 

PARISH STAFF 
Administrative Assistant-Parish Office  
Mrs. Lisa Cerchia  
860 658 1642 or stcathy@comcast.net  
 

Director of Religious Education  
Mrs. Kathi Bonner  
860 658 4737 or kathidre@aol.com  
 

Director of Youth Ministry  
Mrs. Judy Pluta  
860 408 9888 or judyplutaym@gmail.com  
 

Director of Music Ministry 
Mrs. Susan Zybert  
860 404 5514 or susanzybert@comcast.net  
 

Facilities Manager  
Mr. Michael Grappone, 860 658 1642  
 

Parish Council President  
Mr. Jim Peters 
860 651 3143 or jpetersjjr@gmail.com 
 

Finance Council Chairman  
Mr. Scott Muryasz  
860 693 4164 
 

Parish Legacy Fund Chairman  
Mr. Peter Pabich, 860 408 1254  
 

Parish Lay Trustees  
Mrs. Melissa Horbal, 860 651 7844 
Mr. Joseph Capozzoli, 860 352 2390 

Thanks for worshiping with us. 
If you would like to join our parish 

family, fill out a yellow membership form found 
in the vestibule or atrium and mail it to us, drop 

it in the collection basket or 
call us at 658 1642. 

 

We Welcome You to Our  
Family of Faith! 

Mass/Liturgy Schedule:  
Saturday Vigil at 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Masses at 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  
(Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day Weekend,  
NO 5:00 p.m. Sunday Mass)  
Daily Mass at 8:30 a.m., Monday through Wednesday,  
and Friday. (Yearly)  
  
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday from 4:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m.  
 Monday from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. 
 
Baptisms and Baptismal Preparation:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642  
  
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642 at least  
6 months in advance  
  
Choir Practices:  
Adult—Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.  
Youth—Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.  
Contemporary Music Group—Sundays at 4:00 p.m.  
  

Bulletin Deadline: Monday at 10:00 a.m.  
Website News: email to: 
   StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net  
  
265 Stratton Brook Road, Box 184,  
West Simsbury, Connecticut 06092  
Tel: 860 658 1642 /Fax: 888 297 3134  
Email: stcathy@comcast.net  
Website: www.stcatherine.info  

WELCOME! 
We welcome all visitors who are celebrating with us today. As is 
our custom at St. Catherine of Siena, please remain in your pew 
for the singing of the first and last verses of the recessional 
hymn. 

mailto:StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net


Religious Education News   
 CHILD LURES: Think First. Stay Safe Program 
will be presented to the Grade 5 & 6 children today,  
Sunday, Dec. 11th in the cafeteria, 9:30am-10:25. The 
children should go to their classrooms for attendance and 
their teacher will bring them to the cafeteria. Parents are  
encouraged to attend. This program will be presented to the 
Grade 7 & 8 Children on Sunday, Dec. 18th and is a  
review of what they have learned in the earlier grades.  
Parents are welcome to attend. 
 
GRADE 3 CHRISTMAS PAGEANT is Saturday,  
December 17th at 11am at the church. Dress rehearsal is at 
9 am that morning. A notice with details was emailed and a 
flyer sent home weeks ago. Please remember to bring a 
baked goody (no brownies, please) or beverage to share 
for the reception immediately following the pageant. 
 
Confirmation I & II Meet again on Sunday, Dec. 18th. 
Please remember that our attendance policy says that no 
more than 2 absences are allowed during the year.   

