
A Parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Hartford 

The St. Catherine Parish Legacy Fund is committed to  
ensuring the long-term stability of our parish and its  
ministries.  Please consider a gift in lieu of flowers upon a 
love one's passing as a way to ensure our community will 
thrive well into the future.   

Fourth Sunday of Advent                                 20  December 2015 

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday  
9:00 a.m. through 2:00 p.m.  

Pastor  
The Reverend Michael Whyte, 860 658 1642  
 

PARISH STAFF 
Administrative Assistant-Parish Office  
Mrs. Lisa Cerchia  
860 658 1642 or stcathy@comcast.net  
 

Director of Religious Education  
Mrs. Kathi Bonner  
860 658 4737 or kathidre@aol.com  
 

Director of Youth Ministry  
Mrs. Judy Pluta  
860 408 9888 or judyplutaym@gmail.com  
 

Coordinator, Young Adult Group 
Mrs. Sandi Smith 
860-392-9789 or sandismithyya@gmail.com 
 

Music Director  
Mrs. Susan Zybert  
860 216 6519 or susanzybert@comcast.net  
 

Facilities Manager  
Mr. Michael Grappone, 860 658 1642  
 

Parish Council President  
Mr. Jim Peters 
860 651-3143 or jpetersjjr@gmail.com 
 

Finance Council Chairman  
Mr. Scott Muryasz  
860 693 4164 
 

Parish Legacy Fund Chairman  
Mr. Peter Pabich, 860 408 1254  
 

Parish Lay Trustees  
Mrs. Melissa Horbal, (860)651-7844 
Mr. Joseph Capozzoli, (860)352-2390 

Thanks for worshiping with us. 

If you would like to join our parish 

family, fill out a yellow membership form found 

in the vestibule or atrium and mail it to us, drop 

it in the collection basket or 

call us at 658 1642. 

Mass/Liturgy Schedule:  
Saturday Vigil at 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Masses at 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  
(Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day Weekend,  
NO 5:00 p.m. Sunday Mass)  
Daily Mass at 8:30 a.m., Monday through Wednesday,  
and Friday. (Yearly)  
  
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday from 4:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m.  
 Monday from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. 
 
Baptisms and Baptismal Preparation:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642  
  
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642 at least  
6 months in advance  
  
Choir Practices:  
Adult—Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.  
Youth—Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.  
Contemporary Music Group—Sundays at 4:00 p.m.  
  

Bulletin Deadline: Monday at 10:00 a.m.  
Website News: email to: 
   StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net  
  
265 Stratton Brook Road, Box 184,  
West Simsbury, Connecticut 06092  
Tel: 860 658 1642 /Fax: 888 297 3134  
Email: stcathy@comcast.net  
Website: www.stcatherine.info  

WELCOME! 
We welcome all visitors who are celebrating with us today. As is 

our custom at St. Catherine of Siena, please remain in your pew 

for the singing of the first and last verses of the recessional 

hymn. 

mailto:StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net


Religious Education News   
 

NO REL ED CLASSES next Sunday,  
December 27th. All classes, K-10 resume  

on January 3rd. 
 

Confirmation I & II meet on  
Sunday, January 3rd. 

 
Grade 8 CLASS MASS is Sunday,  

January 10th at 5pm. All 8th Graders  
are expected to attend this Mass. 

 
 
 
 

 Saturday, December 19th @ 5:00 pm Mass for Kathie 

 Kowalczyk, requested by her family; 

 Sunday, December 20th @ 8:00 am Mass for Special  

 Intention;, requested by Dave Balboni; 

 Sunday, December 20th @ 11:00 am Mass for Jim Neagle, 

 2nd anniversary, requested by his family; 

 Sunday, December 20th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for Sophie & 

 Arthur Winters, requested by Barb & Dick Hopkins; 

 Monday, December 21st @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for Elizabeth & 

 John Gaiser, requested by Barbara & Ben  

 Nascimbeni, 

 Tuesday, December 22nd @ 8:30 am Mass for  

 Joan Clifford, requested by the Dempsey Family; 

 Wednesday, December 23rd @ 8:30 am Mass for  

 Joseph Burke, 19th anniversary & Mary Louise Burke, 

 birthday blessings, requested by their family; 

***************************************************** 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
 

 Thursday, December 24th @ 4:00 p.m. Mass for Georgette 

 E. Maietta, requested by Donna & Jimmy Thomas;  

 Thursday, December 24th @ 6:30 p.m. Mass for Peter 

 Hayes, requested by Claire Hayes; 

