
A Parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Hartford 

The St. Catherine Parish Legacy Fund is committed to  
ensuring the long-term stability of our parish and its  
ministries.  Please consider a gift in lieu of flowers upon a 
loved one's passing as a way to ensure our community 
will thrive well into the future.   

Thirty-First  Sunday in Ordinary Time         30 October 2016 

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday  
9:00 a.m. through 2:00 p.m.  

Pastor  
The Reverend Michael Whyte, 860 658 1642  
 

PARISH STAFF 
Administrative Assistant-Parish Office  
Mrs. Lisa Cerchia  
860 658 1642 or stcathy@comcast.net  
 

Director of Religious Education  
Mrs. Kathi Bonner  
860 658 4737 or kathidre@aol.com  
 

Director of Youth Ministry  
Mrs. Judy Pluta  
860 408 9888 or judyplutaym@gmail.com  
 

Director of Music Ministry 
Mrs. Susan Zybert  
860 404 5514 or susanzybert@comcast.net  
 

Facilities Manager  
Mr. Michael Grappone, 860 658 1642  
 

Parish Council President  
Mr. Jim Peters 
860 651 3143 or jpetersjjr@gmail.com 
 

Finance Council Chairman  
Mr. Scott Muryasz  
860 693 4164 
 

Parish Legacy Fund Chairman  
Mr. Peter Pabich, 860 408 1254  
 

Parish Lay Trustees  
Mrs. Melissa Horbal, 860 651 7844 
Mr. Joseph Capozzoli, 860 352 2390 

Thanks for worshiping with us. 
If you would like to join our parish 

family, fill out a yellow membership form found 
in the vestibule or atrium and mail it to us, drop 

it in the collection basket or 
call us at 658 1642. 

 

We Welcome You to Our  
Family of Faith! 

Mass/Liturgy Schedule:  
Saturday Vigil at 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Masses at 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  
(Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day Weekend,  
NO 5:00 p.m. Sunday Mass)  
Daily Mass at 8:30 a.m., Monday through Wednesday,  
and Friday. (Yearly)  
  
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday from 4:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m.  
 Monday from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. 
 
Baptisms and Baptismal Preparation:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642  
  
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642 at least  
6 months in advance  
  
Choir Practices:  
Adult—Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.  
Youth—Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.  
Contemporary Music Group—Sundays at 4:00 p.m.  
  

Bulletin Deadline: Monday at 10:00 a.m.  
Website News: email to: 
   StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net  
  
265 Stratton Brook Road, Box 184,  
West Simsbury, Connecticut 06092  
Tel: 860 658 1642 /Fax: 888 297 3134  
Email: stcathy@comcast.net  
Website: www.stcatherine.info  

WELCOME! 
We welcome all visitors who are celebrating with us today. As is 
our custom at St. Catherine of Siena, please remain in your pew 
for the singing of the first and last verses of the recessional 
hymn. 

mailto:StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net


Religious Education News   
 The Child Lures, Think First and Stay 
Safe will be presented to Grade 3-4 on Sunday,  
Nov. 6th in the cafeteria at HJMS. Parents are invited 
to attend with their children.  
 Confirmation I & II meet again on  
Sunday, Oct. 30th. 
 Grade 4 Class Mass is Sunday, Nov. 13th 
at 5 p.m. All 4th graders are required to attend. 
Please be at the church no later than 4:30 p.m. for 
practice and please remember to bring a  
non-perishable food item for the food pantry.   

 
 
 

 

¶ Saturday, October 29th @ 5:00 pm Mass for  
 John & Doris Lyons, requested by their family; 

¶ Sunday, October 30th @ 8:00 am Mass for  
 Imelda Woods; requested by the Carello Family; 

¶ Sunday, October 30th@ 11:00 am Mass for  
 Daniel P. O’Connell, requested by Marylou Whyte;  

¶ Sunday, October 30th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for 
 Donald Thomas Neild, Jr, requested by  
 the Ruder Family; 

¶ Monday, October 31st @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  
 Ann Winters, requested by the Renew Group; 
============================================== 

Mass for All Saints Day—Holy Day of Obligation 
¶ Monday, October 31st @ 6:30 p.m. Mass for  
 Shirley Oleskewicz; 

¶ Tuesday, November 1st @ 8:30 am Mass  
 Pro Populo; 

¶ Tuesday, November 1st @ 6:30 pm Mass for  
 Anthony & Lucia Brancato,  
 requested by their family; 
============================================== 

¶ Wednesday, November 2nd @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for 
 Rev. Francis T. Kerwan; 

¶ Friday, November 4th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  
 Charles Deye, requested by his family; 

¶ Saturday, November 5th @ 5:00 pm Mass for  
 Linda Voghel, 7th anniversary,  
 requested by her family; 