 
 
 

 

¶ Saturday, December 10th @ 5:00 pm Mass for  
 Frank Angelastro, requested by the Pabich Family; 

¶ Sunday, December 11th @ 8:00 am Mass for  
 Tony Drapelick; requested by Fr. Whyte; 

¶ Sunday, December11th @ 11:00 am Mass for  
 Paula Pellino, 5th anniversary,  
 requested by her family;  

¶ Sunday, December 11th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for  
 Bernard Joseph Lavins,  
 requested by the Hark Family; 

¶ Monday, December 12th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  
 James ñPatrickò Maher,  
 requested by the Bailey Family; 

¶ Tuesday, December 13th @ 8:30 am Mass  
 Rev. George P. Burnett; 

¶ Wednesday, December 14th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for 
 Special Intention; 

¶ Friday, December 16th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  
 Cyrus Zschau; 

¶ Saturday, December 17th @ 5:00 pm Mass for  
 Paul Finken, 10th anniversary,  
 requested by his family; 

¶ Sunday, December 18th @ 8:00 am Mass for  
 Jean Heller; requested by Marlyce Rooney; 

¶ Sunday, December18th @ 11:00 am Mass for  
 Jim Neagle, 3rd anniversary,  
 requested by his family;  

¶ Sunday, December 18th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for  
 Lynda Marie Trumbull, 
 requested by Bob & Cathy Burns. 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS  

Offertory Collection  
Weekly Collection:               $12,800.85 
    Loose Cash/Checks          $  1,548.85 
    Envelopes                          $11,252.00 
Cathedraticum*                   -$    704.05 
School Tax*                         -$    704.05 
*Parish taxes (5.5%) paid to the Archdiocese for 526.51 
services to the parish. 

Repair & Refurbishmenté...$...5,778.00 
Christmas Flowersé.éé.  .$      386.00(additional)  
 

This weekend’s second collection is 
for the Retired Religious. 

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 
SENIOR HIGH YOUTH MINISTRY 

Sunday, December 11, 6:00 pm—Join us for an evening of 
celebration and community building. Please bring a wrapped 
gift ($5-6 range) for a fun gift swap! Leadership team will be 
needed tonight for small group work. Pizza will be served.  
Mini-Mission trip to Boston—a mini mission trip to  

Boston is planned for March. Information and registration 
will be given this evening. Trip is limited to 35 participants.  

  

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH MINISTRY 

Monday, December 12, 7:00 pm, Russell Hall. Join us for 
an evening of Christmas celebration, community building 
and FUN! Please bring a wrapped gift ($5-6 range) for a gift 
swap. Hot chocolate and cookies will be served. 

The St. Catherine Welcome 

Ministry invites you to join 

us at the 11 am Mass next 
Sunday, December 18 th  to 

welcome all of our newly 

registered parishioners for 
2016, followed by Coffee 

and Donuts in Russell Hall. 

This is a great chance to meet the newest  

additions to our parish family.  

Defending Our Religious Liberty   
 May the leaders who were elected 
last month be guided by the Holy Spirit 
as they fulfill their positions.  
 If you havenõt done so already, 
please voice your opposition to the  
federal health care mandate by calling 
U.S. Secretary of Health and Human  
Services Sylvia Mathews Burwell at 
 202-205-5445, and your newly elected 
representatives. Let them know that the 
mandate is in violation of our First 
Amendment right to religious freedom.  



   FROM FATHER MICHAEL...  

 

