
A Parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Hartford 

The St. Catherine Parish Legacy Fund is committed to 

ensuring the long-term stability of our parish and its min-

istries.  Please consider a gift in lieu of flowers upon a 

love one's passing as a way to ensure our community will 

thrive well into the future.   

The Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 3 August 2014 

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday  
9:00 a.m. through 2:00 p.m.  

Pastor  
The Reverend Michael Whyte  
860 658 1642  
 

PARISH STAFF 
Administrative Assistant-Parish Office  
Mrs. Lisa Cerchia  
860 658 1642 or stcathy@comcast.net  
 
Director of Religious Education  
Mrs. Kathi Bonner  
860 658 4737 or kathidre@aol.com  
 
Director of Youth Ministry  
Mrs. Judy Pluta  
860 408 9888 or judyplutaym@gmail.com  
 
Music Director  
Mrs. Susan Zybert  
860 216 6519 or susanzybert@comcast.net  
 
Facilities Manager  
Mr. Michael Grappone  
860 658 1642  
 
Parish Council President  
Mr. Tom Tanski 
860 658 4430 
 
Finance Council Chairman  
Mr. Scott Muryasz  
860 693 4164  
 
Parish Legacy Fund Chairman  
Mr. Peter Pabich  
860 408 1254  
 
Parish Lay Trustees  
Mrs. Melissa Horbal, (860)651-7844 
Mr. Joseph Capozzoli, (860)352-2390 

Thanks for worshiping with us. 

If you would like to join our parish 

family, fill out a yellow membership form found 

in the vestibule or atrium and mail it to us, drop 

it in the collection basket or 

call us at 658 1642. 

Mass/Liturgy Schedule:  
Saturday Vigil at 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Masses at 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  
(Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day Weekend,  
NO 5:00 p.m. Sunday Mass)  
Daily Mass at 8:30 a.m., Monday through Wednesday,  
and Friday. (Yearly)  
  
Sacrament of Reconciliation: For the summer: 
Saturday from 4:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m.  
Monday from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m.  
  
Baptisms and Baptismal Preparation:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642  
  
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642 at least  
6 months in advance  
  
Choir Practices:  
Adult—Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.  
Youth—Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.  
Contemporary Music Group—Thursdays prior to  
1st & 3rd Saturday of the Month at 7:00 p.m.  
  

Bulletin Deadline: Monday at 10:00 a.m.  
Website News: email to: 
   StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net  
  
265 Stratton Brook Road, Box 184,  
West Simsbury, Connecticut 06092  
Tel: 860 658 1642 /Fax: 888 297 3134  
Email: stcathy@comcast.net  
Website: www.stcatherine.info  

WELCOME! 
We welcome all visitors who are celebrating with us today. As is 

our custom at St. Catherine of Siena, please remain in your pew 

for the singing of the first and last verses of the recessional 

hymn. 

mailto:StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net


Religious Education News   

 An email has been sent to all Religious  
Education families for re-registration. Re-registration 
can be done online through that email, or by  

downloading the form from our website. NEW  

children to our program (even siblings of presently  

registered children) cannot be done online and must 

be done on the Blue Registration Form for new children 
found in the vestibule and atrium.  

 We are accepting late registrations for 
our 2014-2015 Religious Education classes with 
a late fee per family.  
 If you have not yet registered, please do so  
immediately so we have enough classrooms and  
materials for each child for the first day of classes. 
Thank you. 
 There are a few opportunities for catechists 
for the 2014-2015 year beginning in September: 
Grade 6.  
 We have an outstanding curriculum, terrific  
children, a supportive community and infinite rewards 
in our innovative RE program. Join us! You know 
you've been thinking about it....now is the time to call 
Kathi Bonner, 658.4737 or email for more information: 
Kathidre@aol.com. 