¶ Sunday, November 6th @ 8:00 am Mass for  
 Susan Grenier; requested by Dolores Grenier,  
 Tom Lonergan and daughters; 

¶ Sunday, November 6th@ 11:00 am Mass for  
 Joe Longo, requested by Janet & John Fischer;  
  and, 

¶ Sunday, November 6th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for 
 Michael & Kevin MacBeth, requested by  
 Trafta O’Bryan. 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS  

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 
SENIOR HIGH YOUTH MINISTRY 

Sunday, November 6th - TWO EVENTS: 

 5:00 SHARP - SOUP FOR THE SOPHOMORES in 
the parish library!! Freshman went on retreat, and the Juniors and 
Seniors went out to dinner, so its a special pre-Youth Group 
event for the Sophomores this evening. Please join us an hour 
before Youth Group for soup and lively conversation. Please 
rsvp to Mrs. Pluta so that accurate preparations can be made. 

 6:00 pm Russell Hall. Youth Ministry meets tonight for 
an evening of fun, activity and surprise. Pizza will be served 
promptly at 6:00 pm. ( Leadership team is needed tonight for 
small group work.) 

 

TWA - Teen Weekend Away, November 11-13. Join us for the 
annual Sr High Youth Ministry Trip to Camp Washington in 
Lakeside, CT. This is a weekend of faith, fun and community 
building. Registration deadline is November 1st.  

MANY THANKS- to the parents who volunteered to transport 
and work beside our teens at the soup kitchen on Saturday: 

Mrs.Melissa Horbal, Mrs Kathleen Bessette and Mr. Richard 
Knapp. And, an additional thank you to Mrs. Cinquegrana, Mrs. 
O' Hara and Mrs. Palmberg who gave up their Sunday evening to 
work with SR High and support our Sole Project.  Youth Ministry 

LOVES our parent helpers.  Thank you !!!   
JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH MINISTRY 

 
Monday, November 7th—7:00 pm Russell Hall. Join us 
 tonight for the SOLE PROJECT. We will be using the  
collected blue jeans to prepare shoe making for children who live 
in Uganda, Africa. Please bring: a pair of material cutting scissors 
labeled with your family name. ADULT HELPERS ARE 
NEEDED TONIGHT. Please contact JudyPlutaYM@gmail.com 
if you can help.  

We will hold a Virtus Training here at St. Catherine 

on November 21st, from 6-9 p.m. in the library.  
 

 Registration for Virtus is done online by going to 
the Archdiocese of Hartford  
website (http://archdioceseofhartford.org/ and click on 
Protection of Youth tab. Then scroll to Virtus Online 
Registration. Click and then select "Archdiocese of  
Hartford". Scroll until you see the our church and date 
and register.  There are a limited number of spaces, so 
please sign up soon! 

Offertory Collection  
Weekly Collection:               $10,734.50 
    Loose Cash/Checks          $  1,433.50 
    Envelopes                          $  9,236.00 
Cathedraticum*                   -$     590.39 
School Tax*                         -$     590.39 
*Parish taxes (5.5%) paid to the Archdiocese for  
services to the parish. 
 

Repair & Refurbishmenté...$.....175.00(additional)  

World Missionsé...é..é.$3,858.76 
 

This weekend there is a second collection for the 
victims of Hurricane Matthew;  

 

Remember Your Loved Ones  
All Souls Envelopes  
For Remembrance.  

http://archdioceseofhartford.org/


   FROM FATHER MICHAEL...  

 

Repentance, Conversion, Salvation 
 Todayõs readings come to us complete with a 
theme of repentanceñand within the context of that 
theme we must ponder the òafter effectó of repentance: 
transformationñand that is what these readings are 
taking about today. 

Practically speaking, the òafter effectóñor  
consequenceñof repentance is conversion through 
our openness to Godõs free gift of salvation. It is 
through our contrition of the heart, that we are  
absolved of our sins and return to friendship with the 
Lord. This is why the Lord Jesus Christ instituted the 
seven (7) Sacraments of the Church, and handed them 
over to Peter and the apostles when He said to them: 
òAmen, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound 
in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven.ó (Matthew 18:18) It is through His Grace that we are  
forgiven and transformedñconversionñto be open to 
Godõs ways in our lives.  