Gaudete Sunday: Joy! 
 Certain Sundays throughout the liturgical year have 
taken their names from the first word in Latin of the Introit; the 
entrance antiphon at Mass. Gaudete Sunday is one of these. 
What Is Gaudete Sunday? The Introit for Gaudete Sunday, in 
both the Traditional Latin Mass and the Novus Ordo, is taken 
from Philippians 4:4, 5 òGaudete in Domino semperó ("Rejoice in the 
Lord always"). Like Lent, Advent is a penitential season, so the 
priest normally wears purple or /violet vestments. But on  
Gaudete Sunday, having passed the midpoint of Advent, the 
Church lightens the mood a little, and the priest may wear rose 
vestments. The change in color provides us with encouragement 
to continue our spiritual preparationñespecially prayer and  
fastingñfor Christmas. For this same reason, the third candle of 
the Advent wreath, first lit on Gaudete Sunday, is traditionally  
rose-colored. Gaudete Sunday has a counterpart in Lent: Laetare 
Sunday. 
 In the Catholic Church, Advent is a period of  
preparation, extending over four Sundays, before Christmas. 
Thus, the word Advent comes from the Latin advenio, "to come to," 
and refers to the coming of Christ. This refers, first of all, to our 
celebration of Christ's birth at Christmas; but second, to the 
coming of Christ in our lives through grace and the Sacrament of 
Holy Communion; and finally, to His Second Coming at the end 
of time. Our preparations, therefore, should have all three  
comings in mind.. (Attribution: Scott P. Richert, Catholicism Expert, 
òAbout Religionó) We need to prepare our souls to receive Christ 
worthilyñso that at His Second Coming we too will be worthily 
received into His Divine Life for all Eternity 
 How do we prepare in Adventñand why? For many 
folks, thinking about incorporating faith into our daily activities 
of lifeñsports, school, work and even family gatheringsñcan be 
challenging. After all, our current American culture does not  
encourage open discussion about church or belief in God. Just 
today I heard a discussion between educators who in their  
attempt to encourage diversity in the classroom incorporate  
conversations and lessons on topics such as the Jewish and  
Muslim faithsñbut not Christian teachings and certainly not 
Roman Catholic. One participant in the conversation was  
Catholic. It seems that in todayõs culture diversity is not truly 
diverseñnor is tolerance completely tolerantñbut rather  
diversity or tolerance only applies in the pubic square to what is 
politically correct or popular.  For many, Christ has become an 
òembarrassment.ó 
 But for those who are believers and who seek to live 
their Christian or Catholic faith out in daily life, we must listen 
not to this weekõs politician pandering to certain demographic 
groups or entertainers and sport icons who think their opinion is 
the same thing as a well-formed conscience, rather we must  
listen to the words of Christ, ñGo, therefore and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit.ó  (Matthew 28:19) 
 What does that mean? At the end of every Catholic 
Mass, the priest ends the final blessing with these or similar 
words: The Mass has ended, go in peace! This is part of our Christian 
commissioningñfulfillment of our baptismal obligationñto  
become proclaimers of the Good News of the Gospels. Each one 
of us is meant to leave the Church having listened to the Word of 
God in Sacred Scripture, having been nourished by the Sacred 
Body and Blood of Christ in the Sacrament of Unityñthe  

Eucharistñand by having been strengthen by our public worship  
together in community and so become agents of Transformation 
in the world around us. If we have been Transformed by the  
Sacraments and Words of Christ, then we are to be Conformed 
to Christ in the world around usñdoing His Will through our 
words and deeds. 
 In this Season of Advent we are asked by the Church to 
prepare ourselves for this Transformation and Conformationñ
through deeper prayer, more thorough reading of the Word of 
God, and by ongoing reception of the Sacraments of the 
Churchñthe Eucharist and  Confession. In this we are  
strengthened and conformed to Christñso that we may truly 
become the Gift of Christmas to others.  
 In the Season of the Incarnationñthe Birth of Christñ
we are called to proclaim our faith to all in our words and deeds. 
But we are called to offer that gift of Christ in a particular way. 
We do not offer the gift of a Christian Discipleship by beating 
people over the head with a Bible or demanding that people  
worship our way or force them to swear an oath of allegiance or 
face deathñrather we are called to call people to love: òto love one 
another as I have loved you.ó (John 13:34-35)  
 This is the great gift of ChristñJOYñand this is what 
we celebrate this Gaudete Sunday: Joyñthe Joy that is about to 
come our way, the Incarnation of God made man. That God has 
decided to come to earth from the heavens and take on human 
flesh so that we may have a perfect example of what it means to 
live out our human lives doing the work of God. We are to  
becoming His partners in His creation and salvation, albeit junior 
partners for sure, yet partners nonetheless with God in building 
up the Kingdom of Heaven on earth.  
 And we wrap our Christmas gift of faith not in demands 
but rather in love. And the òlove wrappingó we use as a Church 
are the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy which are the  
life blood of our faith in the daily activities of human life. Like 
Christ, we feed those who are hungry, we clothe those who have 
little to wear, we house and shelter those who have no place to 
lay their head, we care for the sick who have no place to turn, and 
we teach the ignorant who through no fault of their own have no 
experience of the love and compassion of our God. And we offer 
these Christmas (Christian) gifts not to our brother and sister 
Catholics alone, but to anyone who is in need, anyone who has 
not yet met Christ. For that is what lies at the essence of our  
Baptismal call: ñGo, therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy  
Spirit.ó  (Matthew 28:19) 
 This Advent Season we can all use a special prayer to 
ask the Lord to grant us this grace: make me, Lord, Your disciple so 
that I may go forth to all the world with Your love and bring them home to 
You. Amen! Blessed Advent and Happy Christmas! Now that 
would be a real Gaudete Sundayñand Season.  
 