 
 
 

 Saturday, August 2nd @ 5:00 pm Mass for  
 Dolores Faltys, requested by Barbara Hirsch; 

 Sunday, August 3rd @ 8:00 am Mass for 
 Stanley Burk, requested by his wife & family;  

 Sunday, August 3rd @ 11:00 am Mass for  
 Kathleen McCabe, requested by Barbara &  
 Dick Hopkins; 

 Monday, August 4th @ 8:30 am Mass for  
 Anthony Hicks; 

 Tuesday, August 5th @ 8:30 am Mass for  
 Rev. James B. Gunnoud; 

 Wednesday, August 6th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  
 Anthony Rodi,  requested by his sister, Mary; 

 Friday, August 8th @ 8:30 am Mass for  
 Margaret Libera, 100th birthday remembrance, 
 requested by her family; 

 Saturday, August 9th @ 5:00 pm Mass for  
 Dolores Faltys, requested by her family; 

 Sunday, August 10th @ 8:00 am Mass for  
 Ariel Guitian, birthday remembrance, requested 
 by his family; and; 

 Sunday, August 10th @ 11:00 am Mass for  
 Kathleen McCabe, requested by Terri Hollis. 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 

Offertory Collection 

Weekly Collection:                $9,675.68 
    Loose Cash/Checks            $1,035.68 
    Envelopes                             $8,640.00 
Cathedraticum*                      -$  532.16 
School Tax*                            -$  532.16 
*Parish taxes (5.5%) paid to the Archdiocese  
for services to the parish. 
 

Repair & Refurbishment $30.00 (additional). 
—————————————————————- 

 

 Please welcome Fr. Michael  

Shanahan, ss.cc., who will be speaking to us 

on behalf of the missions his community  

services in some thirty-eight countries  

including Japan, India, Indonesia, Tonga the 

Philippines and Mexico. We ask you to be as 

generous as possible in the second collection 

that will be taken up for this purpose. If you 

would like to learn more about the  

community, visit their website at 

www.sscc.org. 

 
This weekend’s second collection is  

for the Mission. 

Stay Informed and Up-to-Date—For all the 

information about parish liturgical and spiritual 
events, social activities, Religious Ed and Youth 
Group info as well as future calendar happen-
ings. Your best source is our Parish Website, 

www.stcatherine.info. Like us on 
our Facebook page,  
St. Catherine of Siena,  
West Simsbury, CT. 

SENIOR AND JUNIOR HIGH 
YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 

 HAPPY SUMMER—SAVE THE DATE— 

KICKOFF for the 2014-2015 season will be on 

Sunday, September 7th for teens in grades 9-12 

and Monday September 8th for teens in grades  

7 and 8. More information will follow in  

August. Have a safe and relaxing summer! 

mailto:Kathidre@aol.com
http://www.stcatherine.info


   FROM FATHER MICHAEL...  

 

 

 

The following article was written by The Reverend 
Robert Barron, a Catholic priest and rector of  

Mundelein Seminary and well-known producer of  
The Word on Fire Catholic educational series. 

 

The Attack on Christians in the Middle East  

By Rev. Robert Barron  
“Though you would never guess it from the paucity of 

coverage in the major news media, there is a fierce persecution of 
Christians going on in the Middle East. In Egypt, convents and 
churches are being burned to the ground and Copts, members of 
one of the most ancient Christian communities, are being routinely 
harassed, tortured, and arrested. In Iraq, the ISIS group, hoping to 
re-establish a “caliphate” across the northern sector of the Middle 
East, is brutally persecuting Christians. Just recently, an ultimatum 
was issued in Mosul, where Christians have been living for over 
1,600 years that believers in Jesus have to pay a stiff fine, leave 
the country, or be put to death. And the sheer shock of these  
extreme instances can allow us to overlook the fact that in Saudi 
Arabia Christians are not permitted to build churches or to practice 
their faith publicly in any way.  

Moreover, Muslim persecution of Christianity is not  
limited to the Middle East. Islamist radicals have been attacking 
Christians in Indonesia, India, and Philippines for quite some 
time. And perhaps the most extreme examples of this  
persecution are the attacks launched by the Islamist group Boko  
Haram in Nigeria. This terrorist sect has burned churches,  
wantonly killed innocent Christians at worship, and most recently, 
kidnapped hundreds of Christian girls whose crime was attending 
school.  

