
A Parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Hartford 

The St. Catherine Parish Legacy Fund is committed to  
ensuring the long-term stability of our parish and its  
ministries.  Please consider a gift in lieu of flowers upon a 
love one's passing as a way to ensure our community will 
thrive well into the future.   

Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time         11 September 2016 

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday  
9:00 a.m. through 2:00 p.m.  

Pastor  
The Reverend Michael Whyte, 860 658 1642  
 

PARISH STAFF 
Administrative Assistant-Parish Office  
Mrs. Lisa Cerchia  
860 658 1642 or stcathy@comcast.net  
 

Director of Religious Education  
Mrs. Kathi Bonner  
860 658 4737 or kathidre@aol.com  
 

Director of Youth Ministry  
Mrs. Judy Pluta  
860 408 9888 or judyplutaym@gmail.com  
 

Director of Music Ministry 
Mrs. Susan Zybert  
860 216 6519 or susanzybert@comcast.net  
 

Facilities Manager  
Mr. Michael Grappone, 860 658 1642  
 

Parish Council President  
Mr. Jim Peters 
860 651-3143 or jpetersjjr@gmail.com 
 

Finance Council Chairman  
Mr. Scott Muryasz  
860 693 4164 
 

Parish Legacy Fund Chairman  
Mr. Peter Pabich, 860 408 1254  
 

Parish Lay Trustees  
Mrs. Melissa Horbal, 860 651 7844 
Mr. Joseph Capozzoli, 860 352 2390 

Thanks for worshiping with us. 
If you would like to join our parish 

family, fill out a yellow membership form found 
in the vestibule or atrium and mail it to us, drop 

it in the collection basket or 
call us at 658 1642. 

 

We Welcome You to Our  
Family of Faith! 

Mass/Liturgy Schedule:  
Saturday Vigil at 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Masses at 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  
(Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day Weekend,  
NO 5:00 p.m. Sunday Mass)  
Daily Mass at 8:30 a.m., Monday through Wednesday,  
and Friday. (Yearly)  
  
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday from 4:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m.  
 Monday from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. 
 
Baptisms and Baptismal Preparation:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642  
  
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642 at least  
6 months in advance  
  
Choir Practices:  
Adult—Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.  
Youth—Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.  
Contemporary Music Group—Sundays at 4:00 p.m.  
  

Bulletin Deadline: Monday at 10:00 a.m.  
Website News: email to: 
   StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net  
  
265 Stratton Brook Road, Box 184,  
West Simsbury, Connecticut 06092  
Tel: 860 658 1642 /Fax: 888 297 3134  
Email: stcathy@comcast.net  
Website: www.stcatherine.info  

WELCOME! 
We welcome all visitors who are celebrating with us today. As is 
our custom at St. Catherine of Siena, please remain in your pew 
for the singing of the first and last verses of the recessional 
hymn. 

mailto:StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net


Religious Education News   
 
 Confirmation I Enrollment Mass is Saturday 
Vigil, September 10th with the mandatory parent  
meeting to follow. Important information and the student 
texts will be given out and discussed at this meeting.   
 Catechist Orientation and Commissioning 
Mass is Sunday, Sept. 11th, 9am in Russell Hall and 
11am Mass for all catechists and catechist aides. We are  
successful because we are supportive and attentive to our  
ministry. Our parish prays for us and supports us at this 
Mass so please attend with your families! 
 There are still several families who have not yet  
re-registered their children in the Rel Ed program. 
Please send in the form (the online process has expired) 
which is found on the website as soon as possible! 
 Religious Education classes begin next Sunday, 
September 18th! There is a mandatory parent meeting in 
the cafeteria while the children are in class. Come as you 
are, grab a cup of coffee and hear about what is planned for 
the year for both children and parents! It's going to be a 
great year.  