 

Thank You! 
 

My sincere thanks to all who participated in the 
Mass of Dedication and Consecration 

for our beautiful new altar: 
To itõs designer and builder, David (and Maryellen) 
Bailey, to our musicians, Liturgy Committee, staff,  
altar servers, lectors. Eucharistic ministers, ushers  

Community Life Committee, and parishioners.  

Many Thanks! 

MANY THANKS to our Senior High Youth Ministry who 
baked and delivered 75 apple pies to area soup kitchens for their 
Thanksgiving meals. Thank you to the parent helpers who gave 
their time and energy on PIE NIGHT: Rosanne O' Hara, Amy 
Dillon, Susan Hoffman, Jeanne Carpenter, Debbie Hamil, Kathy 
Duford, Manuela Hanshaw and Mike Laiuppa. 



 
 

Upcoming Meetings/Events  

DECEMBER  

-Sun, 11thðChildrenôs Liturgy of the Word, RH, 11 a.m.  

-Sun, 11thðSr. High Youth Ministry, RH, 6 p.m. 

-Mon, 12thðConfession, Church, 6 p.m. 

-Mon, 12thðJr. High Youth Ministry, RH, 7 p.m. 

-Mon, 12thðParish Council, Library, 7 p.m. 

-Tues, 13thðChildrenôs Choir Rehearsal, MR, 6:30 p.m. 

-Tues, 13thðRCIA, Library, 7 p.m. 

-Tues, 13thðMenôs Club, RH, 6:30 p.m. 

-Tues, 13thðAdult Choir Rehearsal, MR, 7:30 p.m. 

-Wed, 14thðTaize, Church, 7 p.m. 

-Thurs, 15thðWomenôs Club, RH, 7 p.m. 

-Sat, 17thðFEED THE HUNGRY 

-Sat, 17thðPantry Partners, Vestibule, 9 a.m. 

-Sat, 17thðChristmas Pageant, Church, 11 a.m. 

-Sun, 18thðChildrenôs Liturgy of the Word, RH, 11 a.m.  

      -Sun, 18thðSt. Elizabeth House, Parking lot, 3:45 p.m. 

      -Sun, 18thðConfirmation I & II, all rooms, 6 p.m. 

      -Mon, 19thðMass at McLean Home, 11 a.m. 

      -Mon, 19thðAdvent Penance Service, 7 p.m. 

Social Outreach  
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but everyone should do something! 

Pantry PartnersñThe next SCPP distribution will be held 

on December 17 in the vestibule. Please consider purchasing 
the gift of food for someone you know that might benefit from 
this ministry. Envelopes are in the vestibule and the atrium. If 
you choose to place an order, please mark the envelope with 
your name and contact information. Donations are always  
welcome. 