It is easy enough to condemn these actions as deeply 
inhumane, but I would like to press the critique a bit further,  
drawing attention to the work of Pope Francis’s two immediate 
predecessors. Pope John Paul II was the most vocal defender of 
human rights in the 20th century. Across the world and in  
hundreds of different venues, he insisted that the respect for  
fundamental human rights must be the key to a just political  
order. And of all the human rights—to life, liberty, a just wage, 
access to the ballot—the most basic, he taught, was the right to 
religious freedom. This is because the spiritual aspiration of the 
human heart is what defines us as human beings. The violation of 
that most sacred of “spaces” is, therefore, the most offensive, the 
most heinous and de-humanizing. To use the threat of force to 
compel someone to change his religious beliefs—which we are 
regularly seeing in the Middle East—is not only criminal but  
wicked.  
 It is also deeply irrational—a point made by Pope  
Benedict XVI in his address at the University of Regensburg in 
September of 2006. In that controversial speech, Pope Benedict 
drew attention to a little-known dialogue between the 14th-century 
Byzantine emperor Manuel II Paleologus and a Muslim  
interlocutor. The Emperor pointed out that the idea of spreading 
the faith through violent conquest, which is recommended in the 
Qur’an, is supremely irrational, and the reasons he gives  
anticipate John Paul II by six centuries. Faith is a function, not of 
the body, but of the soul, and therefore coercion through bodily 
persecution cannot even in principle awaken authentic faith. One 
must, instead, be skilled in arguments that would appeal to the 
mind: “to convince a reasonable soul, one does not need a strong 
arm, or weapons of any kind, or any other means of threatening a 
person with death.” In a word, the idea of the holy war is not syn 
logon (according to the word or reason). And here is the decisive 
point: what is unreasonable is out of step with God’s own nature,  

since God, on the Christian reading, is identified with Logos: “In 
the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God.”    
 However, in Muslim teaching, Allah’s nature is so  
transcendent that it goes beyond any and all categories, including 
that of reason. Pope Benedict cites the noted French Islamic 
scholar R. Arnaldez, who points out that Allah is not even bound 
by his own word, so that if he so chose, he could recommend  
idolatry as morally praiseworthy. This elevation of the divine will 
over the divine mind, called “voluntarism” in the West, is, for  
Benedict, the source of enormous confusion and mischief. Most 
notably and dangerously, it opens the door to the idea of divinely 
sanctioned violence. Now I fully realize that many Christians over 
the centuries have done terrible things in the name of God and 
that the overwhelming majority of Muslims are peaceful and  
non-violent. But I think it is clear that when Christians act in such a 
way, they are unequivocally at odds with their own conception of 
God. Is the same true of Muslims? I am still waiting for a c 
ompelling answer from the Muslim camp to the question posed 
eight years ago by Pope Benedict. At the time, of course, Islamist 
radicals responded by killing a number of innocent Christians –
 certainly a curious way of refuting the notion that divine-
ly sanctioned violence is irrational! 

In the meantime, I believe that all people of good will 
ought to pray for both the victims and their persecutors, for the 
best way to honor God is through an act of compassion. The same 
God who is identified with Logos is, according to the first letter of 
John, also identified with Love.”    
    22 July 2014, National Review  

 
 
 

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
In our weekend readings we hear of the “pity,” and the 

concern for our “nourishment, both physically and spiritually,” and 
also we hear of the “Love” that God has for us that is so powerful 
and firm that nothing on earth can separate us from that Love—
nothing—except for our freely made choices. 

Our God is a God who is both divinely rational and  
divinely committed to us—it is as the reading states, an  
eternal covenant that the Lord will renew with us. A covenant is so 
much more than an agreement or a contract—both of which  
can be broken or amended; but His Covenant is the solemn  
promise of the Word made flesh, the Word that has dwelt among 
us and has come to us with an everlasting source of  
compassion, hope, forgiveness and love. His Word is an  
indwelling of Himself, come to seek us and to save His creatures, 
leading us to His Truth. 

What is it that God desires of us? What is it that might 
separate us from the Love of God, which is His Grace? The an-
swer is both simple and powerfully scary at the same time—it is 
our response to His constant, unbroken desire to seek us. We are 
the only ones—by our free will and fee choices—that can separate 
us from God. After all, Sacred Scripture tells us that and this is the 
will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he 
has given me, but raise it up on the last day. (John 6:39)  

As we listen to the feeding account of the many with just 
a few fish and a few loaves of bread, let us look at this Gospel 
account not as an act of God’s generosity, but rather as His Divine 
Love being made present in and through us—His disciples. Notice 
that the disciples do not feed the massive crowds but rather bring 
what they have (their gifts) and then Christ takes them, breaks 
them, and blesses them—transforming them (and us) by His  
power to make His Will accomplished in the world. You have been 
made a partner, albeit a junior partner, with God to make His plan 
of salvation comes into being. Disciples—go to work! 