Todayõs first reading from the Book of Wisdom 
sets the stage for Zacchaeusõ gospel conversion. Why 
should we care what the Book of Wisdom tells us 
about Zacchaeusõ conversion? We care because it  
illustrates Godõs love for us. In this Wisdom reading 
we hear that òcompared with God, the ôwhole universe isõ is 
like a tiny weight used on the most sensitive scales or like a single 
drop of morning dew. The Bibleõs starting point is always the 
greatness of God who, nonetheless, deigns to love and care for us 
frail creatures like a mother loves the child of her womb. In 
Godõs eyes, existence equals goodness because everything that 
God made is good. That goodness precedes any action or  
accomplishment on our part. We donõt earn worthiness; it is  
bestowed on us as an essential aspect of our existence.ó  
  (LPI, Graziano Marcheschi, MA, DMin, et al, 2016)   

In our second reading from St. Paul to the 
Thessalonians we have two longish sentences (thatõs 
St. Paul!) which donõt appear to have much of a  
Common. The first is about prayer, the second is 
about being misled by false teachings. However, as we 
recall from last weekõs second reading, St. Paul used a 
sports analogy about òfinishing the race,ó and why we 
should put the effort into finishing a race or in fighting 
a cause or standing up for a person: because it is the 
truthñif we ge behind something that is not founded on truth, 
why bother? Paul connects the two topics well, and 
leads us into a conversation about Truth and Godõs 
wordséliving our lives. Well, that is what faith is all 
about: Believe itñbecause you know it is true; Live it, 
for it is Truth; and, Share itñfor that leads to  
salvation. Once we know the Truth we must convert 

to the Truth, and that too leads to salvation. 
Todayõs Gospel gives us the familiar story of 

Zacchaeus, òwho was a chief tax collector at Jericho, 
mentioned only in the Gospel of Luke. A descendant 
of Abraham, he was an example of Jesusõ personal, 
earthly mission to bring salvation to the lost. Tax  
collectors were despised as traitors (working for the 
Roman Empire, not for their Jewish community), and 
as being corrupt.ó (Catholic Encyclopedia )  This is a  
well-known account. In the seminary there was  
always lively discussion about Zacchaeus. Who was 
the seeker and who was the pursuedñJesus or  
Zacchaeus? What would have happened if Zacchaeus 
did not climb the tree? What if he only needed to hear 
Jesusõ voice rather than see Him and size Him up? 
Was the miracle of his conversion instantaneous or 
slower, maybe over time as the òlover of soulsó called 
him closer to Christ by his heart being change or his 
conscious being challenged? 

We have already been told that God loves us 
because by being His creations we are good by His 
creationñeven before our first breath. We know from 
Christ and from the gospel accounts that the Lord 
seeks us and desires us to spend eternity with Him. 
We have been told, in Truth, that the God of all seeks 
a relationship with each of us that is built upon Truth. 
St. Paul reminds us to know the Truth. It is faith that 
gives us the grace to seek His Truths, to live them  
in-and-through our lives, and it is faith and prayer 
that leads us to repentance and conversionña change 
from the former ways of life to a newness of life, a life 
in Christ through faith lived-out. Believe it. Live it. Share 
it. May we not feel that God does not desire us nor 
wants us to know Him and His Truths. So repent and 
be converted so that Salvation will be ours. May we, 
who like Zacchaeus, are called to Christ have the 
courage to respond with the equal vigor and like this 
tax collector climb the tree to heaven. 

MANY THANKS to our Senior High Youth Ministry who 
baked and delivered 75 apple pies to area soup kitchens for their 
Thanksgiving meals. Thank you to the parent helpers who gave 
their time and energy on PIE NIGHT: Rosanne O' Hara, Amy 
Dillon, Susan Hoffman, Jeanne Carpenter, Debbie Hamil, Kathy 
Duford, Manuela Hanshaw and Mike Laiuppa. 

A Catholic Perspective for this 
Election Day: 

What Does It Mean? 
 

I would ask that we all take a few 
minutes and go to: 

http://www.oann.com/priests-urge-pro-life-
voters-turn-election-day/ 

 

This homily is tough, logical, true,  
well-expressed with compassion, and food for 

thought as we pull the levers of life. 



 
 

Upcoming Meetings/Events  

OCTOBER  

-Sun, 30thðTrunk or Treat Party, RH, 12 Noon. 

-Sun, 30thðContemporary Choir Rehearsal, MR, 4 p.m. 

-Sun, 30thðSt. Elizabeth House, Parking Lot, 3:45 p.m. 

-Sun, 30thðConfirmation I & II, all rooms, 6:00 p.m. 

-Mon, 31stðVigil Mass for All Saints Day, 6:30 p.m. 

NOVEMBER  

-Tues, 1stðHoly Day of Obligation, All Saints  Day, 
  Masses at 8:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 

-Tues, 1stðAdult Choir Rehearsal, MR, 7:30 p.m. 

-Sun, 6thðChildrenôs Liturgy of the Word, RH, 11 a.m. 

-Sun, 6thðSr. High Youth Ministry, RH, 6 p.m. 

-Mon, 7thðConfession, Church, 6 p.m. 

-Mon, 7thðRosary, Church, 7 p.m. 

-Mon, 7thðJR. High Youth Ministry, RH, 7 p.m. 

-Tues, 8thðRCIA, Library, 7 p.m. 