 Thursday, December 24th @ 10:00 p.m. Mass Pro Populo; 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

 Friday, December 25th @ 10:00 am Mass for Josephine & 

 Peter Pac, Jean & Gilbert Hatch, requested by Patricia 

 & Gilbert Hatch; 

***************************************************** 

 Saturday, December 26th @ 5:00 pm Mass for Anthony & 

 Lucia Brancato, requested by their family; 

 Sunday, December 27th @ 8:00 am Mass for Audrey 

 Volpe, requested by Max & Dottie O’Meara; 

 Sunday, December 27th @ 11:00 am Mass for Baby B,   

 requested by family; and, 

 Sunday, December 27th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for Special  

 Intention. 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 

Offertory Collection 
Weekly Collection:               $10,739.49 
    Loose Cash/Checks           $ 1,138.50 
    Envelopes                           $ 9,600.99 
Cathedraticum*                    -$     590.69 
School Tax*                           -$     590.69 

*Parish taxes (5.5%) paid to the Archdiocese for services to 
the parish. 
 

Retired Religious…..………$4,405.00 

 
Christmas Flowers………...$140.00 (additional) 
 
Repair & Refurbishment    $150.00(additional) 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
  
Thank you to all our parish teens 
who have participated in Youth  
Ministry this fall. Together we have 
raised over $5000 to fund the Feed 
the Hungry program, collected  
hundreds of  mittens for the  
homeless, traveled to Hartford to 
cook and serve in the soup kitchen, 
enjoyed each others company on our 
Teen Weekend Away, baked 75 pies 
for area soup kitchens and sewed 
quilts for the homeless. Our parish is 
proud of  your enthusiasm and  
energy. Have a wonderful Christmas 
break with family and friends. Youth 
Ministry resumes in January. It is 
never to late to join us for the first 
time.  

(Senior High resumes Sunday,  
January 10th and Junior High  

resumes Sunday, January 11th. )  
 

Merry Christmas  
and Happy New Year! 



   FROM FATHER MICHAEL...  

 

Jubilee Year of Mercy 
 In this most Merciful year—from 8 December 2015 
through 22 November 2016—Pope Francis wants the Catholic 
Church to highlight the essence of our lived-out Catholic faith, 
which is mercy and forgiveness combined with compassion and 
hope, to show the world what it means to be a disciple of Jesus 
Christ. This “showing” of our Christ-like way is meant not only 
in a theological or abstract way, but also in a very practical 
way—a day-in, day-out sort of way—that will change a person’s 
life or daily existence in a meaningful way, so that they feel the 
presence and power of Christ in and through others. As the priest 
celebrant prays in Eucharistic Prayer II, “thank You for counting us 
worthy to be in Your presence and minister to You.” We minister to our 
Father in heaven by being present to those in need in our midst. 
We touch the face of the invisible God when we wipe the face, 
feed the stomach, comfort the sorrowful or educate the ignorant 
to the Truth here on earth.  
 In this Jubilee Year we will illustrate mercy through 
both the Corporal (bodily) and Spiritual (faith) Works of Mercy 
as noted in the Catechism of the Catholic Church. This is best 
illustrated in how the world views the action of the Church. Most 
people, even non-believers, view the Church as one who cares for 
the poor, the lonely and the sick. They view our Church active in 
corporal works of mercy in homeless and food shelters, in  
building and running hospitals, in the Knights of Columbus and 
the Knights of Malta by caring for the downtrodden and sick, in 
elementary and high school education, in colleges and  
universities, in day care for the elderly, in caring for the unborn, 
and more. In spiritual works of mercy, the Church is seen in 
counseling, in visiting the sick in hospitals, nursing homes and 
the homebound; in burying the dead and leading others to the 
Truth of Christ through Church teachings, religious education 
and adult faith formation and much, much more. And all these 
things happen not in Rome alone but right here in West  
Simsbury and in every parish across the Catholic world.   
 Here at St. Catherine of Siena over the next few months 
we will highlight all that is done to bring corporal and spiritual 
works of mercy to life, illustrating how your fellow parishioners 
continue the mission and ministry of Christ Himself in our  
community. If you simply look at the first page of this bulletin, 
note all that our Youth Ministry has done just in the fall semester 
here in the West Simsbury area. It is amazing! Then consider 
how many volunteers teach and proclaim the Catholic faith to 
our children—your children—so that they have hope in God who 
loves them beyond all telling, forming them into the people God 
created them to be: more than 64 catechist, Confirmation  
teachers and assistants each weekend teach religious education 
along with 7 volunteer helpers. Also amazing! I thank them all in 
this Season of Giving for all that they do to help give faith in God 
to your children and families. We are blessed.  