 
 
 
 

¶ Saturday, September 10th @ 5:00 pm Mass for  
 Henry & Eileen Geary, requested by their family; 

¶ Sunday, September 11th @ 8:00 am Mass for  
 Christine Gasparino, requested by her family;  

¶ Sunday, September 11th @ 11:00 am Mass for  
 The Religious Education Teacher Commissioning; 

¶ Sunday, September 11th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for 
 Joyce Daniels, requested by Judy & David Pluta; 

¶ Monday, September 12th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  
 Eleanor Murphy, requested by Amy & Todd Ruder, 

¶ Tuesday, September 13th @ 8:30 am Mass for  
 Rocco Carullo, birthday remembrance,  
 requested by his family; 

¶ Wednesday, September 14th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for 
 William Shea, birthday remembrance,  
 requested by his family; 

¶ Friday, September16th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  
 Ann Doe Little, birthday remembrance, 
  requested by her family;  

¶ Saturday, September 17th @ 5:00 pm Mass for  
 Marylou Sheary, requested by her family; 

¶ Sunday, September 18th @ 8:00 am Mass for  
 Tama Parrish, birthday remembrance,  
 requested by Kim Blanchard;  

¶ Sunday, September 18th @ 11:00 am Mass for  
 Colette Ostapko, 5th anniversary, 
 requested by her family; and,  

¶ Sunday, September 18th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for 
 Joyce Daniels, requested by Jim & Tina Yablonski. 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS  

Offertory Collection  
Weekly Collection:               $7,712.00 
    Loose Cash/Checks          $1,248.00 
    Envelopes                          $6,464.00 
Cathedraticum*                   -$   424.16 
School Tax*                         -$   424.16 
*Parish taxes (5.5%) paid to the Archdiocese for  
services to the parish. 
 

Repair & Refurbishmentéé$400.00 (additional). 
 

This weekendõs second collection is for  
Repair & Refurbishment.  

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 

JUNIOR AND SENIOR HIGH YOUTH MINISTRY  
 FALL 2016ðJR. and SR. YOUTH  

MINISTRY CALENDAR is now available in the atrium 
and vestibule. 

 SAVE THE DATE - Our annual Youth  

Ministry Car Wash is Sunday, September 25th, 
12:05 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. Moms and dads of teens are 
needed to help at this event to insure the safety of all. 
Please contact Judy Pluta at  

JudyPlutaYM@gmail.com.  

 
 SENIOR HIGH YOUTH MINISTRY 
 Sunday, September 11, 6:00 pm, Russell Hall- 
SENIOR High KICKOFF. Pizza will be served. Sign up 
for car wash, TWA, service projects and more. Tee shirt 
give-a-way tonight!!! Join the fun. Bring a friend. 
 

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH MINISTRY 
 Monday, September 12, 7:00 pm, Russell Hall-
JUNIOR High KICKOFF. All 7th and 8th graders are 
invited to come and "check it out." Pizza will be served. 
Sign up for car wash and fall activities. Tee shirt  

give-a-way tonight.   

Defending Our Religious Liberty  
 The Knights of Columbus presented the “Gaudium et 
Spes” Award, their highest honor, to the Little Sisters of the 
Poor for standing up for religious liberty.  The Sisters have stood 
up to the U.S government in refusing to allow it to coerce their 
community to violate their conscience and religious beliefs. Let 
us pray for them as they continue the fight to defend religious 

freedom. 

  If you haven’t done so already, please voice your  
opposition to the federal health care mandate by calling U.S. 
Secretary of Health and Human Services Sylvia Mathews  
Burwell at 202-205-5445, and your elected state representatives.  
Let them know that the mandate is in violation of our First 
Amendment right to religious freedom. 

We welcome Father Emmanuel, a 
visiting Missionary Priest, this 
weekend. He will present the  
Missionary Appeal.  
 Coffee & Donuts will be  
provided this weekend  
following the Sunday morning 
Masses. Please join us in the  
atrium.  
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   FROM FATHER MICHAEL...  