      -Tues, 8thðChildrenôs Choir Rehearsal, MR, 6:30 p.m. 

      -Tues, 8thðAdult Choir Rehearsal, MR, 7:30 p.m. 

      -Wed, 9thðMenôs Club, RH, 6:30 p.m. 

     -Thurs, 10thðRenew, Library, 10 a.m. 

     -Thurs, 10thðGirl Scouts, RH, 7 p.m. 

     -Fri, 11thðTeen Weekend Away (TWA) thru Sun, the 13th. 

     -Sat, 12thðLEAF RAKE, RH, 7:30 a.m. 

     -Sun, 13thðChildrenôs Liturgy of the Word, RH, 11 a.m.  

     -Sun, 13thðParish Wide ñTown Meetingò, RH, 12 Noon. 

     -Sun, 13thðConfirmation I & II, all rooms, 6 p.m. 

     -Mon, 14thðConfession, Church, 6 p.m. 

     -Mon, 14thðPrayer Shawl, RH, 7 p.m. 

     -Mon, 14thðParish Council, Library, 7 p.m. 

Social Outreach  
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but everyone should do something! 

ñCome And Follow Meò 
 

Are you following Archbishop Blair and the  

Archdiocese of Hartford on social media?  

 
@ArchbishopBlair, @ArchdioceseOfHartford 

 
Facebook.com/ArchdioceseOfHartford 

 
Also follow the Cathedral of Saint Joseph,  

the Mother Church of the Archdiocese of Hartford! 

 
 @HtfdCathedral,  @CathedralOfSaintJoseph  

 
Facebook.com/CathedralOfSaintJoseph 

LEAF RAKE ìIt is that time again to help the 

needy in our Parish as well as our community. Come 
out and join other parishioners as we rake lawns for 
those who can not.  Bring the whole family, for what 
has traditionally been a fun filled day. We are looking 
for people with rakes and blowers. The date for the leaf 
rake is November 12th at 7:30 AM in Russell Hall. 
There are sign-up sheets in the vestibules of the church 
to volunteer as well as to sign up lawns that will need to 
be raked. Please feel free to contact Bill Tagliatela with 
questions or if you would like to sign up via e-mail, 
(860)930-3322, wtagliatela@gmail.com. Lunch will be 
served after the raking is complete. Rain date will be 
November 19th. Thank you for all you do. 

PARISH-WIDE òTOWN MEETINGó 
 PUT IT ON YOUR CALENDAR! 

 On November 13th, immediately following the 
11:00 AM Mass, the Parish Council will sponsor the  
meeting in Russell Hall. At the request of Fr. Michael, the 
purpose of the meeting will be to solicit input from our 
parishioners on a series of topics that relate to the life of 
the Parish, its objectives, programs and practices.  
Parishioners will be encouraged to make comments,  
suggestions and, as well, to introduce their own topics of 
concern. Please plan to attend. Light refreshments will be 
served. The meeting should last approximately one hour.  

St. Elizabeth Houseðnext service date is, today, 
October 30th. Food needs to be ready to serve (hot 
casseroles, pre cut salad) and at the church by  
3:45 p.m. Please sign up in the atrium. Questions, 
please contact Leila Bruno at (860) 392-8585.  
Thank you! 

Catholic School News—Curious about the benefits of a  
Catholic education? St. Mary's School invites you to attend our 
Open House for Pre K-8th grade on Thursday, November 3rd, 
from 6:30 to 8:30 pm. Now accepting applications for the  
2017- 2018 school year. For questions or to RSVP please  
contact Toni Chagnon, 860-658-9412 or 
 tchagnon@stmarysimsbury.eduk12.net  

THANK YOU, thank you  for all the  
donations of blue jeans for the Youth  
Ministry Sole Project. We will not be  
collecting any more donations for these  
Africa-bound shoes. 

Pantry PartnersñNovember 19th and 20th are 

the distribution dates for Pantry Partners. We have  
partnered with Gables Brigade to bring complete Thanksgiving 
dinners to all of our Pantry Partners! This organization  
provides outreach to area organizations like SCPP to supply all 
of the food items for a family to create a nice Thanksgiving 
dinner. We are blessed to be a part of this. Please visit their 
website gablebasketbrigade.com for more information. 

Daylight Savings Time ends  
November 6th,  

please remember  
to adjust your clocks! 

mailto:wtagliatela@gmail.com
mailto:tchagnon@stmarysimsbury.eduk12.net
http://gablebasketbrigade.com


End of Bulletin 
Information on this page is not printed 

Church:  St. Catherine of Siena 
 
City:   West Simsbury, Connecticut 
 
Account #  04-0523 
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Routing Code:  O 
 
Phone:  860.658.1642 
 
Fax:   888.297.3134  
 
Contact:  Lisa Cerchia 

 