 

Jubilee Fast Facts   
Pope Francis Proclaims a Jubilee On April 11, 2015, Divine Mercy 
Sunday, Pope Francis proclaimed that the Church would  
celebrate an extraordinary Jubilee. The Jubilee Year of Mercy will 
commence Tuesday, December 8, 2015 – the Solemnity of the  
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  It will  
conclude on November 20, 2016 – the Solemnity of Our Lord  
Jesus Christ, the King of the Universe.   

The Roman Catholic Church has commemorated Jubilees 
every 25 or 50 years since the 13th century.  The last  

        Jubilee Year occurred in the year 2000, and the last  
       extraordinary Jubilee occurred in 1983.   
Pope Francis surprised the worldwide Church with this 

announcement through an official proclamation called 
the Bull of Indication of the Extraordinary Jubilee of 
Mercy, Misericordiae Vultus (the face of mercy).   

The theme of the Jubilee is Mercy.  Pope Francis invites each 
and every one of us to “constantly contemplate the  

        mystery of mercy.” (Misericordiae Vultus, 2)  He invites 
every member of the Church, young and old, to join in 
this spiritual journey into the heart of mercy. 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 This is the last Sunday of Advent, the month-long  
preparation for the Christmas celebration of the Incarnation of 
Christ—God into humanity. Let us ask ourselves, how did we use 
this time of preparation so as to prepare our hearts as a home for Christ? 
Soon it will become even more hectic and crazy, leaving very  
little time to think about the religious aspect of Christmas as we 
put up the tree, finish the shopping, and begin (I am way behind) 
the wrapping.  
 But let’s take a minute or two and consider something 
about our God and the readings this weekend. The Prophet 
Micha in the first reading tells us in the very last sentence that 
our Savior Shall be peace. Not that He will be similar to or a form of 
peace, but that He shall BE peace itself. In Hebrews, our second 
reading, we know that Christ removes the law’s requirement of 
sin offerings and sacrifices and replaces them with the offering of 
“I come to do your will.” Service—humble service—is the  
hallmark of our Savior—and the end result of what our active 
faith asks of His disciples—us.  In Luke’s Gospel, we hear of this 
humility again. God works quietly and in unique people and 
places to bring about His Divine Plan. Mary is from a “no-place” 
Nazareth. Remember Nathaniel’s comment about Nazareth: Does 
anything good come from Nazareth? Jesus, the Son of God, shall be 
born in the back-of-beyond—in Bethlehem. From this out-of-the
-way place, God will raise up for us a mighty Savior. Mary travels 
in haste to the hill country of Juda to help and assist her cousin 
who is pregnant and in need, putting herself in danger and first 
and foremost at the needs of another. Humility! 
 The message of the Christmas season, amid all the glitz 
and glamour of the season—with shopping and finery, with  
parties and festive meals, with decoration and bright lights—is 
all about humility. In humble places (Nazareth and Bethlehem), 
in humble people (a young Mary), and in humble gestures (Mary 
assisting Elizabeth, the kingly birth in a stable) God shows His 
power and might, His plan and His Love.  Weather we have a 
warm and finely decorated home, a bright tree and a festive  
table—or not—the message is identical for each person on earth: 
God loves you. God came among us for our eternal benefit, not for 
His. God will never abandon you. God desires you in His  
unending life. This can and will be accomplished by His Grace 
and with our action—humble service in humble places aimed at 
humble people. Humility—a Christmas present of which we can 
all accept and employ.  
 
 

MANY THANKS to our Senior High Youth Ministry who 

baked and delivered 75 apple pies to area soup kitchens for their 

Thanksgiving meals. Thank you to the parent helpers who gave 

their time and energy on PIE NIGHT: Rosanne O' Hara, Amy 

Dillon, Susan Hoffman, Jeanne Carpenter, Debbie Hamil, Kathy 

Duford, Manuela Hanshaw and Mike Laiuppa. 



 

 

Upcoming Meetings/Events 

DECEMBER 

-Sun, 20th—Children’s Liturgy of the Word, RH, 11 a.m. 

-Sun, 20th—St. Elizabeth House, parking lot, 3:45 p.m. 

-Sun, 20th—Contemporary Choir, MR, 4 p.m. 

-Sun, 20th—Confirmation 1 & 2, 6 p.m. 