 

 The Prodigal Son, Mercy and  
Forgiveness 
 In todayõs gospel for the 24th Sunday in  
Ordinary Time Luke (15:1-32), we hear the Lord speak 
of three different stories of forgiveness. In the first two 
stories we understand that it is easy to understand 
that everyone is saddened or upset when something or 
someone of value is lost, and certainly everyone is 
filled with joy when said lost item the sheep or the 
lost coin) is foundñit is as if the òworldó is restore 
and all is right. 
 In the third Christ offers more complexity and 
deeper issues into the act of forgiveness. In this  
well-known account, the Prodigal Son, Luke enlists us 
into a story of forgiveness and mercy. 
 The title of this column implies that there is a 
difference between òmercyó and òforgiveness.ó  
Websterõs dictionary defines òMercyó as òcompassion 
or forbearance shown especially to an offender or to 
one subject to oneõs power; a blessing that is an act of 
divine favor or compassion. Websterõs defines 
òforgivenessó as òthe act of forgiving someone or  
something (I ask for your forgiveness).ó  
 In a spiritual sense, I find it helpful to consider 
òforgivesó as the act bestowed on an offender when 
theyõve acknowledge their hurtful action and ask the 
one offended to forgive them. òMercyó might be  
considered to be the act of forbearance upon one who 
hurts another and yet does not acknowledge it. Mercy 
enables us to move beyond the hurt caused by another 
whether or not they have reentered our lives and  
actually sought our forgiveness. 
 Having said that, todayõs story of the Prodigal 
Son asks us not simply to focus on the fatherõs  
mercyñor forgiveness, if the son had asked for it, or 
on the elder sonõs jealousy and anger, but rather on the 
post-debauchery behavior of the Prodigal Son. What 
we are called to consider from this story is that  
self-recognition of our wrongful actions transforms us 
and leads us down the path to forgiveness. As  
scripture scholars note about the younger sonõs  
actions, òwithout the boys awareness of the state heõd 
sunk to, without his humility to admit his errors and 
ask forgiveness, without his determination to make 
the long journey back home, the fatherõs love could not 
have reached him.ó  
 No wonder the Lord offers us humility as a  
virtue, for this virtue is the beginning of self-healing 
and of the healing of others and the building of right 
relationshipsñwith each other and with God.  

The Upcoming Year Brings Gratitude 
 As we begin the new academic year here at  
St. Catherine of Siena we see new beginnings ahead 
for our Religious Education program, our Youth  
Ministry program, our Music Ministry program with 
its choirs and special liturgies and so many more. I 
look around and see all the ministries come back into 
full swing and I see hundreds of faces of wonderful 
people who make our parish so lively. From our more 
than 60-plus religious education catechists and aides, 
to volunteers who help with the youth ministry as 
chaperones and helpers at events, to the many voices 
who enliven our liturgies and lift our prayers, to the 
folks who feed the hungry in Hartford or those who 
feed our neighbors who are recuperating from surgery 
through Comitas. Our parish comes back to life and it 
is a life that brings life to the worldñChristõs lifeñin 
many ways. 
 This massive action from so many people is a 
sign of Christ to the worldñand while we may not 
individually feel as if we are being Christ to someone 
in need nor may we feel that we are continuing His 
mission and ministry in the world around us, we are. 
Make no mistake about it, the smallest act of kindness 
such as the Sunday mornings spent teaching Christõs 
Truths to a child or young adult letting them know 
that God loves them, the making of a meal for a  
homeless person in Hartford or for a neighbor who is 
ill down the street; to the comforting voices  
connecting someone to Christ in the pewñand so 
much moreñis indeed the ongoing mission and  
ministry of Christ. In our time and place we are taking 
part in the feeding of the five thousand or the  
healing of the manõs withered hand or the welcoming 
of Zacchaeus into the fold.  

May we never forget that, especially as we  
celebrate with the whole Church the canonization of 
Saint Mother Teresa, a small act of kindness or a  
simple offering of hope may lead someone who is lost 
or forgotten back into the light of Christ and the 
knowing that God indeed loves them and desires 
them. Who knows how transformative that simple act 
may be.  

As we begin this new year together, I wish to 
thank all the many volunteers who bring this parish to 
life and make Christ present to the world in need, and 
to those who come to our parish and pray and light 
candles for someoneõs need or fund the many  
ministries that bring Godõs love and peace into reality 
for so many. Thank you! 

MANY THANKS to our Senior High Youth Ministry who 
baked and delivered 75 apple pies to area soup kitchens for their 
Thanksgiving meals. Thank you to the parent helpers who gave 
their time and energy on PIE NIGHT: Rosanne O' Hara, Amy 
Dillon, Susan Hoffman, Jeanne Carpenter, Debbie Hamil, Kathy 
Duford, Manuela Hanshaw and Mike Laiuppa. 