http://www.nationalreview.com/corner/383353/attack-christians-middle-east-rev-robert-barron
http://www.nationalreview.com/author/rev-robert-barron


 

 

Upcoming Meetings/Events 

August 

-Wed, 6th—Joint Strategic Planning Meeting 
 for Finance Council and Legacy Fund,  
 Library, 7 p.m. 
-Sat, 16th—Pantry Partners, Vestibule, 9:30 a.m. 
-Sun, 20th—Youth Ministry Leadership Team,  
  Library, 8 p.m. 
-Sat, 23rd—Feed the Hungry 
-Sat, 23rd—Picnic in the Park, 11:30 a.m. 
-Mon, 25th—Welcome Committee, Library,  
  7 p.m. 

Defending Our Religious Liberty 
 The Connecticut Catholic Conference notes 

that, since 1919, the Catholic Church has been a 

longstanding advocate of universal, accessible and 

life-affirming health care.  However, the HHS  

mandate of the Affordable Care Act harshly  

penalizes those employers who do not provide  

abortions and other contraception coverage for their 

employees. In its decision, the Supreme Court clearly 

reaffirms that freedom of religion is a basic  

fundamental right under our Constitution.  

 If you haven’t done so already, please voice 

your opposition to the mandate by calling President 

Obama at the White House at 202-456-1111 or U.S. 

Secretary of Health and Human Services Sylvia 

Mathews Burwell at 202-205-5445. Let them know 

that the mandate is in violation of our First  

Amendment right to religious freedom. Social Outreach 
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but everyone should do something! 

Pantry Partners—SCPP August distribution is 

August 16 in the vestibule. Orders must be turned in by 

August 9. We encourage you to pick up a menu/order 

form from the vestibule or the atrium. Consider ordering 

for your family or someone you know. The gift of food 

is nourishment for the body and the soul! Donations are 

always welcome. 

Catholic Biblical School has  

openings for Enrollment for the fall!  
Have you ever wondered about what is actually in 
the Bible, what is said, and what it all means? The 
Catholic Biblical School, offered by the  
Archdiocese of Hartford, provides an opportunity 
for adults to come to know, love and live scripture 
though an in-depth Bible study from the Catholic 
perspective. Brochures are available in the atrium. 
Or, feel free to contact one of our parishioners 
who has graduated from CBS in recent years for 
more information: Jay Pershing.  
jpmoncha@sbcglobal.net,  
Lou Daniels, awdaniels56@comcast.net or  
Kathi Bonner, Kathidre@aol.com. Please check 
out CBS website at www.orehartford.org/cbbs.htm 
or call BJ at the Catholic Biblical School, 

243.9565. Scripture will change your life,  
if you let it. 

Anniversary Sunday Celebration for all  

couples celebrating their 25th, 50th, 60th or any 

other special wedding anniversary this year are 

invited.  Archbishop Blair will be the main  

celebrant. Mass will include a renewal of vows, 

followed by a simple reception and an opportunity 

for a photo with the Archbishop.  Family  

members and friends are encouraged to attend. 

Please call the parish , 658-1642, to respond to 

this invitation.  

10th Annual Ben Nascimbeni, 

Jr. Memorial Golf Classic  
at Simsbury Farms, Friday August 

22nd, 11:30 a.m. Shotgun Start/

Scramble Format. To download a  

brochure or make a donation please go 

to.nascimbeni.kintera.org. For questions please 

contact Ben Nascimbeni @ 860-658-9372 or email 

him at bbnascimbeni@sbcglobal.net. 

Ever Considered Catholic Schools? 
Summer is a great time to explore St. Mary’s  

Catholic School.  Families can learn more about our 

1:1 iPad program, differentiated daily instruction, 

and our engaging Talcott Mountain science program 

by contacting the school at 860-658-9412 or visiting 

our website at www.StMarysSchoolSimsbury.org. 

There are limited spaces available for the 

2014-2015 school year. 

mailto:jpmoncha@sbcglobal.net
mailto:awdaniels56@comcast.net
mailto:Kathidre@aol.com
http://www.orehartford.org/cbbs.htm
http://www.StMarysSchoolSimsbury.org


End of Bulletin 
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