St. Elizabeth Houseðnext service date is,  
December 18th. Food needs to be ready to serve 
(casseroles hot, salad pre-cut) and at the church by 
3:45 p.m. Please sign up in the atrium. Questions, 
please contact Leila Bruno at (860) 392-8585.  
Thank you! 

WOMEN’S CLUB CORNER 
Pewter Ornaments: Prepaid orders are available for pick-up 
or for purchase by cash or check payable to St. Catherine of 
Siena.  Look for Women's Club representatives to assist you 
in the Atrium and Vestibule after all Masses December 10th & 
11thand December 17th & 18th:  $18 each, 2 for $34, and 3 for 
$45.Benefit: ñHands of Christò Awards. 
December 15th Meeting: Join us Thursday evening at 7pm in 
RH for a regular meeting/Christmas social/optional cookie 
swap (ñtake what you bake; 3 dozen suggested) and viewing 
of a short HBO Documentary on Benedictine Mother Abbess 
Emeritus Dolores Hart from Regina Laudis Abbey,  
Bethlehem, CT titled ñGod is the Bigger Elvisò. 
 

SAVE THE DATES:   
Monday, January 16th Meeting, 7pm RH: St. Catherine 
Holy Land Pilgrims provide a narrative pictorial travelogue 
of their October, 2016 journey. Snow date, if necessary, 
Wednesday, January 25th. 
Thursday, February 9 Valentine-themed Wine Tasting at 
Super Cellar Warehouse Liquors, Rte. 44, Avon. ñTreat 
Yourself or Bring Your Favorite Valentineò. Details to  
follow. 
March 1stðAsh Wednesday Lenten Soup & Bread after 
evening Mass & Ashes. 
Thursday, March 23rd Speaker Program, 7pm, RH 
Simsbury native Sheila Horan, Retired FBI and Deputy  
Director of United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
Division of Child & Youth Protection. 

The Contemporary Group  
is looking for singers! Rehearsals are 

held at 4PM on Sundays before the 

5PM Mass. If interested, please  

contact Nicole Levesque by emailing 

nlevesque625@hotmail.com . 

Sacred Heart Epiphany Party and Giving Tree: 
On January 8th, Sacred Heart’s Religious Education  
Program is celebrating with an Epiphany Party for the youth 
of its parish. It is a wonderful event that celebrates the Three 
Kings with music, food and games. Sacred Heart is  
committed to engaging their children in the religious  
education program as long as possible to support them on the 
path to success. Our Parish is once again supporting Sacred 
Heart’s party. The white tree in the Atrium has gift tags with 
a child’s name and age. There are also some gift tags for 
monetary donations to purchase the food for the party. 
Please select a tag and purchase a gift for the child on the 
tag. Before January 1st, please place the wrapped gift with 
the name tag attached under the tree. We are also looking for 
volunteers to help at the party and prepare for the event. This 
is a great opportunity for service hours. If you have any 
questions or would like to volunteer, please contact Susan 
Hoffman at suedhoffman@hotmail.com or 860-716-9005 
(cell) or Bonnie Daly at dalyrc@comcast.net. We greatly 
appreciate your support and generosity. 

Please join us for a  

Christmas Open House  
 at the  

Linden House Bed & Breakfast,  

290 Hopmeadow St.  

on Sunday December 11th,  

between 1:00P.M. and 4:00P.M.  

Light refreshments will be served. Donations 

welcomed for St. Catherine of Siena Pantry 

Partners. Wishing you Christõs peace and  

goodwill this Christmas season.   

  --Myles and Julia McCabe  

mailto:nlevesque625@hotmail.com
mailto:suedhoffman@hotmail.com
mailto:dalyrc@comcast.net


End of Bulletin 
Information on this page is not printed 
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Account #  04-0523 
 
Run #   
 
Routing Code:  O 
 
Phone:  860.658.1642 
 
Fax:   888.297.3134  
 
Contact:  Lisa Cerchia 

 