-Mon, 21st—Mass at McLean, 11 a.m. 

-Mon, 21st—Confession, Church, 6 p.m. 

-Mon, 21st—Contemporary Choir, MR, 7 p.m. 

-Tues, 22nd—Children’s Choir, MR, 6:30 p.m. 

-Tues, 22nd—RCIA, Library, 7 p.m. 

-Tues, 22nd—Adult Choir, MR, 7:30 p.m. 

-Thurs, 24th—CHRISTMAS EVE 

 Masses at 4:00, 6:30 & 10:00 p.m. 

-Fri, 25th—CHRISTMAS DAY, Mass at 10:00 a.m. 

-Sat/Sun—Regular Weekend Schedule for Masses 

-Mon, 28th—Confession, Church, 6 p.m. 

Thurs, 31st—NEW YEAR’S EVE, Mass at 6:00 p.m. 

January 

        -Fri, 1st—NEW YEAR’S DAY, Mass at 10 a.m. 

Social Outreach 
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but everyone should do something! 

Pantry Partners—Thank you to all of the  

volunteers who assisted in the December distribution. 

We are mindful of the message of this Jubilee Year from 

Pope Francis encouraging us to engage in corporal acts 

of Mercy. The mission of St. Catherine Pantry Partners 

is to address food insecurities among our Simsbury  

neighbors, and with your generous support we are able 

to assist many families and individuals every month. 

Women’s Club Ministry  
  

 “Heavenly Hosts” Cookbooks 

almost SOLD OUT! Thanks to your  

enthusiastic response, we have placed an 
order for a second printing and it has arrived! 
Stop by the atrium after all the Masses this 
weekend and pick up your copy(ies)! $25 for 
individual copies; quantity discount for 3 or 
more cookbooks, $20 a piece. Questions, 
please email Rosemary Clarke at 
rchad.clarke@gmail.com. . 

Sacred Heart Epiphany Party 

and Giving Tree: On January 9th,  

Sacred Heart’s Religious Education  

Program is holding an Epiphany Party for 

the youth of its parish. It is a wonderful 

event that celebrates the Three Kings with 

music, food and games. Sacred Heart is committed to  

engaging their children in the religious education  

program as long as possible to support them on the path to 

success. Our Parish is once again supporting Sacred 

Heart’s party. The white tree in the Atrium has gift tags 

with a child’s name and age. There are also some gift tags 

for monetary donations to purchase the food for the party. 

Please select a tag and purchase a gift for the child on the 

tag. Before January 1st, please place the wrapped gift 

with the name tag attached under the tree. We are also 

looking for volunteers to help at the party and preparing 

for the event. This is a great opportunity for service hours. 

If you have any questions or would like to volunteer, 

please contact Susan Hoffman at  

suedhoffman@hotmail.com or 860-716-9005 (cell) or 

Bonnie Daly at dalyrc@comcast.net. We greatly  

appreciate your support and generosity. 

The 2015 St. Catherine of Siena 

Parish Directories have arrived! 
Copies have been reserved for all parish  

families who either had their pictures taken 

for the Parish Directory by Lifetouch or 

who submitted pictures for inclusion in the 

Parish Directory. The reserved Parish  

Directories will be available for pick-up 

after all weekend Masses. You can find 

your copy of the Parish Directory on the tables which will 

be set up set up in the Church Vestibule. If you have any 

questions, please contact Jim Peters at 860-651-3143 or 

via email at jpetersjjr@gmail.com. 

St. Elizabeth House—next service date 
is today, Sunday, December 20th. Food 
needs to be ready to serve (casseroles hot, 
salad pre-cut) and at the church by  
3:45 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 20th. Please 

sign up in the atrium. Any questions, please contact  
Leila Bruno at (860) 392-8585. Thank you! 

Christmas Advent Giving Project—It’s not too late 

to make a donation to our Advent Giving Project; we are  
collecting for 3 groups:  Malta House of Care, Neighbors in 
Need and The Saint Catherine Legacy Fund. Please take an 
envelope off one of the green Christmas trees in the  
atrium or vestibule. You can return the envelope by mail, 
in the collection basket during Mass or at the Parish Office 
in the mail box.  Thank you for your generosity. 

mailto:rchad.clarke@gmail.com
mailto:suedhoffman@hotmail.com
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End of Bulletin 

Information on this page is not printed 

Church:  St. Catherine of Siena 

 

City:   West Simsbury, Connecticut 
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Fax:   888.297.3134  
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