 
 

Upcoming Meetings/Events  

AUGUST  

SEPTEMBER  

-Sat, 10thðEnrollment Mass for Confirmation I, 5 p.m. 

-Sat, 11thðParent Meeting Confirmation I, Church, 6 p.m. 

-Sun, 11thðCatechist Orientation, RH, 9:15 a.m. 

-Sun, 11thðCommissioning Mass, 11 a.m. 

-Sun, 11thðSt. Elizabeth House, Parking lot, 3:45 p.m. 

-Sun, 11thðContemporary Choir Rehearsal, MR, 4 p.m. 

-Sun, 11thð5 p.m. Sunday Mass resumes. 

-Sun, 11thðSr. High Youth Ministry Kick-Off, RH, 6 p.m. 

-Mon, 12thðNO Confession. 

-Mon, 12thðJr. High Youth Ministry Kick-Off, RH, 7 p.m. 

-Tues, 13thðChildrenôs Choir Rehearsal, MR, 6:30 p.m. 

-Tues, 13thðAdult Choir Rehearsal, MR, 7:30 p.m. 

-Wed, 14thðMenôs Club Ministry, RH, 6:30 p.m. 

-Sat, 17thðPantry Partners, Vestibule, 9:00 a.m. 

      -Sat, 17thðFeed the Hungry. 

Social Outreach  
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but everyone should do something! 

Pantry PartnersñSeptember Pantry  
Partner distribution date is September 17th. 
Volunteers meet in the atrium at 8:45. Thank 
you for all of the donations to SCPP. It is 
with your generosity that we can meet the 
needs of our Simsbury neighbors. 

St. Elizabeth Houseðnext service date is, 
today, September 11th. Food needs to be 
ready to serve (casseroles hot, salad pre-cut) 
and at the church by 3:45 p.m. Please sign up 
in the atrium. Any questions, please contact 
Leila Bruno at (860) 392-8585. Thank you! 

Womenõs Club Ministry News 
Wednesday, September 21st, Welcome Back  
Potluck Dinner & Opening Meeting, 7pm  
Russell HallðMeet your new Women’s Club 
Leadership Team, preview our upcoming  
Calendar of Events, and enjoy your evening’s 
dinner with friends old & new, sampling a tasty 
menu of each other’s home cookin’.  Sign-up 
sheets will be available after Labor Day in the 
Atrium and on-line, so give some thought to your 
“category” (apps, sides, entrée, dessert).   

SAVE THE DATE!!!!! 
YOUTH MINISTRY CAR WASH 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25th 

12:00 – 2:30 p.m.,  
At St. Catherine Parking Lot. 

Housing Needed for Refugee Families 
 Catholic Charities is in urgent need of large, 
affordable, multi-bedroom apartments for refugee  
families arriving in the very near future in the Greater 
Hartford Area. Some of the families are as large as 
ten members.  It is also helpful if the apartments are  
situated near public transportation routes.  These 
would be paid rentals with a lease period of one year 
with the option to renew. 
 If you know of an apartment that meets these 
criteria, please contact Mr. Jama Ahmed, Assistant 
Director of Migration, Refugee and Immigration  
Services at 860-248-5850 or email 
jahmed@ccaoh.org, or Ms. Alyce Menald, Admin. 
Asst, at 860-240-5661 or email amenald@ccaoh.org.       

The Farmington Valley VNA flu 
vaccination clinic is scheduled for 
Wednesday, October 19th, in  
Russell Hall from 5-7 PM.  
Quadrivalent vaccine will be  

administered this season. More information  
regarding scheduling will follow.   

Menõs Club Ministry Kick Off Meeting 
will be September 14th, 6:30 p.m. All 
men are welcome to attend to learn about the  
activities of the ministry for 2016-2017 and the plans 
for the coming year. All dues paying members will 
receive a raffle ticket to win two tickets to a West 
Point Football Game. Burgers/Dogs & beverages will 
be served. Please RSVP to Steve Cerchia at  
scerchia@comcast.net so we can have a headcount.  

 

LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU! 

mailto:jahmed@ccaoh.org


End of Bulletin 
Information on this page is not printed 
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